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" Workhouses, under a prudent and good arrangement, will answer all 
the ends of charity to the poor, in regard to their souls and bodies ; they may 
be made, properly speaking, nurseries for religion, virtue, and industry, by 
having daily prayers, and the Scriptures constantly read, and poor children 
Christianly vastnxcXtd." —Speech of IViUiam III. in Parliament, 1698. 
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PREFACE. 

It was not without many misgivings and doubts 
that I decided to publish the article of which 
this book is an enlarged reproduction. Great as 
was my interest in the cause, and strong my 
desire to bring it again prominently into notice, 
I felt that to print the details of the part I took 
in the original work might appear, to some, at 
least, to be selfish and egotistical. I explained 
my doubts to a friend in whose judgment I had 
entire confidence, and her reply decided me that 
I might, and ought to, venture on the step 
which I accordingly adopted. She said, " I 
know from my own experience how much re- 
liable information is desired by individuals, and 
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viii PREFACE, 

how difficult it is for one not immediately con- 
cerned in such subjects to get it. As for your 
being thought 'egotistical/ that would only be 
the verdict of those not worth listening to." 

Though I still fear that my story may seem 
to tell too much of self, I considered that it was 
but right and just, as a matter of history and 
fact, that the truth should be known, not only 
as regards myself, but also for the sake of those 
other early workers in the cause, who are now 
ignored by, because unknown to, persons who 
are actively engaged in carrying it out at the 
present time, under far easier conditions. 
Theories and truths which had to be fought 
for, and were ridiculed as impossibilities, twenty 
years ago, are now all but universally recognized, 
and are often uttered, both in speech and in 
writing, as original, by those who have little 
knowledge of the fact that such convictions were 
almost the starting-point of the writers and 
speakers at the outset of this crusade. 
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PREFACE, ix 

This, therefore, rather than any wish for self- 
assertion, has been at least one of the motives 
which has led to this record of a progress, to 
which I alone, in some respects, have the clue. 
But besides this, I have had another motive and 
hope, which I trust may not be delusive, viz. 
that the story of this twenty-five years* work 
may be of help and service to some of my 
younger sisters who are now pursuing the same 
path, perhaps with the same desire which 
prompted me from the very first day when I 
entered upon it, viz. to help to "right" what 
I considered a great "wrong" — in a word, "to 
deliver the outcast and poor, and him that hath 
no helper." 

As I have said at the beginning of my article, 
no task could at first appear more hopeless, for 
an all but general indifference prevailed about 
a class ^f persons who were certainly "out of 
sight," and therefore "out of mind." But I 
think the results which have been attained — not. 
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be it remembered, without many trials and 
bitter, if temporary, disappointments — will prove 
that, in a right and just cause, nothing need be 
despaired of. 

The length of time (more than a quarter of 
a century) through which I have been gaining 
experience may perhaps embolden me, without 
apology, to say some words and truths, to serve 
as " footprints on the sands of time," to those 
who are struggling through some difficulties 
which we have overcome. And in saying this, 
let me state my own great and ever-growing 
conviction (one which, I fear, is in some measure 
ignored at the present day) of the inestimable 
value of experience, I believe it to be that quality 
which no other can entirely supersede or dispense 
with, and which the wisest cannot afford to cast 
aside. The young and enthusiastic workers of 
the present day are too apt to form theories, 
and act upon them, without a due consideration 
of the value ot the practical work which others 
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have gone through, thus throwing away the 
results which they, as the heirs of other and 
older workers, could have inherited and entered 
into. In all practical work, then, let me ask my 
younger sisters not to despise the efforts and 
the experience of those who have been longer 
in the field than they have. 

And then, let me say to them besides, there 
are three qualities which can hardly be dispensed 
with, if any successful work is aimed at, and to 
the exercise of these (on looking back through 
the past years, though perhaps at the time I 
was not conscious of it) do I chiefly attribute 
any success we may have gained in this cause. 
These are perseverance, promptness, and 
punctuality. Without the first, I need hardly 
say that all other qualities are useless, for a 
temporary burst of enthusiasm or zeal is utterly 
unavailing to gain any lasting victory ; secondly, 
to be ready to seize all possible opportunities 
and openings for pressing a point or seizing an 
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advantage, is another great cause of success ; 
and thirdly, if any work is to gain respect and 
approval, especially from and with men, that 
certainty and confidence which is implied by 
punctuality is essential to it. Two other 
cautions may perhaps not be misplaced here, 
for they, too, are all important on this subject. 
Never exaggerate evils or facts, keeping always 
within the truth rather than going beyond it, 
and make sure of your facts before you name 
them. Any exaggeration or misstatement is 
fatal to your cause, whatever it may be. 

I have spoken of the apparent hopelessness 
there was at first in trying to interest persons 
in the subject, and I have never ceased to f^el 
astonishment at the want of even a curiosity 
in the management of these large public insti- 
tutions, scattered conspicuously all over the 
country, and within the sight of all. To me 
the very fact that it -was a matter of national 
importance and concern increased immeasurably 
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its interest and value ; for was not our character 
and reputation as a nation, and not only a^ 
individuals, concerned with the righteous 
management of the vast machinery of our Poor 
Laws? It might be said that the subject 
included in itself the various and extensive 
branches of education and schools, hospitals for 
the sick, incurable, and aged, reformatories 
and penitentiaries ; and if there was a deep and 
widespread interest in all these different and 
separate institutions, as well as prisons, why 
were these others alone to be shut out from 
all knowledge of the public and of humane 
persons in general? And yet such was really 
the case, and the guardians loved to have it 
so. The lapse of twenty- five years has not 
sufficed entirely to break down the wall of 
prejudice and suspicion that still surrounds these 
buildings, and the same excuses are still heard, 
in some places, against giving permission to 
anything like an organized and efficient visita- 
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tion of the inmates. Yet this prejudice is 
wearing away year by year, and every estab- 
lished precedent makes it easier for others to 
follow. 

Even at the present time, after the years of 
discussion both in the public papers and in 
many books and periodicals, there exists still 
what I venture to call a profound ignorance 
of the subject. But few persons amongst our 
"benevolent and philanthropic public** know 
even of the arrangements which have been made 
during the last ten years for the disposal of the 
thousands of sick and helpless persons who are 
provided for by our Poor Law. I would almost 
venture to say that no one beyond the limits 
of the managers, and those immediately con- 
cerned in them, could tell how many new or 
separate infirmaries there are now in the metro- 
politan district } Few are even aware that the 
sick have been thus entirely separated from 
the "workhouse," properly (or improperly) so 
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called. Yet some of these new buildings surpass 
in size and importance many of our old- 
established hospitals, and are superior in all 
their modern and sanitary arrangements. There 
would hardly be a new hospital built or opened 
in London without the fact being widely known 
and a considerable interest excited. How can 
this contrast be accounted for } 

At nearly the first meeting, held twenty-one 
years ago, at the rooms of the National Associa- 
tion for Promoting Social Science, one of the 
first inquiries proposed was as to the number 
of workhouses in the metropolitan district } I 
had not at that time ascertained the exact 
number, but I believed it to be nearly fifty ; 
on which statement an exclamation was made 
by one who was present (a member of Parlia- 
ment), " He should have said there were twelve ! " 
(I believe the real number at that time was 
forty.) This shows that a profound ignorance 
was then prevalent, even amongst those who 
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were our public men, and this is probably in 
great measure the same now. 

After the important discussions in which the 
revelations of many years culminated ten years 
ago, and the plans for the separation of the 
different classes of inmates had been made, the 
public interest that had been awakened seemed 
to die away, and but little inquiry was made 
as to the manner in which all these changes had 
been carried out. For the last few years " the 
public " have been satisfied that the subject was 
ended, and much disappointment has been felt 
by many at the still imperfect results, notwith- 
standing many improvements. So strongly did 
I feel the need of reviving the subject, that a 
year ago I was considering how and where an 
article could appear in one of our leading 
Reviews. The subject was evidently not an 
attractive one, and the public in general had 
heard enough of it ; but this only showed more 
strongly the necessity of dispersing this in- 
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difference by means of further facts and en- 
lightenment The recent article was the result 
of this conviction, and during the last year many 
circumstances have combined to show that, 
after an apparent lapse of interest during some 
years, there is now a revival in many quarters 
which is hopeful and encouraging. During 
the past summer, a correspondence was carried 
on in the Times on the subject of work- 
house children and schools, and the clergy- 
man who began it referred to the former 
Workhouse Visiting Society, of which he had 
a remembrance, asking if an association, for 
the purpose of befriending workhouse children, 
could not be formed or revived ? * Thus two 
of the chief objects of the original Workhouse 
Visiting Society, the care of the sick and the 



♦ It is satisfactory to find that a special branch of the Girls* 
Friendly Society has been devoted to the visitation of workhouse 
girls in the schools, and after they leave them, as long as they 
retain a good character ; but will not this rule require to be 
supplemented by another agency ? 
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children^ have been again brought prominently 
forward as needing the help which volunteers 
alone can give. Both these renewed suggestions 
were made by independent persons, who were 
quite unaware of what was passing in other minds 
with regard to a fresh revival of the subject. 

With regard to the sick, the revived interest 
which was felt in them by some ladies who 
visit in London workhouses, and knew the 
need of further improvements in this depart- 
ment, has led to an effort, which it is hoped 
may succeed, in effecting what is still required 
for the care of the sick and incurable in our 
new and enlarged infirmaries, viz. by providing 
them with efficient superintendents and nurses.* 

Surely this last proposal may be considered 
to be a direct outcome of the interest in work- 
house inmates which was first created by the 
Workhouse Visiting Society, and which has 
been growing and spreading ever since. 
* See Appendix IX. 
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In conclusion, I would make a few remarks 
on the Appendix to this volume. 

I have considered that it would be best to 
leave the article as it was originally written, or 
nearly so, and to add to it, in a separate form, 
some other matter which might increase its 
interest, giving some details of the actual work 
from my own Diary, which would serve to show 
what was the real state of things twenty-five 
years ago, and also the character of some 
of those inmates through whose individual 
welfare and sorrows I was first led to take an 
interest in the work. The same motive has led 
to my reprinting in the Appendix the paper 
upon " Workhouses and Woman's Work," long 
since out of print. I am as anxious now as I 
was twenty years ago to enforce the truths and 
principles which I there endeavoured to set 
forth, and which I now repeat, with all the 
added convictions of subsequent experience. 
On all points there brought forward, my opinions 
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remain unaltered, and I am glad of the oppor- 
tunity of reproducing them ; and with regard 
to the facts, if some now indeed belong only 
to the past, they will serve to show — ^what is 
another object of this book — the state of things 
which first aroused my pity and indignation, 
and from which we have now been in a great 
measure delivered by the progress of twenty 
years of social reform. 

Lastly, I would commend, as the moral of 
my story, the exercise of faith, patience, and 
perseverance in work. The motto of my Work- 
house Diary was chosen twenty-five years ago, 
and I believe in it still : " Commit thy way 
unto the Lord, and He shall bring it to pass." 

L.T. 

January^ 1880. 
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When the first steps were taken, nearly twenty- 
five years ago, in order to direct public attention 
to the management of institutions under the 
control of the Poor Law, but little was known 
or thought about them, and consequently the 
task of awakening a real interest in the matter 
seemed a well-nigh hopeless undertaking. But 
the history of all similar work, resulting in 
reform and amelioration, shows that its rise and 
progress has been very similar, taking its origin 
from the convictions of a few individuals who 
have felt compelled to give publicity and to draw 
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attention to the facts they have themselves 
perceived. 

So vast has been the progress and the change 
that has taken place during the period I have 
named, that those who see only the present 
state of things cannot realize it, and are little 
aware of what once existed. That, however, 
would be of little importance, were it the only 
result of the present time and conditions ; but 
those who are interested in the cause have 
long been aware of a considerable ^ danger 
which may attend our satisfaction and acqui- 
escence in the state of improvement at which 
we have now arrived. I believe there is an 
impression abroad that the agitation which has 
been going on for so many years has been 
entirely successful and satisfactory, and that all 
has been done and carried out that was needed 
for the amelioration of the many evils which 
formed the standpoint of the first " reformers." 

It is not from ingratitude, or ignorance of the 
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good work accomplished during the last few 
years, that I feel compelled to say that this is 
far from being the case, and it is chiefly with the 
endeavour to counteract this impression that 
these remarks are written. It is certainly a 
very general belief that all has been done that 
is needed ; that all the evils of the system have 
been duly exposed ; and that the subject may 
now be set aside — shelved, in fact — with some- 
thing of satisfaction that disagreeable investiga- 
tions ar^ ended and have fulfilled their task. 

With this object in view, I venture to think 
that a brief review of what has been done in the 
past, and what still remains to be carried out in 
the future, may not be without interest, and 
may, besides, benefit the cause I have at heart. 

I am far from asserting that individual cases 
of interest in workhouses and their inmates 
had not been shown by benevolent persons 
(especially in the country, where the poor can 
be better known individually) long before the 
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period at which any public notice was taken of 
the subject The first such notice that I am 
aware of was from a lady who had thus visited 
those poor persons of her own village and 
neighbourhood who had been compelled to 
enter the dreary precincts of the union work- 
house, and she wrote a pamphlet called " A Plan 
for rendering the Union Poorhouses National 
Houses of Mercy," in 1850.* (Previously to this, 
however, the " Diary of a Workhouse Chaplain " 
had been written in 1847.) In 1855 a volume 
of " Practical Lectures to Ladies" was published, 
containing one by the Rev. J. S. Brewer on 
"Workhouse Visiting," which proved that the 
matter was beginning to be recognized as a 
duty. In 1858 another lady was led to give 
her experience of visiting in a country work- 
house, and Mrs. G. W. Sheppard, of Frome, 
wrote "Sunshine in the Workhouse," and in 
the following year " Christmas Eve in a Work- 

♦ See Appendix II. 
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house," which showed that some of the sunshine 
pleaded for had been introduced ; and similar 
experiences of individual visitors led to similar 
results. Those who saw with their own eyes 
the evils and grievances endured by persons 
who were utterly helpless and unable to make 
them known, could not refrain from trying to 
obtain some redress ; for, slow as are the English 
people to move in any matter of reform, and 
unwilling to be convinced that the old groove 
is not the safest and best, still the sense of 
justice is strong enough to prevail, when once 
the attention has been arrested, and the -con- 
science aroused to the fact that abuses exist. 

I cannot attempt to follow all the different 
efforts which were made from this time, some- 
times in the shape of small and apparently 
insignificant pamphlets or letters in newspapers, 
by which it was endeavoured to bring the 
subject before the notice of the public ; but 
all were as seeds sown in the earth, each 
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destined some day to bring forth collective 
fmit. 

In the year 1853, I was led, through interest 
in an aged, respectable old woman, to follow 
her into the workhouse, where she was com- 
pelled to spend her remaining days.* On leaving 
her little room, where she had worked and 
maintained herself till strength and eyesight 
failed her, she had begged that her friend and 
visitor would not forget or forsake her when 
shut up from the outer world. Nor did I ; 
and from this circumstance may probably be 
dated the beginning of all systematic efforts 
for the oi^anized visiting of workhouses, both 
in London and the country. The request was 
made by the poor woman that the visits 
should be continued, and, as she was one in a 
large ward of nearly bedridden and afflicted 
sufferers, it was evident that what was a comfort 
to her might be so to many others also. Per- 

* See Appendix I. 
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mission to visit was asked, and granted by the 
kind-hearted master and matron who ruled over 
this large household of about 500 persons of 
all classes and ages. They did their work 
kindly and well as far as their opportunities 
and time allowed, and they were quite willing 
to admit that neither they nor the chaplain were 
able to do all that was required in that large 
population. It soon became evident that many 
more visitors would multiply the good that 
might be done ; and so leave was asked of the 
guardians that other ladies might be admitted 
for the purpose of reading to the inmates, and 
giving comfort and instruction. 

I was wdl known, by name at least, to 
most of those who composed that Board of 
Guardians, and leave was granted for the plan 
to be tried for six months. But whether subse- 
quent reflection induced them to think that their 
permission might not be legal, or whether their 
fears and suspicions were aroused by this 



Digitized by VjOOglC 



8 RECOLLECTIONS OF WORKHOUSE VISITING 

anticipated interference with their exclusive 
authority and privileges, the correspondence was 
forwarded to the Poor ' Law Board for their 
sanction and approval. I will give part of 
their reply in their own words, as it is important 
to the subsequent history : — 

"It is, as the guardians are aware, contrary 
to the general practice to admit strangers into 
the workhouse for the purpose of aiding the 
paid and responsible officers in the performance 
of their duties. 

" I am further directed to point out that the 
nature of the instruction which it is proposed 
to impart to the female inmates is not stated in 
your letter, nor does it show how far such in- 
struction is calculated to encroach on the proper 
office of the chaplain and the other officers, or 
to interfere with the discipline of the work- 
house. — July, 1853." 

The following is from a subsequent letter 
from the Central Board, in the month of 
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August, referring to another communication 
from me : — 

" The Board consider it probable that in her 
particular case nothing but advantage would 
ensue from a compliance with her request ; as, 
however, the Board are bound on requests of 
this description to act upon general rules 
applicable to all workhouses, they feel that 
they cannot sanction the proposal without estab- 
lishing an embarrassing and inconvenient pre- 
cedent, and they are, therefore, reluctantly 
obliged to decline to assent to it." 

The power of "red-tape** could hardly have 
been more strikingly exemplified than in these 
apparently simple and innocent proceedings. 
I am sometimes tempted to think that a 
prophetic foresight must have possessed all 
who were concerned in them, enabling them to 
perceive that in these small beginnings lay the 
subsequent opening out of workhouses to the 
investigations which have since resulted in such 
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vast reforms. Those who have had experience 
of dealings with any public department or body 
of men, will not be surprised to find that the 
request of a private individual, and that a lady, 
to introduce a new element into one of a vast 
branch of public institutions, did not meet with 
acceptance — at least, twenty-five years ago : the 
progress of public opinion has been great since 
those days, and the " interference " of women is 
not now feared as it was then. 

The plan was thus stopped — for a time — ^but 
not relinquished, and the individual visits were 
continued, by which much knowledge was ac- 
quired of the internal arrangements of the 
workhouse, and of the many cruel and unknown 
miseries which were inflicted on the inmates. 
For what could the best of matrons effect for 
good or comfort, when she was the sole woman 
in authority over that vast household, with 
literally no helper or assistant but pauper 
women ? 
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In the following year, 1854, it was resolved 
to make another effort by endeavouring to 
obtain a personal interview with the authorities 
at Whitehall, at the time when the Right Hon. 
Matthew Talbot Baines and Lord Courtenay 
were President and Secretary of the Board. 
As much favour to the request as could be 
expected was obtained from them, and a kind 
permission granted, that if the plan were quietly 
carried on, no objection would be made in this 
particular instance. It was, however, thought to 
be wiser not now to press the matter officially 
with the guardians, but to work quietly on^ 
taking a friend now and then to help with the 
reading and visiting in other wards.* 

• This plan of working quietly on so far answered, that it 
gradually grew to the full extent desired. Up to the time when 
the Strand Union quitted its old quarters, and left them to be 
used as a ** Sick Asylum " for several unions, there had been for 
many years a complete staff of visitors, ladies and gentlemen, 
one for each ward, who attended with praiseworthy regularity 
every Sunday afternoon (with the sanction of the chaplain), to 
read to all those who were unable to attend the chapel service. 
At Christmas, tea-parties were given in all the wards, by the 
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During this period the facts noticed and 
observed gave rise to two small pamphlets, by 
which it was endeavoured to give publicity to 
the many sad facts which were witnessed.* 
The second of these consisted of letters written 
to the Guardian^ which from the first warmly 
espoused the cause. 

In 1857 the attention of Lord Raynham had, 
by means of the disclosures that had been made, 
been drawn to the subject, and in the House of 
Commons he gave notice that he should bring 
forward a motion " that a Select Committee 
be appointed to inquire into the condition and 
administration of metropolitan workhouses, and 
into the arrangements made and carried out 
by the parochial authorities of the metropolis 
for giving relief to the poor. He said he had 

visitors, the remembrance of which gives true pleasure to all 
who took part in them ; an excellent master and matron doing 
all in their power to co-operate with the visitors. 

♦ "A Few Words about the Inmates of our Workhouses," 
1855 : Longmans. ** Metropolitan Workhouses and their In- 
mates," 1857 : Longmans. 
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been led to consider the condition of these 
workhouses by circumstances which were as 
well known to most members of that House as 
to himself. He thought the mismanagement 
of the metropolitan workhouses a subject de- 
serving the consideration of the House." 

He then went on to refer to the recent in- 
vestigation of the state of St. Pancras Workhouse 
by Dr. Bence Jones, which resulted in a verdict 
of "horrible," and, in a short speech, really 
touched upon all the chief evils of the then 
state of things, and which have since been 
admitted to be true. The motion was supported 
by Mr. Martin, Mr. Drummond, Mr. Briscoe, 
Mr. Alderman Copeland, and Sir J. Pakington, 
who all agreed that a case for inquiry had 
certainly been made out ; but, as might have 
been expected, a truly ** official " reply followed, 
by the President of the Poor Law Board, Mr. 
Bouverie, and the motion was lost. He denied 
that any case was made out for the appoint- 
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ment of a committee; the administration of 
the law in the parishes cited had not been 
** perfectly satisfactory*' (a mild expression for 
a state of things which, as we have seen, had 
been pronounced by one of the first medical 
authorities of the day to be " horrible ") ; " no 
doubt cases of hardship and maladministration 
might arise ; but these hardly afforded grounds 
for the appointment of a committee/' 

Of course the head o/ a great public depart- 
ment was bound to deny that it had failed to 
do the work assigned to it, and so the matter 
dto^^td for the time ; but let all who read this 
natural progress of events take to heart the 
lesson of perseverance that it teaches. We are 
told that it takes ten years to imbue " that other 
public " with new ideas in any work of social 
reform ; and so indeed it proved in this case ; 
but in less than four years after this apparent 
failure, which at the time caused bitter disap- 
pointment to all those who were eager for 
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inquiry, the very committee then asked for 
was appointed, when Mr. Villiers was President ; 
and in exactly ten years, viz. in 1867, the result 
appeared in the Bill introduced by Mr. Gathorne. 
Hardy, and subsequently carried. 

At Lord Raynham's request, the ladies who 
were interested in the subject obtained signa- 
tures to a petition which was to support his 
motion. Many of these were willingly given 
by a large number of influential persons, espe- 
cially by members of the medical profession. 

In the following year Lord Raynham again 
brought forward his motion in the House of 
Commons, when Mr. Sotheron Estcourt was 
President of the Poor Law Board,* but with 
little better success. His reply was, "that in 
the absence of any specific allegation of mis- 
conduct, the granting of an inquiry would in- 
volve an unfair imputation on those who are 
engaged in the administration of the Poor Law, 
♦ See Appendix IV. 
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and, moreover, the only remedial measures 
suggested were not such as to require legisla- 
tive interference." 

The mass of correspondence relating to the 
Marylebone and St Pancras Workhouses, in 
1856, published by order of the House of Com- 
mons, had evidently satisfied the Poor Law 
Board and the public that they had done their 
duty in the way of investigating grievances and 
complaints ; though it was quite evident that 
these were but specimens of what was probably 
existing everywhere, in different degrees of evil. 
But public opinion had not yet advanced suffi- 
ciently to allow of still further investigations, 
and the time for them had not come. 

The comments in the papers all inclined to 
the opinion that the improvements desired and 
aimed at were not such as Parliament could 
enforce, and urged that organized bodies of 
visitors, carried on in concert with the officials 
(a plan which had acted admirably where it 
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had been tried), would be more likely to bring 
about the desired result. 

In this year an article appeared in the Church 
of England Monthly Review^ on " Workhouses 
and Women's Work," which was afterwards 
published as a pamphlet, and extensively re- 
viewed and commented upon by the daily press.* 

Meantime other movements were at work 
which all helped to draw attention to the sub- 
ject. In 1855 the matter of training nurses was 
brought forward by the Epidemiological Society, 
and a proposal, or suggestion, was made by a 
committee of several eminent physicians, of 
whom Dr. E. Sieveking was foremost, that the 
numerous able-bodied women in workhouses 
should be trained in the infirmaries and sent 
out as nurses. In 1858 this was brought before 
the Poor Law Board, and a circular was issued by 
them, sanctioning the plan and giving instruc- 
tions to Boards of Guardians to carry it out. 



* See Appendix VI. 



C 
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It IS instructive to look back at this suggestion 
with the light of twenty or more years of ex- 
perience thrown upon it. It was no doubt the 
earliest public acknowledgment of the grievous 
and growing want of efficient nurses for all 
classes; but what would be said now to the 
method proposed for obtaining them ? It may 
be that the greatly increased demand for the 
labour of women, which is now shown in the 
difficulty of obtaining servants, has so diminished 
the number of able-bodied women in work- 
houses, that, far from having any to send out for 
work, there is now a considerable difficulty in 
finding persons sufficient to do the work indoors. 
But we think that little could have been known 
of the real character of this class of women by 
those who made the suggestion, or of the fact that 
the greater number of them were brought to the 
workhouse by some loss of character, the chief 
cause of which was certainly intemperance. 
Anyhow, the plan^was never carried out, as we 
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can well imagine for various reasons, the chief 
impediment being that to which I have re- 
ferred ; and another, perhaps as important, that 
there was no one amongst the few workhouse 
officials who had the least power to train the 
women, had they been found. With the rarest 
exceptions, they were, without doubt, of a class 
far too low to be capable of any such high and 
important employment as that of nursing the 
sick. 

Here again, however, we have another in^ 
stance of encouragement in perseverance, for 
though a good and true suggestion may not be 
able to work itself out in its original form, 
still it is a seed sown, which somehow and some 
day will bring forth results. The idea which 
was at the root of this suggestion was the 
enormous and universal want of trained nurses 
for the sick of all classes, but more especially 
the poor — a want which had in a great measure 
been brought to light by the experience of the 
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Crimean War. And now the actual work de- 
manded is being effectually and worthily carried 
out by many institutions, amongst which we 
may especially name the " National Associa- 
tion for Nursing,"* with this vast and re- 
markable difference, that instead of able- 
bodied workhouse inmates, the nurses are 
all educated women. Thus does a good 
suggestion fulfil itself in many ways and after 
many years ! 

In 1857 another effort was made to obtain 
the more direct sanction of the Poor Law Board 
for the voluntary visitation of workhouses, and 
though permission was then granted (of course 
under certain conditions and limitations), it 
became then evident that the guardians had only 
sought for an excuse, by reference to the higher 
authority, for now that its sanction was granted 
the power to use it was refused, in the following 
correspondence. 

* Central Home — 23, Bloomsbury Square. 
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Extract from letter from the Poor Law Board 
to the guardians of the Strand Union, De- 
cember, 1857: — "I am directed to state that 
the Board will offer no present objection to 
the proposed, arrangement, provided that the 
guardians of the union and the chaplain assent 
to it, and the plan be subject to such rules for 
the preservation of order and punctuality as 
the guardians may think fit to prescribe. I am, 
however, directed to add that the Board reserve 
to themselves the right to withdraw their assent, 
if inconvenience should hereafter arise from the 
arrangement" This was forwarded to me, with 
the following letter from the Board of Guardians 
to the Central Board : — " I am to state, in refer- 
ence to such application, and also to the condi- 
tional sanction given by your Board, subject to 
the assent of the guardians and chaplain, that 
the guardians, after having given the subject a 
very full and careful consideration, adopted 
unanimously the following resolution : * That 
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whilst this Board desire to express their sense 
of the benevolent motives which have actuated 

Miss T in making the application contained 

in her letters to the Poor Law Board, this Board, 
upon mature consideration, deem it inexpedient 
to comply therewith.' " 

A great step in advance had, however, been 
made this year by the proposal to form a 
central society for the promotion of workhouse 
visiting. This was brought forward at the 
meeting of the Social Science Association, held 
at Birmingham in the autumn of 1857, when ^ 
paper was read on " The Condition of Work- 
houses,*' in the Social Economy Department. 
This plan was afterwards developed at the 
rooms of the society (then in Waterloo Place), 
under the presidency of the Hon. W. Cowper, 
and with a large committee consisting of many 
well-known men and women of position and 
benevolence, including bishops, clergy, and 
laymen, many of whom wrote with warm 
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sympathy and approval of the plan of this 
society.* 

The real object of the society thus formed 
and affiliated to the Social Science Association 
may be said to have been twofold, viz. the 
individual benefit and comfort of the inmates 
of workhouses, and also — and perhaps a more 
important aim — the enlightenment of public 

* I was the honorary secretary. It may be well here to give 
an extract from the first prospectus of the Workhouse Visiting 
Society : — ** This society has been established to promote the 
moral and spiritual improvement of workhouse inmates, of whom 
there are upwards of 100,000 in England and Wales, and will 
provide a centre of communication and information for all 
persons interested in that object. . . . The chief object at 
which the society aims is the introduction of a voluntary 
system of visiting, especially by ladies, under the sanction of the 
guardians and chaplains for the following purposes : i. For 
befriending the destitute and orphan children, while in the 
schools, and after they are placed in situations, 2. For the 
instruction and comfort of the sick and afflicted. 3. For the 
benefit of the ignorant and depraved, by assisting the officers of 
the establishment in forming classes for instruction; in the 
encouragement of useful occupation during the hours of leisure, 
or in any other work that may seem to the guardians to be 
useful and beneficial." Seven simple rules followed, one of 
which was the formation and enlargement of workhouse libraries, 
for which purpose grants were given during several years. 
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opinion upon the whole question, which could 
only be attained through the individual know- 
ledge and experience acquired by men and 
women as visitors, who should bring pressure 
from the outside to bear upon the closed doors 
and proceedings of workhouse management, 
about which, up to that time, there was little 
knowledge or thought. It was evident that, 
many of the ladies who took up the work being 
wives and daughters of members of Parliament 
and men of high position and influence, the 
results of what tliey saw and heard could not 
fail to reach those who had power to influence 
the public opinion of the country. 

In the year 1859 it was felt that some organ 
of information and communication was necessary 
for the new society, and accordingly a journal 
was started, to be published at first every two 
months and then quarterly, for circulation 
amongst the members. It was open to corre- 
spondence and suggestions from all, and as it 
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was continued till 1865, it was doubtless the 
means of diffusing valuable information on the 
subject to a large circle of influential persons. 

The first meeting of the society was held in 
May, 1859.* This, as it was said at the time, 
was " the first occasion on which the claims of 
workhouse inmates on the sympathy of the 
public have been advocated, and it was hoped 
thact it would be the means of widely extending 
a knowledge of, and interest in, the cause/* 
This hope has, we think, not been disappointed, 
for from that time the progress was steady and 
increasing. A committee of visitors for one of 
the city workhouses was formed under the 
auspices of the then Lady Mayoress, Mrs. 
Finnis, and it worked well and dfligently for 
many years till the old building of the West 
London Union was given up, and the inmates 
removed to a new one in the suburbs. In the 

♦ Under the presidency of the Hon. W. Cowper ; the Bishops 
of London (Dr. Tait), and Bath and Wells, both spoke, besides 
many clergymen and laymen. 
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year i860 a committee of ladies was appointed 
to visit St. Pancras Workhouse, with the consent 
of the guardians, and the work has been con- 
tinued to the present time. This was not, 
however, directly connected with the central 
society. At the present time a lady is acting 
as guardian on that Board.* 

The interest shown in the new society was 
proved by the extensive correspondence which 
ensued from all parts of the country, in more 
than one hundred unions, and many persons 
who had been working singly, or wishing to 
work, received gladly the idea of co-operation 
and help, endeavouring to obtain the sanction 
of Boards of Guardians for the introduction of 
the plan. As the work advanced, the various 
needs of the different classes who formed the 
heterogeneous populations of workhouses be- 

♦ That women should be elected as guardians, according to 
their legal right, has always been urged, and we are glad to say 
that in a few other instances a lady is now acting with great ad- 
vantage. 
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came the subject of thought and discussion, as 
to hopes and endeavours of improvement. The 
first branch, or division, that seemed to call 
loudly for help, was that of the able-bodied 
young girls and women, who, good and bad 
together, were found to be mixed up in one 
hopeless class, which was (in the larger London 
workhouses especially) the despair, and almost 
terror, of the officials. Into these same wards 
it was found that all above the age of sixteen, 
and often below it, were placed together; the 
hardened outcast and the decent girl, who had 
recently been sent from the comparative shelter 
of the school to a "place,'* which for some 
reason or other she had not been able to keep. 
When this fatal plan was observed or com- 
mented upon to the officials, the answer was, 
that the Poor Law recognized no distinction of 
character, but only destitution, and that all 
must be treated alike ; indeed, had any separa- 
tion of the inmates been made, there would 
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have been little use in it, when no moral or 
other personal influence was at hand to be 
brought to bear upon them. 

Thus arose the desire to obtain the means of 
rescuing the more hopeful of the young women 
and girls by taking them away from the work- 
house, and, with the sanction of the guardians, 
placing them in a home apart from these evil 
associations. The difficulty was, however, to 
obtain the necessary legal payments for such 
persons, as outdoor relief for the able-bodied 
did not come within the rules. The proposal 
was, nevertheless, laid before the Board of 
Guardians of the Strand Union, and by them 
referred to the Poor Law Board ; a lengthened 
correspondence ensued during more than a 
year,* which was only brought to a successful 
termination, when, all obstacles overcome, the 
plan was actually begun in 1861, and a house 
opened under my superintendence, for the 

* This was printed as a report in the same year. 
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purpose of receiving the better class of girls 
who would otherwise have to enter the adult 
wards of workhouses, and probably be for ever 
lost to all good impressions and usefulness.* 
This plan was warmly advocated and sanctioned 
by many good and noble men and women, 
who generously came forward to lend a helping 
hand, both by their influence and money ; 
foremost among whom must be named the 
Baroness (then Miss) Burdett-Coutts, and Lady 
(then Mrs.) Herbert Some of these ladies 
also used their influence with Mr. Villiers, 
then President of the Poor Law Board, to ob- 
tain the necessary sanction for so unofficial a 
proceeding ; but the work was ultimately started 
before the question of the legality of payments 
was decided, this not being settled till the Bill 
was carried through Parliament in 1862, chiefly 
owing to the exertions of the late Hon. Mrs. 

* Girls of bad character were not admitted, as this would 
have been to repeat the same contamination as in the workhouse. 
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Way, who was also working in a similar cause 
— ^the establishment of a school where children 
could be trained apart from evil associations.* 
The Industrial Home in New Ormond Street 
was certified by the Poor Law Board in 1863; 
under the Act 25 & 26 Vict. c. 43, and sub- 
sequently visited by Mr. Tufnell, and Inspectors 
of the Poor Law Board. 

We have always thought it a remarkable 
proof of confidence in the plan and ultimate 
success of the home, that the guardians con- 
sented to send girls to it, and to pay a weekly 
sum for their maintenance (not exceeding their 
cost in the union), even before the legal permis- 
sion was given. 

Before leaving the subject of this home, I 
cannot help recording how greatly the success 
of the plan was due to the kind and valuable 
assistance of the then Metropolitan Inspector of 
Workhouses, H. B. Farnall, Esq., who from the 
* The Brockham Home, Reigate, begun 1859. 

Digitized by VjOOglC 



AND MANAGEMENT. 31 

first saw its necessity and promoted its forma- 
tion. In all other matters connected with the 
Workhouse Visiting Society I desire to ac- 
knowledge his important co-operation. Visits 
to several of the London workhouses were made 
by me in his company, to the great advantage of 
the cause. I think that during these visits it 
became more and more apparent to him, official 
as he was of a most " official " Board, into which 
no woman had hitherto dared to intrude, that 
there was much in these large institutions which 
even his experienced eyes had never detected, 
and which no man ought to be expected tp 
discover or control. I desire also to record my 
sense of the kindness and courtesy shown by 
several Presidents of the Poor Law Board to- 
wards the work of the society and its members 
— dk considerable correspondence having been 
carried on with the Central Office at various 
times.* 

♦ From 1853 to 1879 there have been eleven Presidents, 
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In the year i860 a commission was appointed 
by Parliament to investigate the subject of 
education in •England ; and as pauper schools 
were included in its scope, the opportunity was 
gladly taken by me to give evidence on this 
very important branch of Poor Law manage- 
ment. It would take too much space to give 
all that was then said, but a few extracts, 
bearing on the most important points, may be 
interesting. The evils were stated to be — the 
want of industrial training for girls, and their 
herding together in masses. The following 
remedies were suggested : — 

I. The appointment of a superior class of 
persons over schools of this description, both 
district and workhouse (one evil result of the 
present plan is alluded to at p. 23). 2. The 
employment of pauper nurses in the schools. 
3. Mixing up the casual children admitted for 
short periods with the more permanent ones 
and orphans. "Not only are superior persons 
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required for this work of superintending the 
whole education of this class, but I am con- 
vinced that women should have a greater share 
in it No Boards of Guardians, and no officials, 
can be expected to manage girls' schools as they 
ought to be, neither can male inspectors alone 
inspect them. Results would be far different if 
the influence of women of feeling and education 
were largely introduced (strange as it may seem, 
none are even appointed for the needle-work or 
the domestic arrangements), and constant lady 
visitors, who would cultivate the affections of the 
children, and help to counteract the fatal effects 
of life in an institution and in a mass for girls. 

" Secondly, the education in the schools, how- 
ever conducted, will be in a great measure 
thrown away upon this class, unless a certain 
amount of protection is extended to the girls 
after they leave them.* Without some such 

* An object now being carried out, many years after, by the 
association founded by Mrs. Senior. 

D 
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plan, the previous care will be to a great de- 
gree lost, as any one acquainted with the con- 
dition and temptations of friendless girls will 
own. 

" It is my firm belief that nothing but an in- 
fusion of voluntary labour and interest into this 
portion of educational work will ever make it 
successful. Whether this object will be best 
attained by gradually working upon public 
opinion (and there are encouraging proofs that 
it is taking this direction), or by some official 
recommendation or order to this effect* is a 
point which I hope will be considered. It 
is, meantime, much to be regretted, that just 
where improvement of this . kind is most 
needed, it is most decidedly either ignored or 
rejected. 

• " Lady visitors and inspectors should act under 
the guardians, or Poor Law inspectors, and 
should, in all points connected with the girls* 
* Actually the case in 1872. 
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schools, send in their reports to them. There 
would thus be that * communion of labour ' which 
alone can procure successful results.*' 

The year i860 saw another important branch 
of the work begun, the lead in which was taken 
by Miss Frances Power Cobbe, whose sym- 
pathies had been warmly enlisted on behalf of 
the sick and incurable whom she had for some 
time visited in the wards of the Bristol Work- 
house. Thus arose the "Plea for Destitute 
Incurables," which was made by means of 
pamphlets, letters in all the leading papers, 
papers read before the Social Science Association 
at Glasgow, and finally by an appeal to the Poor 
Law Board. The proposal was, that, consider- 
ing the large number of destitute incurables 
who were compelled to enter the workhouses 
(as there were few, if any, hospitals fitted to 
receive them), their case should be considered 
apart from that of the general inmates, and 
they should be placed in wards where additional 
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and almost necessary comforts should be allowed 
to be provided for them by benevolent indi- 
viduals. It was stated that as many as 80,000 
of such helpless sufferers passed annually 
through the workhouses of England, and few 
persons knew or concerned themselves as to 
their condition, or the provisions made for their 
comfort 

It was decided to prepare a petition which 
should be sanctioned and signed by the leading 
physicians and surgeons of the London hos- 
pitals, stating the case as regarded these in- 
curables, who, the medical officers were well 
aware, could not be kept for more than a brief 
period in any of the hospitals established for the 
cure of the sick. 

"We, the undersigned physicians and surgeons 
of the metropolitan hospitals, having had our 
attention called to the condition of destitute 
incurables, can bear testimony, from our position 
and experience, to the fact that there is a very 
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large number of persons afflicted with incurable 
disease, who are not proper objects for admis- 
sion into the general hospitals, and who have 
no other alternative than to become inmates of 
a workhouse. 

"We witness almost daily the pitiable and 
helpless condition of persons so situated, and 
are often obliged to refuse them admission, in 
consequence of the regulations of the institu- 
tions to which we are respectively attached. 
These regulations are absolutely necessary, for 
the reason that the general hospitals (except 
in some rare cases, as the Middlesex Hospital 
with respect to cancer) were established for the 
treatment of curable diseases, and not as abodes 
for those who are permanently and incurably 
disabled. 

"The persons who are so disabled, whether 
from advanced consumption, or from cancer, or 
other causes, require, and ought to have, more 
care and attention, and more so-called *com- 
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forts/ than the general inmates of a workhouse ; 
and we are decidedly of opinion that they 
should be placed in wards exclusively appro- 
priated to them, in which, under proper regula- 
tions, and with the sanction of the guardians, 
they might receive such extra comforts as 
private benevolence might bestow." 

This petition was signed by ninety of the 
most influential medical men belonging to all 
the London hospitals, and, supported and 
sanctioned by such weight and authority, the 
proposal was sent out to every Board of 
Guardians, with the offer to assist, by means 
of a central fund, in carrying out the plan 
which would include the supply of many 
expensive articles not allowed from the rates. 
To the prospectus thus circulated fifty answers 
were at the time received, taking, of course, very 
different views of the proposal. Some objected 
to the voluntary interference, others said that it 
was not legal or necessary, or that space was not 
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available for the separation suggested. About 
seven Boards of Guardians accepted the oflfer 
and resolved to try the plan. I believe that the 
union which most . successfully and completely 
carried it out was that of Carrickmacross, in 
Ireland; and in 1863, after two years' trial, a 
little printed statement was issued, describing 
the nature of the help given, and the cost at 
which it had been obtained. The objection 
was, however, still frequently urged, that it was 
not legal, and contrary to the spirit of the Poor 
Law, that relief should thus be added to the 
rates ; and this led to the suggestion in the year 
1865 that a deputation of the Workhouse Visit- 
ing Society should wait upon the President of 
the Poor Law Board (Mr. Villiers) with a state- 
ment and petition as to the general condition 
of the sick in workhouse infirmaries. In order 
to arrange this, a meeting was held, by Mrs. 
Gladstone's kind consent, at her house in May, 
1865. This was followed by a second, in the 
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same month. They were attended by twenty- 
one members of Parliament and medical men, 
and were addressed by Dr. Sieveking and many 
others. It was felt that the opinions of so many 
experienced persons of weight and position 
would do more than anything else to forward 
the object of the society. The deputation at- 
tended upon Mr. Villiers on May 25, but no 
record can be found as to the reply of the 
President. No doubt he promised that the 
matter should have his careful attention, for by 
this time it was beginning to be felt that com- 
plaints could no longer be conveniently set aside 
and ignored. 

I cannot refrain from quoting some ex- 
tracts from this petition, which gave in so 
striking a manner an outline of all that was 
afterwards urged and carried. The petition 
was called, " Suggestions from the Members of 
the Workhouse Visiting Society on the Con- 
dition of the Sick in Workhouses." 
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" As the results of the committee on the Poor 
Laws will be brought before Parliament during 
the present session, we desire to submit to 
members the following points, which appear 
to us the most important, concerning the treat- 
ment of the poor in workhouses :— 

" These points arise out of the fact that work- 
houses are now, in a far greater degree than 
formerly, institutions for the reception of the 
sick poor, hospital accommodation not having 
increased in proportion to the needs of the 
population. We therefore beg to suggest the 
following inquiry — v\z, if workhouses, as at pre- 
sent constituted, are fit places for the treatment 
of the sick, by reason of the following facts : — 

" I. The appointment of one medical man, 
who is expected to find medicines for his 
patients out of his salary. 

" 2. The custom of employing pauper nurses, 
with (in many cases) not even one paid or 
responsible superintendent for the sick. 
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"3. The general construction of workhouse 
wards, want of ventilation, suitable furniture 
and comforts, such as are supplied in hospitals ; 
extras not being permitted to be given by friends, 
by order of the Poor Law Board. 

'* We beg, therefore, to remind members that, 
at the committee of inquiry, the following sug- 
gestions for improving the condition of the sick 
were made, and we earnestly desire now to see 
them carried out : — 

" I. The appointment of additional medical 
officers, either as inspectors (as in the case of the 
Lunacy Commissioners in workhouses), or as con- 
stant attendants, with pupils (as in hospitals).* 

"2. The employment of trained and com- 
petent nurses. 

"3. The admission of voluntary benevolence 
to the sick wards, so that the rates should not 
entirely bear the cost of these improvements. 

"Should the evidence already given not be 
♦ See p. 78. 
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considered sufficient for the establishment of 
the above facts, we beg to suggest that a few 
members of the medical profession in London 
(whose knowledge of hospitals and the treat- 
ment of the poor in them would qualify them to 
give a competent opinion) should be appointed 
to visit and inspect the present condition of 
workhouse infirmaries, and report upon them. 

" The projected removal of some workhouses 
from London seems to offer an opportunity for 
making improvements, and suggests the ques- 
tion, whether it would not be desirable to 
separate the wards for the sick and incurable 
from the workhouse^ in order that they might 
be arranged on different principles, without en- 
couragement to pauperism.* In furtherance of 

* The following is a portion of the verdict given by a jury 
on the death of a sick pauper in a London workhouse, 
1861 : *• They think the said ward is deficient in lighting, ven- 
tilation, and proper accommodation for the patients, as well as 
its very bad position, and ought to be closed. They also think 
that the dietary of the sick poor in the said workhouse is de- 
ficient, and that patients ought not to go from 4 o'clock p.m. 
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these views we beg to add the following testi- 
mony, given by members of the medical pro- 
fession in 1 86 1, as to the need of improvement 
in the treatment of the sick and incurable." 

Here followed the original statement about 
destitute incurables, and the signatures obtained 
in 1861 .♦ 

At this time another inquiry was also made, 
by addressing a circular to the master of every 
metropolitan workhouse, asking for a return as 
to the number of paid nurses employed ; and 
the information thus conveyed was very valu- 
able. In some workhouses at that time there 
were absolutely none but pauper women as 
nurses. 

In the following year, 1866, there was a 

to 8 o'clock a.m. without food. They also think that more paid 
nurses should be appointed to attend the sick, and they are of 
opinion that the neglect of the nurses to change the linen is 
severely reprehensible. " 

♦ The following gentlemen formed the deputation : Sir Kaye 
Shuttleworth, Mr. C. Buxton, M.P., Mr. Lyall, M.P., Mr. 
Abel Smith, M.P., Mr. Warner, M.P., Dr. Goodfellow, Dr. 
Markham, Dr. Sieveking, Dr. Stallard, and Sir T. Watson. 
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change in the Government, and in March and 
July, deputations of medical men (unconnected 
with the society) waited upon the Presidents, 
Mr. Villiers and Mr. Gathorne Hardy, who, as 
we know, in the following year (early in 1867) 
had the satisfaction as well as the credit of 
bringing in and carrying his Bill for remedying 
all the grievances which had been previously 
brought forward. 

In 1 86 1 the work of the society was brought 
before the Social Science Association at Dublin 
(as, indeed, it was for many years at the different 
places of meeting), and it met with much sym- 
pathy. A private meeting was held at the 
house of an influential inhabitant, to form 
a local committee for visiting the two large 
workhouses, and the work has since been suc- 
cessfully carried on for many years by the 
ladies of Dublin, as well as at Cork. 

In the early part of 1861, a commission was 
appointed by the House of Commons to inquire 
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iiito the administration of the Poor Law, from 
which much good was anticipated, as many 
persons well and practically acquainted with 
the subject were examined, and gave important 
evidence. This was reappointed in the two 
succeeding years, and in 1864 it made its 
report* 

In enumerating the various steps taken in 
different branches of the work, I must not omit 
one belonging to the year 1863, as it was the 
beginning of a plan which is now being carried 
out on a largely extended scale. The condition 
of the poor children (for such they really were) 
sent out to service from the district schools 
around London, first attracted the attention of 
some ladies in Marylebone, which parish had 
one of the largest schools, situated at Southall. 
Miss Tucker was the first to plan a means of 
helping them, and her labours of love during 
many years ought not to be forgotten. A 

♦ See Blue Book, Parliamentary Evidence. 
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'* Preventive Mission for Workhouse Girls '* was 
started ; the names of all who left for service 
were, by consent of the guardians, sent to these 
ladies, who then undertook to visit them in 
their places, and, in fact, to look after them, and 
supply their wants, if leaving, or in any kind of 
trouble. 

It is surprising to find that this excellent and 
apparently perfectly unobjectionable plan did 
not sooner extend to other parishes and unions 
also, but we are not aware that it did so, till it 
developed into the scheme, reintroduced by the 
late Mrs. Nassau Senior, after her appointment 
as Inspector of District and Workhouse Schools, 
and after her death known as the " Metropolitan 
Association for befriending Young Servants," 
but chiefly those who have passed through the 
pauper schools.* 

I have spoken of this as the first beginning 

♦ This association has now for its Central Home the house 
occupied for seventeen years as the Workhouse Visiting Society's 
Industrial Home, 22, New Ormond Street. 
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of that branch of the work in London, but still 
earlier efforts were made at Bristol by two 
ladtes, who previously to the year i860 had 
their attention drawn to the friendless condition 
of workhouse girls, and, with the help of a paid 
agent, carried on a Preventive Mission for them, 
by means of visitation, Bible classes, and a 
registry office. Both these ladies are now con- 
nected with the London association, and are on 
its committee. 

Another plan which has since taken root and 
flourished, the boarding-out system for orphans, 
was first brought forward in the Journal of the 
Workhouse Visiting Society, in 1864,* when an 

* I find that a previous effort was that made by Mrs. Archer 
in 1 86 1, when she published the ** Scheme for Befriending 
Orphan Pauper Girls," in which the exact plans of subsequent 
associations are sketched out Her paper is so sensible, and so 
equally adapted to the present time as that in which it was 
written, that I have added it to the Appendix (No. VII.). 
It will be foimd to foreshadow almost literally the plans now 
carried out by the ** Boarding-out Society," which was begun in 
1870, when a deputation of seven ladies and three gentlemen 
waited on Mr. Goschen, the President of the Poor Law Board, 
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account of the working of the system in Scot- 
land was sent by the Clerk of the Edinburgh 
Parochial Board, who described it as perfectly 
successful in that country as well as in Ireland.* 
In 1866 a series of letters on the subject of 
workhouse management was asked for by the 
editor of the John Bull newspaper, who had 
seen some notice of the work of the society. 
These were contributed by me, and ought at 
least to be named as amongst the many steps 
and means which led to a consideration of the 

and Mrs. Archer presented to him the memorial signed by more 
than 3000 ladies, " praying that guardians be empowered to 
send children to board beyond the limits of their own unions, 
under the immediate supervision of ladies in co-operation with 
the Poor Law authorities, and also that guardians be authorized 
to deal .with such ladies direct, instead of with the foster-parents 
with whom the children are placed." The secretary of this 
association is Miss Preusser, Windermere. 

* The latest plan devised for improving the condition and 
training of pauper children is the formation of Village Homes, 
which are, in fact, district schools divided into families, with a 
"father and mother" at the head of each house. It is sur- 
prising that this admirable plan, so long adopted at Mettray, 
and at the Rauhe Haus at Hamburg, has not been sooner tried 
in this country, for the class of destitute and friendless orphans. 

£ 
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subject by the public, and opened the way to 
legislation. 

In the same year was published a " Letter to 
the President of the Poor Law Board," con- 
taining the results of the society's convictions, 
and adding as an appendix the letter to the 
Times on workhouse nurses in 1858, and the 
evidence on the Parliamentary Commission of 
1861. 

I think there can be little doubt in the minds 
of those who have followed the movement thus 
it^y that all the work of the previous twelve 
years had done much to prepare the way for 
further action by enlightening the public mind 
on the subject One result of perhaps the most 
importance was the ^^ Lancet Commission," 
which in 1866 was appointed by the editors 
of that paper, for the purpose of obtaining the 
reliable opinions of experienced medical men 
as to the condition and management of work- 
house infirmaries for the sick. Such authori- 
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tative confirmation of all that had been written 
and said on the subject could not but have great 
weight and influence, not only on the public 
mind, but, what was still more important, on 
that official Board, the members of which could 
no longer shut their ears to such plain state- 
ments of facts. The reports were probably read 
and very widely circulated at the time, and the 
remembrance of their revelations cannot yet 
have passed away. They may be said to have 
gathered up all that had previously been told 
uncfficially, and had become known to the now 
numerous body of workhouse visitors. 

There were, in fact, three sets of inquiries 
instituted at this time. i. The Lancet Sani- 
tary Commission for investigating the State of 
the Infirmaries and Workhouses. 2. Metro- 
politan Workhouses (Infirmary Wards) Reports 
of H. B. Farnall, Esq., and Dr. Edward Smith. 
(Returns to an order of the House of Commons.) 
3. Reports and Papers of the Society for Im- 
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proving London Workhouse Infirmaries. The 
work was thus described in a daily paper : " If 
we affirm that all these reports disclose the 
most lamentable deficiencies and the most 
radical errors in every one of the departments 
of management, we shall only say that which 
repeated proofs of isolated shortcomings have led 
every one to anticipate. . . . The subject is one 
which deeply concerns the honour, and touches 
the conscience of the people. The exposure of 
the evils which demand a cure was not due to 
an official hand ; it was a private work to which 
the power of public opinion and the expression 
of universal sympathy in the Press gave a force- 
that compelled official action ; and the officials 
of the Poor Law Board are walking at the rear 
rank of a procession in which the foremost 
banners are borne by private individuals." 

There is no doubt that the two cases of hard- 
ship and mismanagement which had startled 
and aroused the public mind in the Holborn 
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and St Giles's Workhouses in 1865, gave rise 
to the ^'Lancet Commission." Mr. Ernest Hart, 
of St. Mary's Hospital, suggested to the pro- 
prietors of that journal that the interior of 
infirmaries in which such scandalous cases could 
occur ou^t to be thoroughly examined. In 
this inquiry the late Dr. Anstie, of Westminster 
Hospital, and Dr. Carr, of Blackheath, were 
associated. 

But nine months elapsed, and the Poor Law 
Board was not stirred into action. In the 
beginning of 1867, Mr. Hart published a paper 
in the Fortnightly Review^ giving a condensed 
account of their investigations, and took steps 
which led to the formation of a committee, 
consisting of influential men, some of whom 
were members of Parliament. Shortly after, a 
public meeting was held in Willis's Rooms, at 
which Lord Carnarvon presided, and which was 
crowded by a number of the most notable 
persons in London. Resolutions were moved 
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by the Archbishop of York, seconded by Mr. 
T. Hughes, M.P. ; by Mr. Hart, seconded by 
Mr. W. H. Smith ; by Mr. Davenport Bromley, 
M.P., seconded by Sir J. K. Shuttleworth. This 
meeting had great effect. The desultory feel- 
ings of interest which had been evoked by 
previous recitals were brought to a focus, and 
before the deputation which was there appointed 
had arranged to wait on Mr. Villiers, he had 
desired Mr. Farnall (Metropolitan Poor Law 
Inspector) and Dr. Smith to commence that 
official investigation of which the results are 
now made known. Mr. Villiers could no longer 
deny that a case had been made out — he con- 
fessed that " he had yet to learn that there was 
any exaggeration in the statements ; " but he 
had to leave office before the plans suggested 
could be embodied in a Bill and brought before 
Parliament ; from the delay which had occurred 
in noticing the reports of the previous year, he 
was compelled to allow his successors the credit 
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of doing the work of which he himself saw at 
last the necessity. 

To those who have not been led to look into 
the question, and have only the vaguest ideas 
as to the work and scope of Poor Law adminis- 
tration, it may be of interest to give some of the 
figures and statistics as to the numbers of 
persons who pass under its jurisdiction in the 
metropolitan district alone. Mr. Farnall stated 
in his report that the forty workhouses were 
capable of accommodating 28,550 inmates, and 
that annually upwards of 23,000 persons were 
lodged in them. The inmates might be classi- 
fied as follows : viz. temporarily disabled, 6000 ; 
old and infirm, 10,300; imbeciles and idiots, 
1800; able-bodied, 1850; children, 3000. 
Amongst all these varied classes there might 
be said to have been little or no classification 
as far as management was considered ; and it 
was suggested by Mr. Farnall that any attempts 
to improve the treatment of the sick poor should 
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be based upon the principles and suggestions 
given by the eminent medical men who gave 
evidence oA the committee appointed by Mr. 
Viiliers. 

We cannot but suppose that the result which 
followed these publications and investigations 
was the Bill which Was brought forward in the 
following year, 1867, to counteract tiie evils and 
reform the system of management by intro- 
ducing the very principle which had been all 
along urged, viz. the classification and separa- 
tion of the various and heterogeneous popula- 
tion of workhouses. While these institutions 
were compelled to admit and treat in one 
building the sick and incurable, the able-bodied 
and vicious, under the same management and 
by nearly the same rules, it was evident that 
the best personal administration must fail to 
produce an)rthing like siatisfactory results. The 
completeness of the reforms suggested will be 
best conveyed in the words of the President, 
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who "explained the provisions of his Bill for 
the improved accommodation of the sick poor 
of the metropolis, prefacing it by an elaborate 
review of past legislation, and of the various 
inquiries into the subject, including those of the 
Lancet commissioner and of the commission of 
medical men appointed by himself last recess. 
From thes6 he showed that the chief improve- 
ments requisite were, greater cubical space, 
increased ventilation, and more complete classi- 
fication of the poor ; and assuming that he had 
to deal with 34,000 persons, including children, 
he proposed to obtain these improvements by 
placing all the imbeciles in separate establish- 
ments, by removing all children above two 
years to separate schools, and by providing new 
accommodation for 2000 lunatics, and for 700 
or 800 fever and small-pox patients, either by 
erecting new buildings or hiring old ones. The 
infirmaries for the remaining sick poor would be 
placed under separate Boards of Management, 
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for many of the evils in their condition sprang 
from their being managed under a system 
originally intended for the ordinary poor. By 
this means he hoped to secure more efficient 
inspection, and to give facilities for training 
nurses, and for educating medical officers." 

A leading article in the Times appeared on the 
same day (Feb. 9, 1867), endorsing these views, 
and, to the great joy of all who had been urging 
these reforms for many years, it advocated all 
that they had been striving for. We cannot 
do better than quote some of the words : " It 
opens questions which have engaged the attention 
of thinking men and experienced administrators 
for a long time, and which, as the spirit of 
humanity increasingly pervades society, will 
tend to become more and more matters of 
public concern. ... It is an attempt to remedy 
a deeply felt evil, a national disgrace, a too real 
grievance of the metropolitan poor. For the 
last two years the world has heard more than 
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enough of the London workhouses. Strange 
it is that we should have heard so little of them 
before/' (A good many people had heard much 
about them long before.) It then proceeded 
to state that workhouse reform began with the 
discovery of the case of a man in the Holborn 
Workhouse in 1864, and another, which followed 
quickly upon that, in the workhouse of St 
Giles and St. George, Bloomsbury. The article 
implied that no one had suspected anything 
amiss in the treatment of the sick poor till these - 
cases came to light; but the answer to this 
assertion will be found in the pages of the 
Workhouse Visiting Society's Journal, which 
had been issued continuously from 1859 to 1865, 
besides the various pamphlets which had con- 
tained similar statements. The Times itself 
admitted a letter on the subject of " Workhouse 
Nurses" as long ago as the year 1858, which 
proved how great were the abuses in the treat- 
ment of the sick, and the consequent need of 
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investigation and reform. It may be said that 
the society should have more vigorously incul- 
cated a knowledge of the state of things dis- 
covered by its members ; but it must be remem- 
bered that the utmost caution and discretion 
was necessary in conducting the proceedings of 
this unauthorized and unofficial visitation, as 
the visitors were entirely in the power of the 
guardians, and were liable to be dismissed at 
any moment if complaints against the manage- 
ment were incautiously made known.* 

The article I have referred to concludes 
with these remarks, which embody nearly all 
that had for years been felt to be the true and 
only solution of the difficulties and evils of 
workhouse management : " It is proper that 
the sick, and even those incurably disabled, 

• In 1866 one body of visitors was thus actually and sum- 
marily dismissed from a London workhouse, in consequence of 
the complaints of well-nigh intolerable grievances endured by 
the inmates having been noticed to the guardians by one of the 
ladies, a person of influence and position, as well as humanity. 
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should have some special provision made for 
them ; for though the workhouse is rightly made 
uninviting to the able-bodied pauper, it is in- 
human as well as impolitic to deny the weakly 
and suffering the means of recovery. The chief 
hindrance to the proper management of the sick 
wards seems to be the want of space, the next, 
the want of sufficient paid attendance. 

" By the establishment of district infirmaries 
on such a scale as will give each patient air 
enough to breathe, with a doctor who knows 
and will attend to his business, a proper nurse, 
and necessary medicines, and by supporting 
these institutions partly out of the general fund, 
the legislature may guard against a repetition 
of the late abuses." 

How far the Bill thus carefully framed and 
introduced has been carried out during the ten 
or eleven years that have elapsed, most persons 
who read the daily papers will be able to judge 
for themselves, when they find that new asylums 
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for the sick (and even special classes of the 
sick), as well as for the lunatic and imbecile, 
are from time to time being opened or enlarged 
in the metropolitan district ; and with the ex- 
tension and classification of the buildings has 
come also the improved management and super- 
vision that was anticipated, both within and 
from without. An enlarged Board of Managers 
have been able to perceive and know their 
duties, and to act upon this knowledge. The 
height of success to which any one institution 
has arrived may be said to have been attained 
when the new infirmary at Highgate, built for 
the reception of the sick, in the first instance, 
from St. Pancras, and afterwards from the 
different unions of St. Giles and St. George, 
Bloomsbury,Westminster>and the Strand Unions, 
as a central sick asylum, was placed under the 
management of the staff of nurses from the 
Nightingale Fund at St. Thomas's Hospital, in 
the year 1870; when, from the testimony of all 
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who witnessed the results, we may believe that 
as high a state of excellence was reached as we 
need ever look for or expect in similar institu- 
tions. On the lamented death of the late 
matron, Miss Hill, the plan was, as we think un- 
fortunately, broken through, and the connection 
with St Thomases Hospital given up. But, 
though a retrograde movement may now and 
then be made, we can hardly doubt that on the 
whole the progress has been great, if gradual, 
and that we have long since passed the stage at 
which what has been would again be possible.* 



• » We must not forget that the first and most important 
advance in the supervision of workhouse infirmaries was made at 
Liverpool, in the year 1865, when the vast establishment there 
was placed under the care of Agnes Jones, the devoted and 
admirable woman who was the first to raise the position and the 
work to the highest level, and in the end gave her life as a 
sacrifice to it She was trained at the Nightingale Fund School, 
St. Thomas's Hospital, and was engaged by the Vestry of 
Liverpool to introduce trained nursing into the infirmary attached 
to their immense workhouse. Commencing with a staff of 
twelve trained nurses (also from the same school), and with the 
charge of a section only of the wards, she had succeeded, by the 
year 1868, when she died, in establishing trained nursing through- 
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I must go back to the year 1872 to notice 
one most important step which was then taken 
by the President of the Poor Law Board, the 
Right Hon. J. Stansfeld. No one who had any 
knowledge of the work of the society, or had 
followed its plans and suggestions, could fail to 
have observed that the point of womaris work 
had all along been urged as of the most vital 
importance. It was alleged, and since that time 
has come to be almost universally acknowledged, 
that a great part of the evils which had grown 
up around the system were owing to the fact 
that it was carried out entirely by men — that the 
" female element *' (as Mrs. Jameson expressed 
it) had been entirely ignored, and that the fate 
and control of the thousands of women and 
children who came under the Poor Law was 

out the infirmary — containing upwards of 1200 patients — and in 
initiating a training school. 

The organization thus begun — a most noble work — ^has since 
been continued by the Vestry upon the same basis of trained 
nurses under a trained superintendent. 
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in the hands of guardians, who could hardly be 
supposed to know all that was needful on this 
subject. 

The plea had, therefore, been incessantly put 
forth in all the writings and statements of the 
Workhouse Visiting Society for the introduction 
of the influence of women into all the depart- 
ments of workhouse management — the house- 
hold, the schools, the nursery, the infirmary ; for 
how could men alone be fit judges of all that 
went on there, the one paid and overworked 
matron (aided by pauper women of the lowest 
class) being the sole representative of the other 
sex whose province is acknowledged by all 
the world to lie in these very spheres of 
action ? 

Educated women as guardians, as matrons, 
as nurses, as inspectors, had been over and over 
again urged as the one hope of reform and 
amelioration, ever since the theme was first 
taken up by Mrs. Jameson in her "Lectures 

F 
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on the Social Employments of Women," and 
"Communion of Labour/' in 1855-56.* 

But the idea, like many others, had, with 
regard to this point, taken more than the 
allotted ** ten years " to ripen ; yet great was 
the rejoicing when it was found that it was pro- 
posed, by the central and all-important office, 
to break through the long-established custom 
and routine, and actually to appoint a lady as 
official inspector of all the metropolitan work- 
house and district schools, with the view of 
gaining evidence upon the conflicting testimony 
with regard to the system of boarding out 
orphan pauper children. 

No more fortunate or judicious appointment 
could have been made for this first experiment 
in an untried field than that of the late lamented 
Mrs. Nassau Senior, whose early removal from 
her work must be deplored by all who had the 
happiness of knowing her and it Those who 
* Now, unfortunately, out of print. 
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watched her unwearied labours during the short 
year allotted to her for her arduous task, will 
know how complete and thorough was her ful- 
filment of it. The best comment upon the 
opinion entertained by the office which had 
appointed her, was, that the resolution was made 
for the appointment, intended originally for the 
year, and for one definite purpose, to be ex- 
tended into a permanent one, as an inspector 
of workhouses — than which no more important 
resolution could have been made. 

And here, in relating the past, as well as 
referring to the future (which we have said is 
the more important part and object of this 
article), we cannot but lament that this excel- 
lent resolution should have been allowed to 
lapse and to end with the life of her who so 
aHy first fulfilled its duties. It would no doubt 
be difficult to find one who should unite in so 
remarkable a manner the qualities necessary 
for so difficult a task which Mrs. Senior pos- 
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sessed, but still the effort might surely be made 
to supply her place, and so maintain the on- 
ward advance which had been so successfully 
made. 

It must have been long since evident to all 
who have known anything of the subject, that 
woman's influence and supervision is absolutely 
necessary, if these large institutions are to be 
in any respect worthy of their position in a 
great and charitable country like England. To 
give experienced and qualified women a share 
in the inspection and management of the work- 
houses throughout the kingdom, would ensure 
all the improvements that can be required, now 
that legislation has done so much as regards 
the machinery. 

At the same time, in recording the progress 
that has been made in the past, the chief objjcct 
in writing these remarks has been to show that 
we have not yet attained to all the measure of 
excellence that is desirable ; that it requires still 
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an effort to maintain that height of reform 
which has been reached, and from which we are 
in danger of relapsing. The remainder of this 
article will be occupied in pointing out some of 
those improvements and reforms which should 
be steadily kept in view by all who have in- 
fluence in this matter, and are not satisfied that 
everything has been accomplished at which we 
should aim. 

Those who have followed the subject and 
read the various publications at the time they 
were issued, will have noticed the chief points 
which were urged from the very beginning, 
and on which it was believed the hopes of 
reform depended. 

Three of these may be thus briefly stated : — 

1. The classification of the inmates and separa- 
tion of the different classes, in order that each 
class might receive the management adapted to 
its wants. 

2. The electioii of a superior class of guardians. 
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unbiased by any personal views and interests, 
and who would be able to discharge their duties 
in an intelligent and unprejudiced manner. 

3. The appointment of a higher class of 
superintendents, with education and administra- 
tive powers to fit them for their posts.* 

It will be seen that the two last reforms hang 
upon each other, and that if we are to have 
a better class of superintendents, they must be 
upheld by the authority of the guardians. The 
first point may be said to have been gained 
when Mr. Gathorne Hardy's Bill was passed in 
1867, and the power obtained to separate the 
different classes, at least throughout the metro- 
politan district. And this improvement has 
entailed in a great measure the second, as the 
Boards of Guardians or managers in the new 
large asylums have been selected from a higher 

* An association is now formed for ** promoting trained 
nursing in Sick Asylums and Infirmaries ; " the result of a 
meeting held at the Dowager Marchioness of Lothian's, in 
July, 1879. 
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class and from an enlarged area. The advan- 
tages of this reform can hardly be overrated, 
and the few cases in which it has been fully 
carried out only serve to show indisputably the 
immense gain that has been obtained. In these 
respects the country unions have always been 
better off, for in almost all instances the parish 
clergyman or the neighbouring magistrate have 
been ex-officio members of the Board, and have 
interested themselves personally in the manage- 
ment of the workhouse, while in London this 
has been rarely, if ever, the case. How far we are 
still from having obtained all that is necessary 
in this direction, we think few who have had 
any knowledge of Boards oif Guardians, or have 
tried to act with them, will be inclined to doubt. 
The greatest advance in the right direction 
that has ever been made, is in the now very 
general co-operation with voluntary charity out- 
side, to which many Boards of Guardians have 
assented. All who are acquainted with th^ 
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subject will know how strongly (but for a long 
time hopelessly), this point was urged by writers 
on the question, and to the exertions of the 
Charity Organization Society is mainly due this 
most beneficial result, which confers benefits 
equally great and important on both branches 
of work amongst the poor. 

As regards the third point, so urgently pleaded 
during the last twenty years, it is strange that 
so little advance has been made. 

When women are everywhere calling out for 
work and employment, it would seem that posts 
offering remuneration generally far beyond what 
can be earned by teaching, would be sought for 
and obtained ; the management of a household 
and the government of some hundreds of per- 
sons, many of these being women and children, 
might, we should suppose, offer a most fitting 
and welcome employment for numbers of well- 
educated and intelligent women, and at least be 
as attractive as the superintendence of hospitals 
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and prisons ; but though both these classes of 
institutions have long since attracted educated 
women, it is rare to find that they have applied 
for, still more rarely been accepted in, work- 
houses. The chief cause of this must be referred 
to the second point of still necessary reforms to 
which we have drawn attention. 

But it is possible that there may be another 
reason also, viz. the doubt if women of the 
upper classes are really qualified by previous 
training to fill such posts, where a thorough 
knowledge of domestic economy and homely 
duties are amongst the first requisites, and, at 
least in the estimation of the guardians, take 
precedence of all others. 

If this should be the case, we would urge 
upon women the duty and necessity of duly 
qualifying themselves for such work as they 
would have to perform in the superintendence 
of workhouses and infirmaries, where the in- 
fluence of a higher class of women would be 
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of such inestimable advantage. It has always 
been a subject of astonishment, more especially 
with regard to the numerous district schools 
long since established in the metropolitan dis- 
trict, that women of education, obliged to earn 
a living, have not ever (as far as we are aware) 
applied for these posts, where they would be 
invaluable, and where, as is well known, there 
is much that could be improved. It is strange 
that in the case of these schools, when the 
enlarged Board of Management extends beyond 
the limits of a single parish' or union, this 
matter should never have been thought of or 
carried out. What a field would there be here, 
amongst the thousands of poor, neglected, 
almost orphaned children (for many who have 
parents, we know, would be happier and safer 
without them), for the exercise of woman's true 
and best work— the care of and influence over 
children ! And not only for them, but for the 
whole vast organization of these schools, what 
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a happy change it would be ! The difficulties so 
often occurring between the managers and the 
teachers, the one drawing in an opposite direc- 
tion from the other (owing, probably, to the 
sympathy with differing kinds of work, intellec- 
tual and industrial), would be smoothed over 
and set at rest by the appointment of women 
of intelligence and education as supreme heads 
over the whole, who would be able rightly to 
discern the respective claims of each depart- 
ment. 

But the advantages that would be derived 
from a Board of Guardians being selected from 
a wider range and higher class are so manifold, 
that they may be said to include all other 
desired reforms. Many of those who are at 
present elected are wholly ignorant of the work- 
ing of the Poor Laws, and must therefore be 
incompetent to carry out their intentions in 
any liberal sense. Any one who ever takes the 
trouble to look at the small local papers in 
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which the proceedings are recorded, can hardly 
find, in all the round of this class of literature, 
any more pitiful or depressing display of the 
weakness and pettiness of human nature than 
the proceedings of some Boards of Guardians. 
How can we wonder that such managers choose 
and prefer a class of officials who will be in all 
respects subordinate to themselves, and that 
ladies cannot be found to offer themselves for 
these posts ? It was well said in one of the 
earlier publications on this subject, that any 
clever woman placed in authority as matron, 
was well able to deceive and control a Board 
of Guardians, so long as she was content to 
bow down to them in all things, and trouble 
them with no suggestions. It is easy to under^ 
stand their unwillingness to appoint any one 
superior to themselves, for much would then be 
seen and discovered that would be very incon^ 
venient. We do not say that things are not 
better, even in this respect, than they were some 
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years ago ; but every one knows how far the 
election of guardians is still from what it ought 
to be, and how, probably, the majority offer 
themselves from some interested motive, con- 
nected with the contracts, or with "keeping 
down the rates " — a process which often means 
the voting against some enlightened and really 
necessary expenditure of ;^S, which in the end 
would save £^o. It is also well known how far 
personal and private friendship and animosities 
are concerned in voting for or against motions 
brought before the Board. We believe that 
these remarks apply equally to country Boards, 
where farmers predominate, and to those of our 
towns, where the tradesmen do so even more. 

The gross mistakes that have been made, 
even in the recent buildings of our new work- 
house infirmaries, prove only too clearly the 
incompetency of those who have had the matter 
in their hands.* Owing to a narrow and short- 
• See Appendix V. 
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sighted policy and economy, it is well known 
that frequent controversies have been carried 
on between the guardians and the medical 
officers, who are not consulted as they should 
be in all matters connected with the welfare 
of the sick poor ; * and amongst various sugges- 
tions for the improvement of these asylums or 
infirmaries, one most important plan has been 
brought forward, for which, however, an altera- 
tion in the Act of Parliament is required — ^viz. 
the opening them to medical students for the 
clinical study of disease. It is proposed that 
students of third and fourth years should be 
admitted, as the larger institutions abound with 
interesting cases ; and how valuable the assist- 
ance of these young men would be we need 
hardly urge, when we find that as many as 500 
patients are sometimes placed under the care 
of two medical men. 

• There can be no doubt that the medical superintendent 
ought to be the supreme head of the infirmary, and have a seat 
at the Board. 
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The evils of the pauper nurse system have 
been so incessantly and continuously brought 
forward, that it hardly seems necessary to dwell 
upon it again, especially as it is being gradually, 
at least in part, done away with. In no case 
should they ever be entrusted with, or allowed 
access to, the stimulants and medicine furnished 
to the sick. The baneful influence of these 
women, especially in the nurseries, and all the 
departments for children, is so self-evident and 
well known, that it is needless to speak of it 
again here. It is alleged that respectable women 
would be found to become nurses at workhouse 
infirmaries (as has been proved at Highgate) if 
proper accommodation be provided for them ; 
but, unhappily, this is rarely the case in an 
adequate degree, though few instances may now 
be found like those brought forward twenty 
years ago, when the same nurse lived and slept 
night and day, in the ward filled with her 
patients. 
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Another suggestion urged by those who have 
practical knowledge of the subject is, that no 
officer of whatever rank should be appointed to 
any post in a new infirmary which is intended 
to be carried on in a manner different from the 
" workhouse " (an institution long since entirely 
misnamed) who has ever been connected with a 
workhouse; and in this idea there is surely 
much good sense and reason. It is still further 
suggested that with a Board of Guardians drawn 
from a higher class, the clerk should be a 
solicitor, by which arrangement many difficulties 
would be avoided. 

Why the appointment of master should not 
invariably have been given to a man of superior 
position we have never been able to understand, — 
the post being one that requires great discretion 
and powers of government, such as we might 
expect to find in retired officers from the army 
and navy, who are now chosen for our prisons. 
The instance of a former porter of a London 
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workhouse who was (twenty years ago) pro- 
moted to the post of master and governor over 
SCO persons, is still fresh in my mind, with all 
the results of his horrible f^^wmanagement.* 

Then, again, reporters should be admitted to 
the meetings of Boards, for only in this way can 
the ratepayers have a chance of knowing what 
goes on in this little Parliament. It has always 
been a matter of astonishment that the electors 
(the public) should have so little curiosity as to 
the proceedings of their representatives, jealous 
as Englishmen generally are upon this point, 
especially where the expenditure of money is 
concerned. Equally astonishing is it that so 
little curiosity should ever have been manifested 
as to the condition and treatment of the thou- 
sands of inmates throughout the country. 
Great as are the improvements that have been 
made, especially with regard to the sick, since 
their separation from the workhouses, so called, 

* See Appendix IX. 

a 
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there can be little doubt that much still remains 
to be done and many grievances to be redressed. 
It would be impossible to enumerate all these, 
but one or two may be mentioned, which it 
is feared still exist. Only two years ago the 
following statement was made with regard to 
the burial of the dead : — " The dead are laid in 
shells, the boards unplaned inside, upon a 
sprinkling of sawdust, perfectly naked, with 
a strip of calico over the body only. The poor 
woman I saw in the shed (probably the dead- 
house) adjoining the stone yard, was in a shell, 
intended for a very large body, and whoever 
laid her out had not even closed the mouth." 

That such practices were common some time 
ago there can be no doubt; but the fact was 
confirmed also quite recently by another instance 
when a respectable poor and worn-out old 
woman, who had worked to the last to support 
herself, at length '^went in;" and her only 
request to a former kind visitor was that she 
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would give her some old garment which she 
might keep for her burial (probably bribing the 
nurse so to use it), expressing her horror at 
finding that paupers were buried without any 
covering, beyond perhaps shavings, which we 
have known to be employed. 

Such things could not exist if the manage- 
ment of these institutions were in the hands 
of superior persons, who, with or without the 
consent of the guardians, would arrange such 
matters with decency and order. 

That the burial of paupers is still far from 
being always conducted with due propriety is 
certainly also a fact to be lamented. The 
curtailment or omission of parts of the service, 
and the burials of several together in indecent 
haste, has been frequently observed by those 
who have attended the funerals ; but it is 
possible that the blame for this is due rather 
to the chaplains of the cemeteries than to the 
officials of the Poor Law. 
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It is certainly to be regretted that there is not 
a more active and efficient supervision of the 
work of chaplains in workhouses, by the bishops 
and pastors of our Church ; for what guarantee is 
there at present for the due performance of 
their duties ? If the number of visits is entered 
for the inspection of the guardians, that is all, 
we believe, that is required, and who is there to 
tell of the neglects and deficiencies of their 
work? I could tell of numerous cases where 
weeks have elapsed without a visit to the sick 
wards and to dying people, and when the Holy 
Communion has been actually desired and not 
offered. It is easy to say such requests ought 
to be made known, and the chaplain would no 
doubt go in all cases when sent for ; but this is 
far from being all that is necessary, for how 
indifferent are the majority of guardians and 
officials as to these matters, and how unwilling 
are the poor to make known their requests ! 
When the salaries given to the chaplains are 
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such as compel other and laborious work and 
duties to be combined, how can we expect the 
time and attention that ought to be given to 
the spiritual care of many hundreds of sick and 
suffering persons ? 

Another grievance of a different kind, though 
it may seem but a trifling one to name, is that 
of the tea, which is at least frequently supplied, 
and which is as generally complained of; a 
defect due, no doubt, to the method of making 
it, either by the addition of soda, or by the 
process of boiling. The grievance and hardship 
is a real one to all who have not the means of 
making their own cup of tea, a privilege far 
more valued than even good food by the sick 
and aged. 

The one great drawback to life in a work- 
house must ever remain to the decent poor, and 
that is the unavoidable mixture of character, the 
bad ones being able to render miserable the 
lives of the quiet and respectable. This, and 
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the necessary loss of liberty, will, we believe, ever 
remain as a check upon any undue desire on the 
part of the poor to enter these asylums, and so 
the fear of rendering them attractive by being 
made " too comfortable " need not hamper us ; 
but that there should be some continual restraint 
on conduct and language by the presence of 
persons above the pauper class, we think cannot 
be doubted. The misery that is inflicted by 
the unrestrained language and quarrelling where 
only pauper nurses reign supreme, is well known 
to all who have the sympathy and confidence of 
the poor. 

We have no intention or wish to deny the 
many improvements that have been made, but 
we are compelled to speak as well of the many 
sad deficiencies that remain. In one London 
workhouse, where startling revelations once 
appeared, there is now, through the kind thought 
of the guardians, a large receptacle placed at 
the door, asking the passers-by for newspapers 
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and flowers for the sick inmates. Yet in the 
same workhouse much is still left to the sole 
power of the pauper women who act as nurses.* 
In one ward of thirteen imbecile and helpless 
bedridden women, there are constant changes 
of the nurse ; one, who went out at Christmas 
for the day, never returned, and a fresh one 
had to be sought out amongst the very few 
capable ones of any kind who were in the 
house. Their trustworthiness and fitness may be 
guessed at from the fact we have named ; yet 
in this very workhouse, until the last few years, 
there was no paid person but the master, his wife, 
and daughter. Now there are five or six such 
nurses for the sick, who there number as many 
hundreds. How the difficulty of expense as to 
providing entirely paid and efficient persons is to 
be got over, we do not at present see ; but this 
most objectionable plan is being done away with 
in all the new sick asylums and infirmaries. 
♦ The sick are now removed to a separate infirmary. 
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But we feel that all the minor reforms which 
we would fain see introduced would surely 
follow, if the two points to which we have 
alluded were once reached, viz. a higher class 
of guardians and superintendents. A woman, 
more especially, who would have the sense to 
perceive and the tact to discern all these 
matters, which essentially belong to her province, 
would quickly find the ways and the means for 
all needed improvements. The only hope of 
this good result being attained is still to urge it, 
and bring it before that all-powerful influence, 
" public opinion." 

But it may be asked by our readers, in conclu- 
sion, how and in what shape does the Workhouse 
Visiting Society exist at the present time } We 
have said that its organ of information and 
communication ceased to be published in 1865, 
because it was then felt that its work was in a 
great measure accomplished, and had in fact 
passed into the hands of those who would be 
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more able to bring its labours and investigations 
to a practical result. The constant repetition, 
which could not be avoided in a periodical 
which dealt only with one subject, it was feared, 
would become wearisome and monotonous, and 
the Workhouse Infirmaries Commission would 
then, it was hoped and expected, work out the 
problems and solve the difficulties. Another 
ally came into the field in the year 1864, which 
took up most influentially the chief work aimed 
at by the society, viz. that of introducing visitors 
into workhouses. The late lamented Mrs. Tait, 
wife of the Archbishop, had ever been foremost 
in her kind support of the cause, and also in her 
own personal labours as a visitor, both at Ful- 
ham, St. James's, and Lambeth (attending 
frequently the committee meetings at that work- 
house). When, therefore, the association of 
ladies for all kinds of work in the diocese was 
organized by the Archbishop (then Bishop of 
London) and Mrs. Tait, this branch of work- 
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house visiting naturally claimed a prominent 
place, and under such powerful influence admis- 
sion was gained into nearly all the workhouses 
of the metropolis. This work is still continued 
by the members of the association, under the 
Bishop of London and Miss Jackson. 

We believe that at the present time there is 
no Board of Guardians and no chaplain who 
would refuse admission to the lady visitors thus 
introduced. The "Chinese wall of prejudice" 
has so far been levelled during the twenty-five 
years since the first breach was attempted by 
the solitary and individual pioneers who began 
the work. 
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EXTRACTS FROM MY DIARY^ 



APPENDIX I. 

My first visit to a workhouse was on February i, 1853, 
when I went to the Strand Union, in Cleveland Street, to 

see old Mrs. S , who was obliged to give up her home 

and go in. I had obtained an order from the Chairman 
of the Board of Guardians, and the master and matron 
readily admitted us, and agreed to show us over the 
house. They were kind-hearted, old-fashioned people, 
and had charge of the St. Clement Danes Workhouse for 
many years, when it was on the present site of King's 
College Hospital. In visiting poor people in a district, I 
had often heard of some who were going in. One poor 
old lonely woman, in whom I felt much interest, was 
obliged at last to break up her home and depart. I often 
reproached myself with not going to see her, when I 
heard, in about six weeks after, that she had gone quite 
out of her mind and died. But in those days I fancied 
the workhouse was an inaccessible fortress, which could 
only be entered through great difficulties and dangers. 
At last one most respectable and good old woman, who had 
supported herself by doing the best kind of flannel-work 
for the best shops, after struggling on month after month, 
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was forced to give up, and her only comfort in going 
seemed to be the hope of seeing an old friend. ' I promised 
to visit her. Though she was near eighty when she went 
in, she yet lived some years, and was the chief object of 
my visits to the workhouse during that time. Her suffer- 
ings were great, and they were greatly aggravated by the 
treatment of the nurses. At the first visit I found a 
courteous reception. The kind master and matron asked 
me to go again to read to a poor sick woman to whom 
I had spoken. This was an opening which I gladly 
availed myself of, and as we were well known in the 
parish to which the workhouse belonged, and to the 
Chairman of the Board, no difficulty was in the way of 
my going into any ward as often as I could find time. 
At the very first visit, I was forcibly struck by what has 
been my conviction ever since : the great want which is 
the evil of workhouses — efficient supervision. The sight 
of numbers of young women, many of them with babies 
in their arms, left wholly alone, and with no other control 
than that of pauper women, appeared to me a most hope- 
lessand unfortunate state of things. 

Shortly before this visit I had read a pamphlet upon 
workhouses, published by Rivington, which confirmed 
many ideas I had previously had about them. From all 
I had heard from the poor, I felt sure they were not 
managed as they might be and ought to be. 

I talked to one or two of the women in the sick ward. 
One spoke of having been a great sinner, but appeared to 
• be very repentant. I offered to go again to read to her, 
and my proposal was willingly agreed to by the matron, 
who said "she would be glad if I would visit her." I 
determined to act upon this permission, and I continued 
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to do so till her death ; and afterwards I went on visiting 

Mrs. S , and made other acquaintances. In the course 

of that spring I paid thirteen visits to the Strand Union. 
I thought the benefit might be extended by having other 
ladies allowed to visit ; and as I knew the chairman, I 
apphed to him on the subject, personally and by letter. 
I paid him several visits in Clare Court, and he seemed 
favourable to the plan, though he could do nothing of 
himself. 

He appeared to be chiefly impressed with the con- 
viction of the hopeless character of the younger women. 
An application to the guardians brought an answer that 
unpaid and voluntary efforts were not sanctioned by the 
Poor Law Board, and the offer was declined. So the 
matter ended for the time. The master and matron 
would have aided me,'and thought that much might be 
done. The chaplain seemed a very inefficient person* 
and I never saw him. 

1854. — ^As the difficulty seemed to rest with the Poor 
Law Board, and I could get no satisfactory answer from 
them, I determined to ask for an interview. The Hon. 
Matthew Talbot Baines was then President, and I was 
told he was a very good and benevolent man. April 8th 
was the day fixed for the interview. I went to Whitehall, 
expecting to find the "Board'* to consist of a large 
number of gentlemen seated round a long table, and I 
had great fears and tremblings about it ; I was quite 
haunted by the thoughts of it for many days beforehand, 
and I longed to get it over. J suppose I looked as if I 
was going to something formidable, for the porter or 
attendant who showed me in said, as we went up the 
stairs, " You need not be afraid, ma'am ; you will find them 
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v6ry nice gentlemen indeed;" and I was much relieved 
by hearing that there were only Mr. Baines and Lord 
Courtenay (the Secretary) present They were seated at 
a long table in a large room. The President had a very 
agreeable appearance and manner, and quite encouraged 
conversation. Lord C. said less, and had very much 
of the official and discouraging air about him, as if he 
thought me — as, no doubt, he did — a troublesome person 
to meddle with their affairs. I believe, however, I fully 
explained my cause. I even ventured to ask if they 
could not give at least a recommendation to Boards of 
Guardians that ladies should be allowed to visit ; but that 
was declined. Lord C. said, however, that if I could 
get the sanction of^?;/^ Board of Guardians they would not 
refuse permission, and that would be a great step gained. 
I think Mr. Baines quite admitted that good might be 
done by what I proposed. When I mentioned some- 
thing about the chaplain, they said a new one had just 

received their sanction, and Mr. R was appointed. 

I suppose such a result as this is as much as is ever 
gained by an " official " interview, and I was obliged to 
be satisfied. It was clear that this was not the real cause 
of the guardians' refusal, for on representing to them what 
I had done, and renewing my application, the offer was 
still declined. I saw the new chaplain at the union and 
at his own house, and he said he would gladly assist me, 
owning he could do little or nothing with many of the 
inmates, but feared to say anything to the guardians, as 
he was so lately appointed. I felt greatly cast down and 
discouraged. The porter was frequently changed, and 
a new one was so rude and insolent that I quite dreaded 
to go. Altogether I paid fewer visits this year — only 
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nine — though I hardly ever went without feeling it was a 
comfort to some, and meeting with old acquaintances 
who knew something about me, and must have been 
cheered by seeing a visitor. 

1855. — Paid four visits to the workhouse, and I again 
saw the chairman about more regular visiting, but with- 
out effect. The good master and matron died, and I 
felt more discouraged still. The new ones did not seem 
as if they would do anything. The master had been 
formerly porter at the gate, and was a most unfit person ; 
the matron was passionate, and much disliked, and the 
complaints were universal ; yet the guardians were well 
satisfied, and said they kept order, and were economical — 
the best they could have. 

During this autumn at Surbiton I went to visit the 
Kingston Union, with the chaplain. It contained 150 
inmates, and appeared to be kept in very good order, as 
such a small number was quite under the control of two 
people, who were kind and fitted for their work. Even 
here the visits of ladies who would read to the old people 
would have been a comfort. The infirmary is aT'separate 
building, and is superintended by a separate matron. 
During this time I decided on writing something on the 
subject, and prepared a pamphlet, which was pubhshed at 
the end of the year by Longmans, " A Few Words about 
the Inmates of our Union Workhouses." I saw Mrs. 
Jameson one day, and asked her about it, and she quite 
advised my doing so ; she had brought the subject forward 
in her lecture on " Sisters of Charity," and she said to me, 
" Strike whilst the iron is hot.*' I sent the manuscript 
also to Mr. Maurice and Miss Williams Wynn, and both 
approved of it. The subject of visiting workhouses was 
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mentioned by the former in a circular he had printed 
about forming classes for women at the Working Men's 
College, and in the sunamer a lecture was given there by 
Mr. Brewer on " Workhouse Visiting." 

1856. — My visit to a third workhouse was to see J. 
T , in the St. G . He was in a ward partly under- 
ground, with a stone floor \ the beds, sheets, and shirts 
were quite dirty and grey. He said he had not seen the 
matron more than once during four months, only the 
chaplain and the guardians occasionally ; the nurse was an 
old Roman Catholic, with a bloated face, above seventy. 
To get in I had to wait with a crowd at the office door 
to obtain a ticket. Visits to the sick are only allowed 
once a week, for one hour. 

March Zth. — I took Mrs. Jameson to see the Strand 
Union, as she was preparing her second lecture, *' The 
Commimion of Labour," and workhouses were especially 
to be brought forward. We agreed it was a most de- 
pressing sight, more so than any prison, for there seemed 
no effort working for good, or to combat the evil. There 
was then a civil porter, to whom I spoke, and said I hoped 
kindness would be shown to the poor, who often com- 
plained of their treatment. 

March 17th, — I went with Mrs. Jameson to see the 
Roman Catholic establishment of the " Little Sisters of 
the Poor," at Hammersmith, where about sixty old and 
sick women are taken care of, exactly of the same class 
as in our workhouses ; but the law or spirit of " love " 
reigned there. One sister said, "So disagreeable and 
arduous are our duties, that we have to think every morn- 
ing of the motive of doing them — for the love of God." 
They get up constantly in the night to attend to the 
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patients, and sit and live with them, eating of the scraps 
that they daily beg and collect in the neighbourhood ; 
yet they said their health was excellent. In the garden 
was a separate house for miserable, sick, and idiotic 
children. Why cannot Protestants do the same works 
with the same motives? Many were in bed, but some 
were sitting up. They make up old clothes, and seldom 
buy anything new. One of the two sisters, founders of 
this order, came over from France to institute this house, 
but is now dead, at the age of thirty-six. Many of the 
inmates were Irish Roman Catholics, whom the sisters 
said they wished to save from the workhouse. 

yune 26M. — I went with Mrs. Jameson to see the 

St. Pancras Workhouse with Mrs. T , who had been 

mentioned to me as being one of the committee forming 
for visiting the workhouse. We heard much of the new 
arrangements, and of the miserable old state of things. 
One poor woman said their sheets had not been changed 
formerly for months. The matron of the infirmary seemed 
a good woman, and paid nurses were just being tried ; 
the schools were not then moved. 

This year I paid seven visits to the Strand Union, 
besides others to St. Gileses. 

Once I was kept waiting with a crowd for some time 
after the hour appointed, and of this I complained. It 
was snowing, and miserably wet. I saw the master, and 
was taken by him to the medical man, who seemed to be 
the authority. Of course, at first he denied that it could 
be otherwise ; but when I convinced him how long we 
had been kept, and the injustice of depriving the poor 
people of half the short time allowed for visiting their 
friends, he said it should be looked to and remedied. 

H 
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After I had left, he ran after me to say that he had 
ascertained it was all correct, and was much obliged to 
.me for mentioning it. 

December i^th, — I went to the Islington Workhouse to 
visit old F — 7-, a blind man, who wished to see me. He 
had often told me^accounts of his hfe there, and of his 
misery from the bad language, from which he had no 
refuge but by going to bed at six o'clock ; but then he 
was woke up when the others came to bed, and was often 
disturbed all night. He was a very respectable man, and 
had seen better days. One of his expressions in speaking 
of the language was, "It makes my blood creep." The 
boys were taught to be as bad as the older men, by all 
being together. I could not hear much from him, as the 
nurse always took care to be close by on these occasions. 
One poor man in the ward was evidently quite half-witted, 
and they said he was a dreadful trouble, wanting to 
undress and go to bed in the daytime, etc. The nurse, 
with all her talking and threatening, could not manage 
him, and a man was called in to assist. I talked to him, 
and begged him to read and be quiet. The poor creature 
said, " Well, I really will try," and he seemed softened 
and more reasonable. How little are the arts of persua- 
sion known or tried by those who have this difficult 
work ! Signs were not wanting that the subject was 
gaining ground as to interest and importance. There 
was even another pamphlet published upon it, " The Duty 
of Workhouse Visitation, and how to do it," with a 
reference to Captain Trotter. I wrote to him about it, 
and sent him mine. I had an anonymous note from a 
workhouse visitor, rejoicing in my pamphlet, and sending 
me a little tract called "A Wide Field of Usefulness,'' 
urging the same thing. 
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I also heard from Miss B , in Lincolnshire, who 

visited in the Lincoln Workhouse, and every account of 
success was an encouragement when at first I had seemqd " 
alone in my work. 

I forgot to mention that one of my first encouragements 
was finding from Mrs. Plumptre that Mrs. Hare had 
attempted the plan of ladies' visiting in Sussex, and that 
the behaviour of the inmates was found to be greatly 
improved by their influence. It was this that first 
emboldened me to apply to the guardians for leave to 
introduce lady visitors. 

1857. — The subject made great strides during this year, 
and our efforts were evidently blessed. In January I saw a 
letter in the Guardian^ on the subject of " Homes for the 
Disabled Poor." I felt a strong desire to answer this with 
a few words about workhouses, which it seemed to me 
ought to and might be what we wanted for our poor. I 
wrote it without much expectation of seeing it in print, 
but it was inserted, and I felt very thankful that the 
matter was at last brought before the public. At the end 

of last year, Mrs. T had asked me to write something 

for their Ladies' Committee at St. Pancras, which she 
thought would encourage them ; I did not know exactly 
what I had to say, but I began it, and found I had material 
enough for a long paper. After they had read it, it was 
proposed to pubhsh it, and one or two newspapers were 
suggested. I took it with me when I went to Brighton, 
^nd finding that I had been successful with my first 
attempt in the Guardian^ I determined to try for this also, 
and wrote it out directly, and sent it up on Monday even- 
ing. I was agreeably surprised to find it inserted as a 
leading article in the Wednesday's number, and a note 
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from the editor explained that he thought it Important 
enough to place it thus, which he did without waiting to 
ask permission. 

In the course of February I saw a notice in the 
Times that a motion was to be brought forward in 
Parliament, for an inquiry into the management of metro- 
politan workhouses, by Lord Raynham. I had never 
heard of him, and was anxious to know his motives in 
taking up the subject. I ventured to write to him, and 
had a polite answer, saying he should be glad of any 
further communication. Just then the ministers went out, 
and the whole subject was postponed. 

At this time I had a letter from a Mrs. Sheppard, sent 
through Longmans, in answer to my pamphlet, speaking of 
her interest in the work at Frome, and telling me of what 
she had done. This grew into a correspondence, which 
continued at intervals with much interest for some years. 
Mrs. S. shortly after published a pamphlet called " Ex- 
periences of a Workhouse Visitor," and she sent me 
several extracts of answers she had received, all showing 
an awakening interest in the subject. 

In March I went to Paris for a month, and during that 
time I visited several charitable institutions, with a view 
to comparing them with our workhouses. The result of 
these visits I published in a letter to the Guardian on my 
return. I had one answer, sent through the editor, from 
Dr. Chambers, wishing to see a " Maison de Sant^ " for 
men here, and saying that my account quite agreed with 
his own experiences when a medical student in Paris.* 

* These snggestions are now being carried out by the Home 
Hospitals Association, etc, twenty-two years after. 
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In the course of the spring Mrs. S- suggested that- 1 
should pubhsh together the several letters I had sent to 
the Guardian^ which was the first idea I had of doing so. 
I began to arrange another pamphlet, therefore, and wrote 
a preface. Finding that Lord Raynham was again pro- 
posing to bring forward the subject, I wrote to beg an 
interview. One morning he called, and we had some 
conversation upon it ; but it was difficult to understand his 
views or plan, for he talked in a very confused manner, 
and had evidently no personal knowledge of what he 
spoke about. I feared his youth and inexperience would 
not favour his cause, but he was willing to receive any 
suggestions. 

Before this I had written to Mr. Bouverie (President of 
the Poor Law Board), on the subject of ladies* visiting, 
etc. I received from him a very official answer, not at all 
to the point, but renewing the old objections of "inter- 
ference," a " divided management," etc. 

Routine and order (so called) evidently haunted the 
minds of these good people, who have never had anything 
to do with the poor personally. One day Lord Raynham 
called to say he thought it would assist him if he could 
have a petition signed by several persons, which he might 
present in the House. He asked me to get it done. I 
said I would wiUingly get signatures, but how to set about 
a petition I had no idea. He said it was very easy, and 
left me to manage it. I felt utterly perplexed, but got a 
written-out form, which I copied, and expressed it as I 
thought suitably. 

June 17 tk. — I set out with the petition first to Dr. 
Bence Jones, who, having had the inspection of the St. 
Pancras Workhouse, was, I knew, interested in the sub- 
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ject. , I had an encouraging interview with him, and found 
him very kind and cordial ; we had much conversation 
about workhouses. He was most desirous that a better 
system of nursing should be carried out, and wished 
Miss Nightingale had turned her attention to this point. 
He very readily signed it, and said he should always be 
glad to see me. 

I then proceeded to Dr. Routh, in Montague Square, 
whom I had heard speak of the evils of workhouses at a 
meeting for the Cripples* Home, some weeks before. I 
found him also very friendly and interested in the cause, 
but he spoke hopelessly of the impracticability of the 
guardians. He advised me to go to Dr. Stewart, in 
Oosvenor Street ; but as I was near St. Mary's, I thought 
I would try to find Mr. Hampden Gumey there. I waited 
in the vestry for him, and did not get much encourage- 
ment when he came, though he signed his name. Then 
to Dr. Stewart, who read the petition, and to my dismay 
told me that it would not do, being incorrect in one 
or two points ! He wrote out a form, and told m^ I 
must copy it, and he would gladly sign it again. So my 
morning's work on a hot day seemed wasted, and I 
returned home. The next day I sent round a new copy 
to the three doctors, who all kindly signed it again. There 
was scarcely a week in which to get it all done. Every day 
I got some fresh signatures, and wrote to ask some to call 
here to sign it. Mr.. Pownall, magistrate, called for that 
purpose, and I was encouraged by a long conversation 
with him, his experience being very valuable ; he quite 
a<^eed with all I said as to the influence of women. It 
was singular at the time how well everything fitted in. 
Captain Trotter called here ; his chief idea seemed to 
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be to get " converted characters '* to manage workhouses, 
and did not think women could take any part in the 
management. 

June igt/i.—l took the petition to Miss Neave, at 
Westminster, by appointment. Mrs. Sheppard sent me 
up several names who would sign it, and a list to add to 
what I had already. 

June 22nd.— I went to Mrs. Shaw, in Cambridge 
Square, a lady much interested in the work ; and then I 
went to Mrs. Sidney Herbert, whom I had the good 
fortune to find at home, and who was very kind about it, 
and spoke about what she had done in Wiltshire. Besides 
these, I sent to many ; Mrs. Tait, etc. I found the latter 
had much interest in the cause, from having personally 
visited the workhouse at Carlisle, which was all hopeful 
and encouraging. 

June 2^rd, — I sent the petition to Lord Raynham, 
thinking the subject was to come forward this evening, 
but it was returned to me, as it was postponed till Friday, 
and I might be able to get more names. I was sorry to 
see it again, for it had been no little trouble and anxiety 
to me, and a great fatigue. All this, after all, was useless, 
which may make the trouble seem the more vexatious ; 
but I do not regret it, for I believe it spread an interest in 
the cause in many quarters, and was the means of my 
personally reaching many. 

June 24/^. — I took the petition to the closing meeting 
at Queen's College, and got more signatures, Dr. Trench's 
among the number. 

June 25M. — I went after breakfast to Kensington 
Workhouse, as being admirably managed, and they . 
seemed to have no experience of bad ones. I made a 
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long round on a scorching morning, and found many 
persons out ; so I did but little. In the afternoon, just as 
I was going out again, Lord Raynham called to ask for 
the petition, as he was then going to the House. I asked 
if we could be admitted to hear the debate, and he told us 
to be there at six o'clock. There was a difficulty about 
our admission without tickets, but after some delay we got 
into the ladies' gallery, and there, by a singular chance, 
found the Misses Waldegrave, who had been here to sign 
the petition ; they did not know the subject was to be 
brought forward. It was late before its time came, and 
the House was very empty. Lord R. came up to 
see if we were there. I asked him not to mention any 
names, but he wished to bring forward some of the 
instances I had told him off. He seemed nervous, and 
certainly did not make an effective speech, or enforce the 
important points. It was a pity to lose such an oppor- 
tunity, and I quite regretted it ; but there was some re- 
sponse and sympathy shown in the following replies. The 
inquiry was, however, not granted, but there was some 
mention of renewing the attempt next session. Many 
persons, however, believed that private efforts would do 
more than Parhamentary inquiry could effect. 

June 2yth. — I went with Mrs. G to see the H 

Workhouse ; she and one other lady take a ward there. 
The matron, as usual, looked ordinary, and was dressed in 
a tawdry cap with flowers. The house looked old and 
dirty ; the school was kept under the same roof, and a 
workhouse training was therefore inevitable. The matron 
owned she had great difficulty in finding proper persons 
among the paupers to be nurses. 
. July, — I heard, through Mr. Butterworth, that the Lady 
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Mayoress was proposing a Ladies' Committee for the 
West London Union. The first I had heard of this was 
in a note from Mr. Adam Clarke Smith, Curate of St. 
Andrew's, Holborn, forwarded to me by the editor of the 
Guardian^ saying he should be glad to communicate with 
me on the subject of workhouse visiting, having read the 
letters. I wrote to him, thinking he proposed to visit the 
Holborn Union. I found, however, it was the same plan 
as the Lady Mayoress had formed. I wrote to her about 
it, and she called. It was getting late in the season to 
begin anything, but it seemed a pity to delay till autumn. 
After my return from Ramsgate we agreed to have a 
meeting at the Mansion House, if we could only collect 
half a dozen ladies. 

In July my pamphlet was ready, and I sent out a great 
number. I had many encouraging answers, and much 
kind sympathy. Those who have never pubhshed any- 
thing can hardly imagine the endless delays and small 
difficulties that arise before even a pamphlet can meet the 
eye of the public. I was anxious to send it out before 
everybody had left town, but I only got it done the day 
before I left home for Ramsgate. 

I heard again from Mr. Butterworth, hoping 1 would 
join the committee. 

July 22nd, — I went to the anniversary of the Highgate 
Penitentiary, and met Mrs. Tait. She spoke of what they 
had done at Carlisle, where no chaplain was appointed, 
and told me that, before leaving town, the bishop was to 
have a meeting of gaol chaplains, and another of work- 
house chaplains, when the subject of ladies' visiting 
would be especially brought forward. I sent a packet of 
pamphlets for distribution at this meeting. This seemed 
another very hopeful sign. 
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Augtist 2\st. — A meeting at the Mansion House for the 
proposed committee. About twelve ladies were present, 
and three or four clergymen from the parishes forming 
the union. Mr. Butterworth spoke for the guardians, who 
seemed favourable to the plan now, after great opposition. 
About twenty ladies' names were put down as willing to 
join in the work. I saw Miss Eraser, and had some talk 
with her, finding her much interested in the cause. 
Another meeting was proposed at the union, in a fort- 
night, when plans were to be arranged. 

This took place August 31st. Wards were appointed 
to the different ladies, and we all went over the women's 
side of the union. The master and matron seemed 
friendly, and the prospect was promising ; the numbers 
were not overwhelming, and all seemed comparatively in 
good order to begin with. 

September 7th, — I went for the first time, and had a 
long conversation with the master and matron, and 
visited the workroom which was appointed me. They 
seemed decent old women, and pleased to be read to. 

October 12th. — I was unable to attend again till this 
day, when there was a committee. I found difficulties 
had arisen with the guardians which seemed threatening. 
It showed how ver>- careful we must be not to interfere 
with such jealous officials, or move out of our own line of 
work. 

In August I heard about the approaching meeting 
for the promotion of Social Science (a society inaugurated 
in the spring), to be held at Birmingham in September. 
I thought it possible that the subject of workhouses 
might come into the department of Social Economy, so 
I wrote to the secretary, Mr. Hastings, and heard that it 
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would be included, and he was anxious for information 
upon it. Here was another opportunity and opening. He 
asked if I could write a paper upon it, which I agreed to 
do, and I had then every hope of being able to attend 
the meeting. I wrote a paper, which took about half an 
hour to read. It was with great difficulty I accom- 
plished it, at a time of anxiety and trial at home ; but I 
felt it to be a duty to do it, and that it would be quite 
wrong to lose an opportunity of spreading an interest in 
the cause. 

At this time I saw the account of what Dr. Sieveking 
had proposed as to training nurses from workhouses 
many years ago ; it was now brought forward again in 
the Waverley Journal, I wrote a letter to the September 
number in answer to the plan, not thinking it practicable 
as workhouses are at present constituted. Dr. Sieveking 
called, and I had some conversation with him ; he brought 
me all the papers printed by the society which had 
proposed the plan, and seemed to think it feasible. Mrs. 
de Morgan sent me a paper to forward to Birmingham 
with mine, as I was unable to attend. I wrote to every 
member of the society, and especially in this department, 
likely to be interested in it, to secure their attention to 
the subject, and from many I had very encouraging and - 
pleasant answers — some writing to me to send a paper 
upon it, not knowing I had already done so; but all 
expressed an interest in the cause. 

This summer I had a visit from Miss Tucker (mentioned 
to me by Mrs. Sheppard), whom I found to be the lady 
who had sent me an anonymous letter long ago, express- 
ing interest in my first pamphlet, and enclosing a little 
tract, " A Wide Field," etc. She visits at Marylebone, 
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and spoke with deep interest of the work, earnestly 
desiring to see the doors of workhouses opened for the 
purpose chiefly of spiritual instruction for the inmates. 
She proposed that an association should be formed for 
the purpose of combining persons interested in the cause, 
but I could not see my way to it then. In a visit from 
Mr. Hastings afterwards, he proposed what seemed to 
me to be an opening to it — viz. that a sub-committee 
should be formed in the Social Economy Department 
for this subject especially ; much better than forming a 
fresh association, of which there are so many already. 

At the end of this year I determined to renew my 
apphcation to the Strand Union Board of Guardians, 
feeling that the success of the West London Committee 
was an additional motive for attempting another. This 
time I applied through Mr. Hutton, the clergyman of one 
of the parishes of the union (St. Paul's, Covent Garden). 
From him I found that the objection was believed to be 
with the Poor Law Board. I determined then once more 
to address them, and mentioned that the majority of the 
guardians were (as I had been told) in favour of the 
proposal. The answer from the Poor Law Board was, 
of course, cautious, as usual, but gave a sanction to the 
plan, subject to their prohibition should inconvenience 
arise. This seemed a great step gained, but it was of 
no avail. I found that Roman Catholic and Dissenting 
guardians objected to the proposal, and said they had an 
equal right to the privilege, etc. ; so the plan was once 
more stopped. 

In the spring of this year, just as I was going to Paris, 

I received a note from Miss E. S , asking if I could 

take her to a workhouse, as she wished to visit one. I 
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could not arrange it then, but on my return I took her 
with me to the infirm wards at the Strand Union, and 
she continued to visit them regularly, which has been a 
great pleasure to the poor people. They speak of her 
visits as " quite reviving and cheering." 

During the year I paid twenty visits to the workhouse. 
I went chiefly to the infirm wards, where I had many 
acquaintances ; but occasionally I visited the sick, and 
once or twice I went to the " Shed," where I found Mrs. 

W , of seventy, had been placed on her entering, and 

remained a fortnight. It was a miserable place with a 
brick floor, and oakum and hair picking is carried on 
there. I read to them, and found them very attentive, 
and some of the elderly ones spoke properly. 

One day, when I was visiting Mrs. W , the porter 

came to tell me the master said I was not allowed to 
visit there ; it was against the rules. I spoke to him as I 
came out, and expressed my surprise, but I knew him to 
be a very low and insolent man, and that it was of little 
use to talk to him. He was formerly the porter at the 
gate. At the end of this year, I heard, to my great joy, that 
the master and matron were leaving. There was universal 
satisfaction expressed, and I believe there was good 
cause for the general hatred of them, though the chairman 
had told me that they were excellent for management 
and economy. After they were gone, they were found to 
have purloined quantities of tea and sugar, and very bad 
practices were discovered ; many of which I could have 
told them, had they been willing to listen. 

I happened by chance to visit the union the day they 
were leaving, and the sounds of rejoicing were great — 
shouting and hurrahing, discordant enough, no doubt, to 
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the ears of the departing. It had begun the evening 
before, to the matron's great disgust and anger, and she 
would willingly have inflicted some punishment. Had 
justice been done to them, I believe even the worst of the 
inmates would have shown some good feeling at such a 
time as this ; as it was, it was a melancholy spectacle. 

In January the paper I had sent to Birmingham was 
published in the Philanthropist, and finished in the 
February number. I heard from Mr. H— * — on the 
subject, and he mentioned facts concerning the prison 
at Wandsworth, and the workhouse. 

During my visit to Dawlish I occupied my leisure with 
writing what might do for an article in a review, and now 
I was looking out for some means of publishing it. I 
asked Miss Emily Taylor about the Edinburgh^ the 
editor being her nephew. She thought an article was 
already bespoken, but I wrote to Longmans, and from 
him I heard that an M.P. was engaged to write in it on 
the subject of workhouses. Amongst the persons I had 
seen who were much occupied in the cause was Mr. Allen, 
who from the first I had occasionally met at the Strand 
Union. He visited weekly to take books. He now called 
with a note from Mr. C. Buxton, to say that he was going 
to write the article, and wished to see me to talk the 
matter over. He asked me to dine with them on January 
27th. Mr. Allen seemed discouraged, and said he was 
now excluded from some workhouses where he used to 
visit. I knew that ladies had been turned out from 
St. G — -'s Workhouse. I heard much about the manage- 
ment of this one from a young girl sent to me, who had 
been an inmate. This information came very opportunely 
just as I was about to write my paper for Birmingham. 
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yanuary 2jth, — I dined at Mr. C. Buxton's, and met 
Sir John Nicholson, who was come over from Melbourne, 
and was negotiating with the Poor Law Board about 
sending over the children from pauper schools. He said 
they would be ready to receive any number, and were in 
the greatest want of girls and women for servants. I 
found Mr. B. very ready to agree with my views. Mrs. 
B. visits at the St. James's Workhouse. 

February jth, — I took Mr. and Mrs. Buxton to see 
the Strand Union. I had with me some coloured Scripture 
prints, which I had stuck on boards, and gave two to 
each ward. The old people seemed delighted, and looked 
at them as if they had not seen a picture for years. Their 
expressions of genuine pleasure were amusing : " It helps 
one to imagine it so well," and so forth. All spoke of the 
new master and matron with pleasure and satisfaction. 

February 12th. — This winter I read the short life of 
Sarah Martin, who was the humble prison visitor at 
Yarmouth. From her visits to the gaols on Sunday I 
took the hint, and thought I would propose to go to those 
who could not attend the chapel service. I mentioned it 
to the chaplain, and he cordially sanctioned it ; and in 
the ward, when I proposed it, it was joyfully agreed to, 
the nurse and some saying it would be a great comfort. 
There was only one Roman Catholic, and she would not 
be likely to object. I spoke to the porter, and prepared 
him for it. I went this day for the first time, at three 
o'clock, and found several still at their private teas, though 
the usual hour is four. The doors were opened between 
the two wards, so that more might hear : only two or 
three were gone to the service. I read the afternoon 
service and a sermon, and ended with the evening hymn. 
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Almost all said they could hear. One, whom I asked if 
she liked it, said, " Like it ? I was quite overpowered at 
hearing those beautiful Church prayers again ; it is such 
a comfort. Thank you for the means of grace ! " Next 
time she said, "It is something to think of after you are 
gone." Many joined in the responses. At first there.was 
an old man who was allowed to visit his wife at this 
hour ; he was a clerk, and answered most audibly. 

February 2'jth.— I heard from Mr. Butterworth, saying 
that the inspector of lunatic patients had been at* the 
West London Union, and recommended that cheerful 
objects should be in the patients' room — pictures, chintz 
curtains, etc. — and proposing that the ladies should con- 
sider the matter, as we had already given coloured prints 
in the children's nursery. This was a hopeful sign, and 
may make an opening for ladies' visiting there, which we 
wish to begin. I have twice taken some flowers, to their 
great delight ; they thoroughly appreciate their beauty, 
and it is pleasant to hear and see such genuine admira- 
tion, some having had and enjoyed gardens formerly.* 

February 2%th. — In the sick ward I visit at the West 
London, there is a poor girl of sixteen, a cripple, always 
sitting in a low chair by the fire ; she was sometimes 
doing needlework. I asked her why she did not read, 
and found that she could not ; so I took her a little book, 

♦ This may be considered to have been the beginning of the 
now very general ** Flower Missions," which send flowers to 
almost all workhouses and hospitals by ladies. For years I 
took a Sunday nosegay, which was, by great care, made to last 
through the week. I found it to be the one gift that could be 
made without jealousy, as it was common to all. 
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and the nurse promised to teach her : she knew her 
letters. In a week, by my next visit, she could read a 
little story, and made great progress, and seemed anxious 
to get on. I took her some old prints and a book to 
stick them in, and cut out an alphabet, etc., with which 
the nurses seemed as delighted as the poor girl. Must 
not even such slight gifts be a gleam of sunshine in her 
dreary life 1 The walls of that room are her world ; sick- 
ness and death are ever before her eyes. At one visit 
I found the woman in the bed close to her chair just 
dead. Presently she would be washed and laid out, all 
in full view, for there are neither curtains nor screens in 
these rooms. What a youthful life must this be ! She 
has no relatives or friends, those that once took care of 
her being dead. 

In a subsequent number of the Journal of the Work- 
house Visiting Society, there is the following notice 
of this case : — " Those readers of the Journal who may 
remember the case of the poor cripple girl, may be glad 
to hear that her progress in reading advanced so satisfac- 
torily that this summer she learnt entirely by heart the 
Church catechism, and was confirmed by the Bishop of 
London. She has since received the Holy Communion 
twice, the chaplain being satisfied that she was prepared 
to do so. She is carried down to the chapel service, 
and can now make good use of her Bible and Prayer- 
book. Without the aid and encouragement of a lady 
visitor, I do not see how this poor girl would ever have 
been able to read at all." She was afterwards moved 
into a small, quiet room, with only two or three decent 
inmates. 

March 25M. — Had the first meeting of the sub-com- 

I 

Digitized by VjOOglC 



114 APPENDIX L 



mittee, in the Social Economy Department, for the con- 
sideration of the workhouse subject. It consisted of five 
members, but only Lord Raynham, Mr. Hastings, and 
myself were present. We discussed the matter for an 
hour, then arranged another meeting, and proposed more 
members, ladies as well as gentlemen. Lord Raynham 
still means to bring it forward again in Parliament, and is 
strengthening his cause by collecting facts. 

Heard from E. S . Speaking of the workhouse sub- 
ject, he says, "It is a noble cause, worthy of your best 
energies. And sooner or later you will see the fruit ; but 
if not, remember that one soweth and another reapeth, 
and if no one ever sowed there would never be any reap- 
ing. The way in which great works and great reforms 
are effected in these days is by some person taking up the 
subject as their speciality, and pursuing it with unflag- 
ging zeal and energy.'' 

March list. — Took the manuscript article to the 
editor of the Church of England Monthly Review y and 
he promised to get it into one number, which will be best. 
In last week's Guardian was another letter upon the sub- 
ject from the union chaplain at Cuckfield, about building 
chapels for workhouses. He speaks of the gradually 
growing interest in the cause, and alludes to my letters 
and the paper I sent to Birmingham. Visited the Strand 
Union, the infirm and sick wards, looked into the lying-in 
ward, a small one. The nurse said the chaplain never 
went there, and they had no books. Even she thought 
they ought to be visited ; that if they had committed " any 
little error," they might have an opportunity of amend- 
ment. True enough, I thought. I had lent them books 
or tracts there, some time ago. In Mrs. S 's ward they 
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expressed great gratitude for the books which Mr. A 

was distributing. I spoke to a poor woman seated on a 
low stool, whom I found was blind, and had been so 
nearly from her birth. She had been here eight years, 
and in " such places " all her life. She said she knew the 
Bible well, and leads the singing in the services. What 
a life must hers be ! 

April 2nd. — Good Friday. I went to the infirm wards 
this afternoon for service. The only one in the chapel 
was at nine. I had about thirty-two for congregation, 
perfectly quiet and attentive. I proposed to read the 
Litany for a change. Many made the responses very 
devoutly, and the poor little helpless woman said, "What 
a treat it was to hear it again ! " I read the Psalms, 
chapters, and Gospel. All say they can hear but Mrs. 

T , who is in bed, so I read the two hymns to her 

afterwards, and she cried over them. I went afterwards 
into the men*s sick ward, as I have done for some Sundays 

past. One day they said Mr. A had been, and one 

man said " it was a comfort to hear something read.'' I 
left him some tracts. To-day I read two hymns to them, 
then knelt down and read the collect for Good Friday, 
and one or two prayers. 

April 24/A. — Another encouragement to-day. In a note 

from J. F , she says, " Mr. Jackson, of Leeds, wishes 

me to tell you that your Workhouse pamphlet went the 
round of the Leeds guardians the other day, when a new 
workhouse was under discussion, and he has reason 
to believe that it had a good share in leading to many 
improved arrangements, which have been resolved upon 
for the house." 

April 25M. — Sunday. I received another encourage- 
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ment to-day, in the offer of help in visiting the union by 
one of the theological students of King's College, who 
has attended in the wards of the hospital to read to the 
patients. He is willing to go to the sick or infirm men 
on Sunday afternoon, and thinks there are some students 
who will go in the week. How much voluntary help is 
wasted in the world ! 

May 1st. — A meeting of the sub-committee to-day. 
Lord Raynham and Mr. Monckton Milnes came in, 
Miss Parkes, her mother, and Miss Craig. Mr. Milnes 
spoke a good deal about it, and appeared interested. He 
evidently fears that the prejudices of the guardians will 
interfere with change and the admission of ladies, and 
that the increase of expense will be an objection to better 
superintendence. It was agreed that a deputation should 
go to Mr. Sotheron Estcourt on Tuesday, previously to 
Lord RaynhanVs motion being brought forward, which it 
may be that evening. It had been suggested that our 
committee should prepare a report, to be presented to the 
Poor Law Board ; but as there was no time to arrange 
that, Lord Raynham asked me to write down a short 
outline of what it was proposed to bring forward. This 
I did, and sent a copy to him and Mr. Milnes. There is 
still a prevaihng fear of getting ladies to help. Clearly 
there must be something very radically wrong and im- 
perfect in their education, if none, or few, can be trusted 
to act with principle and judgment. I always find 
"benevolent impulses" are dreaded, and till something 
better is provided, women's help will not be desired as 
it should be. The deputation consisted of four gentle- 
men. The President listened patiently to their statement, 
but nothing was sufficiently clearly made out ; the point 
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of ladies' committees being the chief one urged, and 
that Mr. Sotheron Estcourt said they did sanction and 
approve. He said also that the Poor Law Board would 
consider any report that proceeded from the association, 
and that was encouraging. At this time I wrote a paper 
in the Penny Posty a ^' Plea for Workhouse Visitors," and 
the subject was also noticed in the Literary Churchman. 

May nth, — I called on Mr. Chambers, at the House 
of Charity ; he was formerly chaplain to a union, and 
takes a great interest in the subject. He considered the 
want of classification in the country even greater than in 
London, and consequently the contamination worse. He 
told me of one man dying in a room full of boys, who 
were dreadfully frightened all night by his cursing and 
swearing. There was the old story of farmer guardians in 
the majority, and the ex-offido guardians always endeavour- 
ing to introduce reforms, which were always rejected. He 
quite confirmed my idea that some reformatory discipline 
was necessary and desirable, yet he seems to think that 
nothing but a complete separation of the deserving sick 
and aged can do the work satisfactorily, leaving the able- 
bodied to be dealt with as subjects for a reformatory ; but 
the expense of fresh establishments will be an objection 
to this plan. A complete classification and subdivision 
might do what we require. Half the evils of workhouses 
Mr. C. attributed to idleness, and want of occupation for 
hands and head. 

As one object of these extracts is to show what im- 
provements have taken place in the course of twenty 
years, I will give one or two more instances from my 
own experience. 

I visited J. T at St. G y and found him sitting 
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in the yard. My heart sank, as I stood and talked to 
him, to hear the language of the men and women — a 
mother and son abusing each other, and no one in 
authority near to stop it. Two young women patients 
were sitting in the corner, where the men were. This 
court, it seems, is for the sick, whether men or women, 
and though a gate separates it from the outer part, this 
was open to-day, and there is never anything to prevent 
conversation going on. In the downstairs (or, rather, 
underground) ward was the poor man in the corner, who 
has been in bed there nine months ; he can only see to 
read when the sun shines. In the next bed is a half-idiot, 
been in bed there two years. The same Irish old woman 
is there as nurse, and has never slept Out of the ward for 
nine years ! She said how weak and unable to do the 

work she became. J. T has seen the matron once 

since he came in. It seemed to me a most sad sight to 
see the court filled with idle women of all ages, sitting 

and lounging about. ... I met Mr. R at dinner, 

and spoke to him about the home in Margaret Street, 
where they have eight infirm women, paid for by out- 
door allowance from the parish, and rescued from the 
workhouse. I asked if they did not quarrel. He said, 
" No ; one of the sisters was always with them, at 
meals and all times. One old woman said * it was hke 
heaven.' " This is my vision of a workhouse. Why 
should not superior persons be always with them, to 

enforce order, and command respect? At the S 

Union they are thankful now for having morning and 
evening prayers introduced into the wards, and they 
speak of all the indulgences of the present master and 
matron with gratitude. ... 
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July ()th. — Had our committee meeting in Waterloo 
Place to decide on the resolutions for the Workhouse 
Visiting Society. Mr. W. Cowper (who is to be our 
president) could not come, so Sir Benjamin Brodie, and 
then Mr. Monckton Milnes, took the chair. Ten ladies 
were present. Dr. Bence Jones, and Mr. Howson from 
Liverpool, came in. A few days after I had an interview 
with Mr. Sotheron Estcourt at Whitehall, in the same 
room where, five years ago, I saw Mr. Baines and Lord 
Courtenay. I had a most pleasant visit, and was much 
encouraged by obtaining his sanction to the clause about 
Poor Law permission ; he said he could not, of course, 
give his name, but he would subscribe and help us in . 
every way. He spoke of his plans for separating the 
worst y especially when crowded in the winter,* He 
appears a very benevolent, kind man. 

During this year, 1858, I visited many workhouses and 
district schools, and made notes upon them. Wands- 
worth, St. Jameses, City of London, Whitechapel, West 
Ham, Hampstead, Windsor, Kensington, Bethnal Green, 
Hackney, St. George*s, Hanover Square, and Westminster 
workhouses ; Hanwell, Forest Gate, Plashet, Anerley, 
Edmonton, and other schools. 

In the summer of 1858 I had the opportunity of visit- 
ing several distant workhouses, and thus enlarged my 
experience. At Northampton a lady visitor had already 
begun to carry out our plans, with the sanction of the 
chaplain — visiting the sick, the schools, and taking a 
Sunday class of the young women. 

♦ This referred to a paper Mrs. Sidney Herbert had sent 
about the classification of women, in Wiltshire, 
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Besides this I visited Leicester, Barrow-upon-Soar, 
Loughborough, Derby, Nottingham, Shardlow, Lutter- 
worth, Rugby, Birmingham, Ludlow, Clifton, Stapleton, 
Bristol ; and I saw many other institutions there, in 
company with Miss Carpenter, whose opinions and 
evidence on workhouse schools, etc., was most valuable. 

On my way home I stopped at Swindon, and spent a 
few days with Mr. and Mrs. Archer, the authoress of 
"A Scheme for Befriending Orphan Pauper Girls," 1861, 
which suggested exactly those " associations " which are 
now being almost universally carried out. Mr. A. was 
Chairman of the Board of Guardians at the High worth 
and Swindon Union at Stratton, and I visited the work- 
house there, gaining much useful information. Then I 
went to Faringdon and Reading, where there were two 
workhouses. In nearly all these places I found that lady 
visitors would be gladly welcomed and received. 

In October of this year I went to Liverpool for the 
meeting of the National Association for the Promotion of 
Social Science, the first of the many annual meetings 
which I was able afterwards to take part in at Bradford, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dublin. I also contributed a 
paper, on the " Statistics of Workhouses," to the British 
Association, which met at Manchester in 1861, and another 
to the Church Congress at Oxford, in 1862. At Liverpool 
I read a paper, and a special meeting of our society was 
held. I also visited the enormous workhouse with Mr. 
John Cropper, one of the guardians, who has since done 
so much to improve the existing state of things, and to 
make it one of the first where improved nursing arrange- 
ments were carried out. I also visited the Kirkdale 
Industrial Schools, and also the West Derby Union, 
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At the end of this year I found Mr. C , an excellent 

guardian of St. G , ready to help me in all ways to 

bring about some improvements which were much 
needed. In the infirmary especially there were indeed 
many sad sights and cases ; the food was generally, and 
most justly, complained of — boiled mutton four days a 
week, rice on some days, meat and butter (none in the 
morning) often uneatable, tea as bad as could be, with a 
nauseous smell ; and yet it was the last meal, at four 
o'clock, for the suffering and infirm people till breakfast 
the next morning ! The light of the one gas-lamp over 
the door was so imperfect, that it was impossible to see 
to read or do anything after four o'clock in the winter 
afternoons. The linen could not be recognized as 
wMtCy the beds were of the poorest flock, and the 
dirtiest of old Irish nurses in black caps reigned supreme, 
with only the occasional supervision of the one matron 
over the whole concern ! For years I visited in one of 
the wards a most sad case of a bedridden and blind 
man about forty, who had lain there for fourteen years, 
and for whose comfort, and that of the kind old superior, 
though pauper, nurse, formerly a ratepayer in the parish, 
who came over daily to look after him from the other part 
of the house, I supplied candles to relieve the dreary 
monotony of the long winter evenings, when she used to 
read to him for hours the books I lent her. He was 
entirely helpless from spinal complaint, and suffered at 
times acutely, yet his patience and cheerfulness were 
marvellous, as was also his intimate knowledge and 
remembrance of everything : even the birthdays of 
myself and some of my family were not forgotten. Poor 
bhnd John ! it was difficult indeed not to feel the deepest 
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compassion for such a case of entire deprivation of all 
that, apparently, could make life, endurable. Often the 
only food he could eat was what his kind nurse procured 
for him with the few pence she earned by needlework ; 
and happily, side by side with all this hardship, there was 
sufficient laxity for visitors to be able to take in any little 
comfort and alleviations for the sick. I remember well 
the feelings of despair that used to come over me at these 
visits, and I could not help wondering if any other place 
or institution could present objects of such abject and 
lifelong misery as this workhouse. I can hardly think 
that many such cases exist now anywhere. 

One of the improvements introduced was a Christmas- 
tree for the poor children in the schools (long since 
removed into the country) ; this was followed by tea and 
a magic lantern, and the feelings of the children were 
expressed in the following genuine and amusing letters. 
Twenty years ago Christmas-trees and treats for school- 
children and " paupers " were not as common as they are 
now. 

" Ladies and gentlemen, I thank the many kind friends 
for the beautiful treat that they provided for us on Monday 
evening. I am happy to say that the large Christmas-tree 
which was so beautifully decorated with all kinds of toys 
and ornaments, looked very handsome. And also, after 
the Christmas-tree, we were supplied with a very nice 
tea, plum cake, buns, and cakes ; and after tea, nuts, 
oranges, and sweets, and the magic lantern, which was 
very nicely performed. And we thank all the kind 
friends for the beautiful treat they provided for us — for it 
was such a treat as we never had in the school before. 
And we hope that God will bless them and repay them 
for their kindness to us poor children." 
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" I say, God bless our kind friends for giving us that 
good treat we had at Christmas. We enjoyed it very 

much indeed. And may God bless Mrs. C 's good 

cook for making us such plum cakes. And may God 
bless you all, kind ladies and gentlemen, who paid for the 
plum cakes, tea, and nuts and oranges. We are thankful 
to you all, and please receive the thanks of all the boys 
in the workhouse schools of St. G ." 

In 1859 I visited Brighton, and the subject of visiting 
the workhouse was brought forward and discussed in 
the local papers. I was glad to have the opportunity of 

bringing it before the excellent Colonel M , who was 

thus induced to feel an interest in the cause, so great as 
to come forward as a guardian, becoming ultimately the 
chairman of the Board, by which many improvements 
were effected. 

In the autumn of 1859 I went to Leeds, and visited the 
workhouse and Industrial Schools. A meeting was 
held, at which Dr. Atlay was present, to establish a 
visiting committee for the new workhouse. 

Afterwards I went to see the Bradford and Bierley 
Unions, and attended the Social Science meeting at 
Bradford, reading a paper on "The Supervision and 
Training of Workhouse Girls.'* 

The impression left by all these visits was then, as now, 
the great want of a higher supervision and influence, in 
the schools as well as for the adults. In nearly every 
institution I visited I found a class of persons as 
superintendents who seemed to me utterly incapable 
of the management and government of large numbers, 
both of inmates and officials. In confirmation of this 
opinion I will give one description of a visit to a district 
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school near London, copied from my Diary, and I doubt 
if matters would be found to be much amended at the 
present time, in many of the schools, in these respects. 
" I had received an order from one of the guardians to 
visit the schools. The son of the superintendent (also an 
officer there) showed us over them, after keeping us 
waiting some time. He said there was a mistake about 
the visiting days, and that the guardians had no power to 
admit visitors ; he evidently would have sent us away if 

he could. I said, *But was not Mr. B a manager 

also .^ ' He then owned he was. The schools were in an 
unfinished state — there might be a day for visiting by- 
and-by ; however, he would show us round now we were 
there. I thought his manner very unpleasant. By 
degrees he told us a good deal. He evidently considered 
their ways were perfect, and they needed no suggestions. 
I ventured to ask if the number (over looo) was not too 
large to be manageable, and to allow of individual care 
and superintendence ? His answer was, * Lord bless ye, 
we could manage twice as many just as easily — the 
expense is the same.' All he said I thought was coarse 
and disagreeable, as if he had lived amongst * paupers * 
all his life. He said, * What metal we have to deal with ! 
We can't send them out except on fine days ; they can't 
bear the cold, and fall ill directly.' (I could not help 
thinking whether this bitterly cold and exposed place was 
suitable for these poor, miserable children, brought out 
of close London homes.) In the dining-hall he said, 
* We must overlook them all ; they will pilfer or barter 
anything — ^food, and so on. One boy broke into the 
store-room, and was seen carrying away loaves. For 
punishment he had to carry them about on his head, 
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walking up and down ; he said he would rather have been 
flogged.' We went through kitchens, with steam-boilers 
and apparatus of the most approved kind ; in another 
room were fireplaces, where the smaller cooking is done 
under a good cook. I said, * I suppose they learn the 
better sort of cooking in doing things for the superin- 
tendents ? ' His answer was, ' I take good care they 
don't spoil my dinner ! ' In the infirmary were some 
in bed, some sitting round the fire, miserable, diseased 
objects ; one with dreadful eyes, who could scarcely see. 
I asked what would become of him when turned out, at 
sixteen? He would probably be sent to the 'house,* 
and remain there for life. For such, then, it ought to be 
made an asylum, not a a/^r^house. Some were in a 
hopeless state, and he spoke in a thoughtless way before 
them, saying they would die, or joking about it. It was 
touching to hear that the poor things frequently beg for a 
bit from the superintendent's dinner, asking to have it 
upon his plate, their own being plain white ones ! What 
a longing of the childish heart for change and beauty 
does this show ! One room was filled with girls at work. 
They do not learn to cut out — *it would be too wasteful ; 
it would cost threepence a head more if they did.' I did 
not see why the elder girls should not have been taken in 
turn, and shown how to do it. I was glad to hear that 
when the inspectors go down (about every three months) 
they often take ladies with them, who say they go to put 
their husbands in mind of what to ask, as there are, of 
course, many things more in their way. The chaplain 
undertakes to look after those who leave, for two years. I 
could not help thinking this was a work far more fit for 
ladies, who, in each parish, might undertake this duty 
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more efficiently for the girls. I much wished to see the 

matron, but she did not appear. Mr. spoke of the 

scenes they often had with the parents, their parting with 
the children, and the dreadful language often used ; and 
their accusations if they are ill. One man abused him for 
having done something to his child^s arm ; by the next 
visit it was better, and the man apologized for having 
been so rude. I said it was a good thing, and satisfactory 
that he did so. * Oh,' said he, * that was nothing. You 
can't depend on these people ; they will say a thing one 
day and another the next ! ' It is said that the superin- 
tendent is making a good thing of it here — in fact, a 
fortune ! He and his party certainly seem to live on the 
fat of the land ; he talked of his * souffl^ts,' in speaking 
of his dinners, and of their * parties,' with bits of fowl 
over, and so on. To be head and ruler over 1200 living 
souls, about seventy of whom are paid officials, what an 
office of responsibility and trust — demanding qualities of 
a high order indeed, yet persons are sought for from a 
low and uneducated middle-class ! Who could fail to 
draw a comparison between such a tone and management 
as we found there, and that at the large foreign institu- 
tions of Mettray and the Kauhe Haus of Hamburg — 
contrasting the love, the self-devotion of their managers 
and founders, the noble De Metz and Wichem, whose 
spirits have indeed seemed to go forth in holy influence 
over their whole work, the nature of which was surely as 
apparently hopeless and arduous as any that our pauper 
institutions could offer ! When shall we even try to 
seek for persons thus supremely and nobly fitted for 
their work, in our English schools and asylums ? ^ 

In April of this year I went one day to the Poor Law 
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Board to speak to Mr. Farnall (in whose company I 
visited several of the Metropolitan workhouses), and when 
I told my name to the attendant, he said he knew it well 
— he had known and loved my family for forty years — 
and he added, " I must thank you for all you are doing ; it 
is the greatest kindness ! " He added more, but I was so 
taken by surprise that I hardly knew what to say ; and 
just then we were interrupted by Mr. Farnall coming in, 
and I had no time to ask for an explanation. But I 
afterwards learnt his name, and that he was a trusty 
messenger. 

The following is an extract from the Journal of the 
Workhouse Visiting Society, which I give as showing 
another example of a sad and deserving "workhouse 
friend " :— 

" Amongst numerous instances of patience and piety to 
be met with in the hidden wards of workhouses, I have 
one especially before my mind, which I wish to record, 
before its remembrance has faded, and becomes lost in 
that vast number of those who are continually passing 
from the sick wards, — many of them, we trust, to a better 
home above. 

" The friend of whom I write had been about ten years 
in this London workhouse. I cannot remember how 
long I had seen her there, but it is many years since I 
first noticed a poor woman, of middle age, who was always 
sitting on a low stool under a window, and between the 
tumed-up bedsteads of an infirm ward : her two next 
neighbours beyond had both been bedridden for some 
years. I found that she was a cripple from an accident, 
but the particulars of this circumstance I do not re- 
member. I regret now that I did not ask more about her 
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history, but I always fear to appear inquisitive about what 
the inmates do not freely communicate. She was then, 
however, entirely lonely, without relative or friend, but her 
family had been respectable and tolerably well off. One 
after another had died, and she spoke frequently of her 
losses, the death of her sister being the last sorrow ; she 
used to visit her in the workhouse, and after her death 
her life was lonely indeed. It was chiefly then that I 
began to notice her, and I believe her affectionate friend- 
ship for me was most sincere. She was one of the most 
earnest Churchwomen I ever knew in her rank of life, and 
her delight in speaking of the services of the Church was 
very great. Her especial subject of interest was St. Paul's, 
and she was always most anxious to hear and read about 
the meeting of the charity children there. She had also 
much interest in the Jews, and when at home knew about 
the society for their conversion. She often asked me 
about them, and I lately began to take in for her the 
monthly number of the Jewish Intelligencer, which 
greatly pleased her. About two years ago I proposed to 
visit her ward on Sunday afternoons, to read the service 
to those who could not get across the court-yard to attend 
the services in the house ; she was the first to welcome the 
proposal, and I shall never forget the joy and gratitude 
with which from the first she joined in the prayers and 
repeated the alternate verses of the Psalms. 

" The first Sunday when we had finished she could not 
express her joy, saying she had not heard the Church 
prayers for years, and adding, * Oh, thank you for the 
means of grace ! * She always welcomed me with delight, 
saying, * I look for you as the thirsty land longs for rain ; ' 
or, ' I think of your coming all the week ; it helps me to 
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bear my trials ;' or she would say, ' I long for your coming 
as the hart for the water-brooks ; * and she hardly ever 
failed to express her admiration of the service and love 
of the evening hymn with which we always ended, saying 
it reminded her of former times. I hardly ever left with- 
out her expressing a hope that I should go again in the 
course of the week, which often I was not able to do. She 
had the truest comfort and support from her religion. At 
every opportunity she partook of the Holy Communion, 
and spoke of her joy in doing so. But it often grieved 
my heart to think of what she endured from the conversa- 
tion and conduct of some of the ungodly around her. 
Ah ! here is the real trial of the workhouse wards, and 
one that can never be remedied till some Christian women 
who are respected are found to be more constantly in 
them, so as to maintain an influence which will check the 
language and conduct of those who, amongst such num- 
bers and such various characters, we must expect to meet 
with there. 

"Often and often has she told me of wranglings, 
quarrellings, and language which grieved her very soul, 
and marred the peace which either our services, or the 
weekly readings of the chaplain, or the celebration of the 
Holy Communion, had imparted to her. There was no 
one whom I so earnestly longed to take away to some 
place where she could more fully enjoy the religious 
privileges she so valued and longed for. But her wish 
and mine are now fulfilled, far better than they could have 
been here on earth. She felt the cold greatly, but she 
never went near the fire. I never saw her elsewhere than 
sitting under the window, and her storehouse was in her 
turned-up bedstead. She never complained, but was 
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most grateful for any little gifts of tea or lozenges, or for 
trifling articles, such as cuffs made of list, or mittens. 
Oh, how my heart used to ache for her and many others 
when I went out for, or came home from, a country 
holiday in the summer ! I used to fear to tell her I was 
going, and to her anxious inquiries if I should be gone a 
fortnight, have to tell her perhaps of a three months' 
absence. I only mention this to show that there is affec- 
tion and friendship to be met with in a workhouse. 

" She had been very poorly from the cold of th'is winter, 
and often said her strength was failing. One Sunday she 
told me she had been looking out the Psalms she would 
like me to read to her when she was dying, and I then 
begged that if she were worse she would send for me at 
any time. She delighted in the reading of the prayers in 
the ward, night and morning, by the nurse, a plan intro- 
duced when the present master and matron came ; and 
once when it was interrupted, on the nurse being changed, 
said she could not live without them now. The last 
Sunday I saw her she greeted me with, * Well, dearly 
beloved in the Lord, you come as the messenger of peace.' 
I little thought it was the last time I should be such to 
her. She looked ill, and said she had been sadly, keeping 
her bed, but she joined as usual in all the service. Before 
the next Sunday her place was empty. I heard in the 
course of the week that she was worse, and was moved 
into another smaller ward ; but it was a week of unusual 
occupation, and I could not spare an hour to go to see 
her till Thursday, and then I found she had been dead 
some hours. I deeply regretted that I had not been to 
her before, but she had been read to by many persons in 
the house, who all loved and respected her, and I heard 
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that as long as consciousness remained she was happy and 
resigned, and, indeed, glad to go. I miss her sadly now 
on Sundays, for I feel that there is no one left in our 
little assembly who so heartily and earnestly values and 
joins in our weekly services." 



APPENDIX II. 



The following extract is from a letter, dated May, 1858, 
from Mrs. May, the authoress of " The Plan," referred to. 
It seems that it was the joint production of herself and 
Mrs. Archer, of Swindon, who also wrote " The Scheme 
for Befriending Orphan Pauper Children," in i86i. See 
Appendix VII. 

" Your note greatly pleased and interested us both, and 
more than that, for it has quite revived our zeal for the 
workhouses, which had a little died away. It was very 
kind of you to mention that our little pamphlet had 
assisted in turning your attention to the workhouses ; 
that it should have done so in any degree is a very great 
and unexpected pleasure to us. I may mention to you 
that the late Mr. Lockhart, the editor of the Quarterly^ 
much approved of the * Plan,' and said it was calculated 
to * lighten the national horizon.' It is, however, much 
easier to write a plan, and make suggestions for lighten- 
ing our, in some respects, dark horizon, than to carry 
them out ; but you are doing both, and must, I am sure, 
feel great satisfaction in your weekly labours and Sunday 

Digitized by VjOOglC 



132 APPENDIX III. 



reading. Since reading your pamphlet, it occurred to me 
that I might be of use by giving some books to the 

workhouse. Mr. A and a neighbouring clergyman 

mean also to lend or give books, and we hope this will 
be the beginning of a workhouse library. The chairman 
has also ordered a Bible and Prayer book to be placed 
in each ward." 



APPENDIX III. 



It is somewhat singular that the following extract relates 
to some reforms, begun one hundred years ago, in the 
workhouse belonging to the same parish in which my first 
visits and investigations were made. 

"Jonas Han way, bom in 17 12, was a man eminent in 
his own day for his integrity as a merchant, and his 
public spirit as a patriot and philanthropist, though his 
name is now all but unknown. He was one of the many 
patient, persevering men who have made England what 
it is, content simply to do with energy the work they have 
been appointed to do, and to go to their rest thankfully 
when it is done — 

* Leaving no memorial but a world, made better by their lives.* 

" His most laborious and persevering efforts were in 
behalf of the infant parish poor. The subsequent labours 
of Howard in behalf of prisoners were not more honour- 
able to him than were those of Han way in behalf of the 
helpless and innocent offspring of the unfortunate. The 
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misery and neglect amidst which the children of the 
parish poor then grew up, and the mortality which pre- 
vailed amongst them, were positively frightful ; but there 
was no fashionable movement on foot to remedy the evil, as 
in the case of the foundling. So Jonas Han way summoned 
his individual energies to the task. Alone and unassisted 
he first endeavoured to ascertain, by personal inquiry, the 
extent of the evil He explored the miserable and un- 
healthy dwellings of the poorest classes in London, and 
visited the poorhouse sick wards, by which he carefully 
ascertained the management in detail of every workhouse 
in and near the metropolis. In order then to ascertain 
in what manner the legislators of foreign countries had 
dealt with a similar evil, he made a journey into France, 
through Holland, visiting all the public houses for the 
reception of the poor on his way, and noting whatever he 
thought might be adopted at home with advantage. He 
was thus employed for five years, and on his return to 
England, at intervals, he published the result of his 
observations ; but his account was so melancholy that 
he was generally disbelieved, and he made many enemies 
in consequence of having ventured to publish the names 
of every parish officer, of whatever rank in life, under 
whose hands any infants had died of neglect. It appeared 
that in one workhouse, in St. Clement Danes, one nurse 
had twenty-three poor children committed to her care in 
the year 1765, of whom eighteen had died, two were 
discharged, and only three remained alive. Of seventy- 
four children received into the workhouse of St. Andrew's 
and St. George, Holbom, sixty-four had died during the 
same year. In some populous parishes, not a single 
child was found alive at the end of twelve months — all 
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had died. Wherever his statements were disputed, he 
published the names of the children, the date of each 
birth and admission, the time the child had hved, and 
the name of its nurse. He next made a journey through- 
out England, to compare the mortality in country work- 
houses with that of the metropolis ; and everywhere he 
found the same excessive mortality, arising from over- 
crowding, ill-ventilation, and neglect. The publication 
of such striking facts, and the known integrity of the 
man, could not fail to produce an effect even upon the 
most indifferent ; and many workhouses speedily became 
reformed and improved. In 1761 he had obtained an 
Act, obliging every London parish to keep an annual 
register of all the infants received, discharged, and dead ; 
and he took care that the Act should work, for he himself 
superintended its working with indefatigable watchfulness. 
He went about from workhouse to workhouse in the 
morning, and from one member of Parliament to another 
in the afternoon, for day after day, and for year after 
year, enduring every rebuff, answering every objection, 
and accommodating himself to every humour. At length, 
after a perseverance hardly to be equalled, and after nearly 
ten years' labour, he obtained an Act, at his own sole 
expense (7 Geo. III.,c. 39), directing that all parish infants 
belonging to the parishes within the bills of mortality 
shall not be nursed in the workhouse, but be sent to nurse 
a certain number of miles out of town, until they are six 
years old, under the care of guardians to be elected 
triennially. The poor people called this the *Act for 
keeping children alive ; ' and the registers for the years 
which followed its passing, as compared with those which 
preceded it, showed that thousands of lives had been 



Digitized by VjOOglC 



APPENDIX IV. ' 135 



preserved through the interference of this good and 
sensible man. He died in the year 1786." — " Self-help," 
by Samuel Smiles, 1859. 



APPENDIX IV. 



Extract from the speech of the new President of the 
Poor Law Board, Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, at Devizes. 
Mrs. Sidney Herbert had told me last year of his interest 
in the cause, and I sent him a pam^let, so I trust the 
change will be in our favour. 

"If it is indeed true that I possess the fitness for the 
office to which I have been appointed, I cannot but re- 
collect that I owe that fitness to the experience which 
I gained during the seventeen years that I occupied the 
chair of the Board of Guardians of this place. He had 
on all occasions, and particularly when the Poor Law 
was nearly in its infancy, day after day to exercise great 
patience and forbearance, some firmness, and a good deal 
of judgment. He had to consider conflicting claims, and 
it was our business to administer that most noble part of 
British legislation, a public provision for the pbor, in 
such a manner as would secure comfort to those who 
were distressed, and at the same time bear as little as 
possible on the pockets of those who had to defray the 
expense. In the capacity of President of the Poor Law 
Board I am sensible I shall have to show not only those 
qualities which were formed in me by experience here in 
a smaller sphere, but to extend my views over the Poor 
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Law economy of the whole country, and I hope while 
I am sitting in my office at Whitehall I shall never forget 
the feelings and lessons I learnt when I was sitting in the 
chair of your Union Workhouse here. I have at this 
moment no greater desire than so to act during my tenure 
of office, that when I leave it I may carry with me from 
the public at large that same approbation and the same 
satisfaction of my own conscience which I am proud to 
know followed me when I quitted the less prominent 
position of Chairman of your Board of Guardians." 



APPENDIX V. 



The following is an extract from a letter dated July, 
1857, from one whose experience enabled him to speak 
with effect on this point Twenty-two years after we need 
to enforce the same truths, and I therefore insert it here. 

"In my conversation on this subject with you, we both 
seemed to think that the law, as it at present stands, is 
sufficiently powerful to enable workhouse authorities to 
institute useful reforms, provided proper men were elected 
to the management. Hitherto it has been too much the 
custom among ratepayers of the upper classes to leave 
the election to the tradesmen and middle classes of the 
respective parishes, and to take no interest in the manage- 
ment of the workhouse beyond a transient emotion of 
indignation excited now and then on the perusal of a 
newspaper report of some case of more than common 
hardship. Whereas, if it were possible to induce every 
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member of the community to take an active interest in 
the concerns of the poor, cases of hardship from neglect, 
etc., would scarcely be possible, because it would be the 
business of the ratepayers to vote the right men into the 
right places. At present the guardians of the poor are 
often selected from the class of small tradesmen, who 
sometimes have an interest in contracts for supplying 
necessary articles to the workhouse, or have some other 
kind of pecuniary interest in their office, but who, at any 
rate, rarely show a strong desire to improve the condition 
of the poor committed to their charge. 

"If men of station and influence in their respective 
parishes would meet together and draw up a list of names 
of candidates for the office of guardians, taking care that 
such list should include men of their own class sufficient 
in number to have their fair share of influence in the 
conduct of the Board ; moreover, if every lady or gentle- 
man in the parish entitled to vote at the parish election 
would make it a point of duty to exercise her or his 
privilege, I cannot but think that the evils which we have 
to deplore in many of the metropolitan workhouses, 
would quickly disappear.^' 
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"Workhouses and Women's Work." An Article 
contributed to the "church of england 
Monthly Review/* 1857, and afterwards re- 
printed AS a Pamphlet. 

Sunshine in the Workhouse, By Mrs. G. W. Sheppard. London : 
Nisbet. 

Metropolitan Workhouses and their Inmates, London : Long- 
mans. 

Report on the Accommodation in St. Pancras Workhouse, By 
Henry Bence Jones, M.D., F.R.S. Presented to both 
Houses of Parliament by command of Her Majesty. 

The Communion of Labour. By Mrs. Jameson. London : 
Longmans. 

The Institution of Kaiserswerth, on the Rhine, for the Practical 
Training of Deaconesses. (Not published. ) 

Tkvo Letters on Girls^ Schools^ and on the Training of Working 
Women, By Mrs. Austin. London : Chapman and Hall 

Twenty-three years ago the old Poor Law was super- 
seded by "An Act for the Amendment and better 
Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor in 
England and Wales," and people in general are satisfied 
with the great advantages that have been gained by the 
exchange. The abuses of the former system had be- 
come so glaring, that some alteration seemed to be 
urgently called for, if the poor of this country were not to 
become pauperized. To such an extent was relief afforded, 
that the able-bodied labourer was in the habit of applying 
for it to eke out his weekly wages ; and should they fail 
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altogether, he was encouraged to enter the workhouse, 
where we are told that he fed upon the fat of the land 
and indulged in luxurious idleness. It is stated, on the 
authority of an assistant Poor Law Commissioner writing 
at the time of the change : — * 

" The English pauper is better fed than the independent 
labourer ; the suspected thief receives in gaol consider- 
ably more food than the pauper ; the convicted thief 
receives still more ; and the transported felon receives 
every day very nearly three times as much food as the 
honest, independent peasant. The Kentish pauper has 
what are called three meat-days a week, in many cases 
four, and in some five ; his bread in many degrees better 
than that given to our soldiers ; he has vegetables at dis- 
cretion ; and especially in the larger workhouses it is 
declared with great pride ' that there is no stinting,' but' 
that * we gives 'em as much victuals as ever they can eat' " 

Of course they lived better than many of the rate- 
payers. The description of the old Poor Law system is 
concluded with these words : — 

" As a national jest-book, the history of our parishes 
and the contents of their ledgers stand, we must confess, 
unrivalled ; but when we reflect that the sum total of this 
expenditure has annually exceeded seven millions, that the 
poor rates of any country are the symbol of its improvi- 
dence, and the sure signal of its distress, we must also 
admit that there exists in the history of our kingdom 
nothing more sorrowful, more discreditable, than our late 
Poor Law system." 

It will hardly be suspected that I am lamenting the 

♦ Sir F. B. Head. Essays contributed to the Quarterly 
Review, See ** English Charitv *» 
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close of such a state of things, or advocating in any re- 
spect a return to it. Nothing that I am at present 
about to suggest as a remedy or a reform was attempted 
under the former routine, or is incompatible with the 
present one. 

It was no wonder that such a system came to an end, 
and that its gross injustice, as well as its injurious 
tendency, loudly demanded an alteration. An amend- 
ment was accordingly made, and has been the law in 
England sufficiently long for its results to be examined 
and fairly judged at the present day. When flagrant 
abuses are found to exist, it is hardly to be wondered at 
that a somewhat violent reaction frequently takes places 
in redressing them ; and if over-indulgence was the fault 
of the old Poor Law, it can hardly be denied that harsh- 
ness has been the characteristic of the new one. I 
have no doubt that it was originally framed with all due 
caution and deliberation, and that in the main its rules 
have worked beneficially for the country. But of late 
years a suspicion has begun to arise, that along with 
great benefits there exist also many evils which demand 
attention and remedy ; evils, perhaps, not inherent in the 
system itself, but which have developed themselves and 
g^own up around it in the course of years ; unforeseen at 
the beginning, and hardly then admitting of a remedy, 
but becoming apparent in the progress of events and of 
experience. 

To these evils and their proposed remedies it is now 
my task to direct the attention of my readers, referring 
them to the publications at the head of this article for 
fuller information upon the subject of the management of 
our dependent poor, — a subject strangely neglected by the 
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public till a very recent period, considering that the well- 
being of more than 600,000 of our fellow-creatures is 
involved in the management of the workhouses in 
England. 

The existence of a Poor Law, or a national provision for 
the poor, has been an established fact in England ever 
since the reign of Queen Elizabeth. It was called into 
existence when the system of providing for the helpless 
poor was done away with by the abolition of the monastic 
institutions of the country. Other countries have con- 
tinued to manage their poor without the aid of a law, and 
I believe there are some persons who think these plans 
are preferable to our own, and hold out less encourage- 
ment to pauperism. They believe that such a state is not 
a necessary and unavoidable one, but the invariable con- 
sequence of improvidence and vice, and that with regard 
to these undesirable qualities, our country is pre-eminent 
amongst the nations of Europe. This fact is taken as a 
proof that the existence of a Poor Law does not work 
favourably on the national character, but tends to lower 
its independence and energy. How far this is in reality 
the case I am not prepared to say. The Poor Law is at 
all events an acknowledged necessity in England, and 
without it we should find ourselves in a state of great 
perplexity at the present day. I will assume it to have 
been originally established for the relief of what we may 
call unavoidable misfortune, and as long as every class of 
society occasionally claims the assistance of its more 
fortunate members, the lowest class alone is not to be 
blamed for requiring aid. In our large and over-crowded 
towns especially, the numerous causes which produce loss 
of health, and the temporary or permanent failure of 
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wages from that or other causes, may surely account for a 
large proportion of misery which may be called unavoid- 
able ; and if so, we can hardly deny that it is the duty of 
a Christian state to provide help for it. That prudence 
and foresight are to be encouraged by every means in our 
power (especially by the more careful education of the 
young of both sexes) cannot be denied ; but to wait till 
such a consummation is attained, which would result in 
the absence of all poverty requiring the systematic help 
of the more fortunate classes, were as hopeless as to wait 
for the day when sanitary measures and the progress of 
medical science for the prevention of disease should 
render the erection of hospitals unnecessary, and as 
unreasonable as to expect that the increase of reforma- 
tories should enable us to close our prisons. To mark 
the exact line of avoidable and unavoidable poverty will 
ever remain an impossibility : the utmost we can hope to 
do is to approach towards it, and by a vigilant super- 
vision of those who are relieved, discourage as much as 
possible the idle and undeserving. Such an attempt 
seems hardly to have been made under the old system, 
and it is not surprising that the introduction of changes 
and the suppression of many abuses should have been 
hailed with unmixed satisfaction, and for a time all de- 
fects in the new system were overlooked. Some of the 
administrators of the old regime of course looked coldly 
upon innovations of any kind, but the change was gene- 
rally welcomed as the means of ridding the country of a 
great and ever-increasing burden. 

I will now proceed to make some remarks upon the 
different classes of misfortune, for the relief of which the 
Poor Law is intended, and which are supposed to have a 
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right to claim its assistance. I hope to be able to show 
that there is a class of deserving poor who are entitled to 
a better treatment than they at present receive in the 
administration of our public charity ; and, also, that a 
more efficient and discriminating management would not 
tend to increase, but rather to diminish, pauperism. . 

With regard to the persons for whom the provision of a 
home in the workhouse is afforded, I may quote the 
words of Mrs. Jameson, in her book on the " Communion 
of Labour." She says, " The purpose of a workhouse is to 
be a refuge to the homeless, houseless, helpless poor ; to 
night wanderers ; to orphan children ; to the lame and 
blind ; to the aged, who here lie down on their last bed to 
die. The number of inmates varies in different parishes, 
at different seasons, from 400 to 1000. In the great 
London unions it is generally from 1500 to 2000."* 
Assuming, then, that all these are not impostors, or other- 
wise undeserving of compassion and help, I will briefly 
consider what is their present general condition, and what 
measures are taken for their welfare. 

In the first place, whatever the management of work- 
houses may be, it is stated to be a fact, that they are less 

* The following lists give the number of inmates in some of 
the metropolitan unions on Christmas Day, 1856 : — Marylebone, 
1966; St. Pancras, 1639; Lambeth, 1056; St. George-in-the- 
East, 1205; St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, mo; Whitechapel. 
1044 ; Stepney, 1006. Others contain numbers varying between 
200 and 1000. 

** Of the 11,310 who thus closed their career not in their own 
homes, 6552 died in workhouses." — Registrar- General's Report, 
1856. 
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comfortable than prisons, and that the latter are preferred 
as places of abode by the lower classes. Magistrates and 
chaplains, and visitors to prisons, acknowledge this to be 
the case. The preference is openly avowed by men and 
women, especially the latter. What does it matter to 
them if the degradation of the prison is greater than the 
workhouse, if, indeed, there is much difference between 
the two in this respect .?* The prison offers a clean and 

* In fact, the difference is rather the other way. Persons 
going to prison, and confessing that it was for the sake of ob- 
taining relief, have been asked why they did not apply for it at 
the workhouse ? They have actually replied, ** They did not like 
the disgrace of doing so." Yet they could commit an offence 
against the laws, and enter a prison, without feeling that they 
had contracted any degradation I We are strongly inclined to 
believe that it is the general management of prisons being felt to 
be so superior to that of workhouses, that raises them in the 
estimation of the lower classes, who, even the worst among 
them, are keenly alive to justice and fair treatment. One of the 
most refractory female prisoners in a large prison told the 
magistrates, " She knew she should receive justice from them." 

The following are the salaries given respectively in prisons 
and workhouses : — 

Prison for ^po Prisoners , 

Per annum. 

Governor £^xxi 

Matron 125 

Chaplain (with residence) .... 250 

Assistant ditto 1 80 

Surgeon 220 

Gate Porter 70 

And 45 paid officials beside. 
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comfortable lodging, food far superior to the usual fare of 
the criminal, and to that of workhouses ; * kind and atten- 
tive officers of a grade above those provided for the non- 
criminal poor. Such treatment as is too commonly 
received, even from the porter at the workhouse gate, 
would not be suffered in prison establishments, which are 
governed by a bench of magistrates, gentlemen by 
character and position, who regularly visit and inspect 
the buildings. With them rests the appointment of a 
governor, a gentleman of education and intelligence, who 
has the supreme command over the establishment, and, 
generally speaking, this important office is filled with dis- 
cretion and zeal. The chaplain's is an important and 
conspicuous post, and lady visitors have long since been 
permitted to visit the female inmates. 
The report of the Visiting Justices of the Westminster 

Workhouse for 500 or 600 Inmates, 

Per annum. 

Master £2o o o 

Matron . . . . . . 50 o o 

Chaplain 100 o o 

Surgeon 78 15 o 

Taskmaster 25 o o 

Gate Porter 25 o o 

(No other paid official.) 
The salaries in workhouses vary considerably ; sometimes it 
is jf 80 for master and matron together. We believe the highest 
salary given is £i<p for a master. A chaplain receives in some 
cases as little as ;f 30. 

* Whether the dietary is actually better or not, there is no 
doubt that the cooking is far superior, owing to the better class 
of officers, and the more careful supervision of prisons. 

L 
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House of Correction shows that the number of commit- 
ments to that prison from workhouses in the year 1856 
was 273, and to the Coldbath Fields Prison 221. With 
regard especially to the boys and girls thus committed, 
the magistrates speak as follows : — 

" Your committee cannot but believe, if more attention 
were paid in workhouses to classification, and other im- 
portant arrangements of a reformatory character, there 
would be much less necessity for sending so many of 
the inmates to prison ; and the Visiting Justices are 
strengthened in this belief from the fact of the very great 
difference in the numbers that are sent from some of the 
workhouses in comparison with others." They believe 
" an increase in the criminal population must arise from 
familiarizing so many destitute persons with the interior 
of the prison ; " and they further suggest, " that offences 
against workhouse rules should be punished by other 
means than imprisonment in a criminal prison ; and that 
greater facilities should be offered to the poor and 
destitute, as well as to discharged prisoners, to prevent 
their committing offences in order to obtain an asylum." 

Surely, if there is no other argument in favour of an 
amended administration of our workhouses, this alone 
would be sufficient. Either our prisons for criminals 
must be made less comfortable and attractive, or our 
workhouses for the non-criminal poor more so. The pro- 
gress from the workhouse to the prison is a very easy and 
natural one. A girl who has lost her place and has no 
home, enters the union, and is placed with many other 
women, old as well as young, some of whom are far worse 
than herself, and is put to the usual employment of oakum- 
picking. There is no one to give kindly advice or 
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counsel to her ; the matron is far too busy with her 
various household occupations ; the chaplain confesses 
that she and her companions are beyond his reach. 
Such elements thrown together can hardly do otherwise 
than ferment, and ultimately explode. The " taskmaster " 
is appointed to be superintendent over this department 
of labour, and is virtually the only person who exercises 
any sort of supervision there. The treatment received 
from him, as may be imagined, not unfrequently leads 
to rebellion and abusive language ; then comes the 
" black hole," this being the authorized means of punish- 
ment committed to masters of workhouses. If during 
the confinement there is riotous conduct indulged in (even 
singing or making noises are sometimes sufficient causes 
of offence) an increase of punishment is resorted to by 
a removal to prison, which, being found to be a more 
comfortable abode than the workhouse (for the reasons 
above stated), it is no longer an object of terror and dread, 
but rather of desire, to those members of our youthful 
population who have thus made trial of it. A more mis- 
chievous result than this, either from our misplaced 
philanthropy or impolitic harshness, can hardly be 
imagined, yet it is one that is of constant, almost weekly, 
occurrence. 

One of the most important branches of this subject is 
undoubtedly the education of the children.* The separa- 
tion of the yoimg from all possible contamination from 
those who are already trained in vice is one of the im- 

* In March, 1856, there were 51,586 children in the 
workhouses of England and Wales ; of these 12,083 ^^^e 
orphans. 
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perative duties of aU Avl^o have the management of the 
poor in their hands ; aiidithis seems to be a point on 
which some additional legislation is called for. The 
question has its difficulties, but they are not such as 
should prevent the enforcing of SQnie compulsory regula- 
tions with regard to it. The chief difficulty in the case of 
the entire separation of schools from :thg workhouses, 
seems to he in providing for the education of the children 
who may enter the house with their parents for a short 
time. Yet it is as important to separate those children 
who are undergoing a course of systematic training in the 
schools from the children of the workhouse, as from the 
adults. The children of low and vicious parents who 
may enter for a temporary refuge, would be a source of 
the greatest mischief, and undo much of the influence 
which had in the course of time been gained over the 
others. If there must be a choice between the two, it 
would be better to leave the few children without the 
regular instruction of a school, than to subject numbers to 
the evils of an education within the workhouse walls, and 
the many injurious influences which must arise from such 
a position. There is abundant evidence at all events as to 
the necessity of a separation in the case of unions in large 
towns. In Mrs. Austin's ** Two Letters on Girls' Schools," 
and on the " Training of Working Women," a very strong - 
opinion is expressed on this point, and an interesting 
account given of the successful working of an attempt 
which has been carried on for some years in connection 
with the Norwich Workhouse. The advocates of these 
schools or " homes " as they are called, have had a great 
struggle both in establishing and maintaining them, and 
an alteration in the law which would make such separate 
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schools compulsory would be gladly hailed by them. 
Want of sufficient accommodation in the workhouse led 
to the establishment of these schools in the year 1850 
and 1853, and the following is an extract containing an 
account of them by the gentleman with whom the plan 
originated : — 

" Many years since I was deeply impressed with the 
importance of industrial training for the children of my 
poor neighbours, especially for those who inhabited our 
workhouse. The system to which they were subjected 
was injurious to their bodily health, deleterious to their 
mental vigour, fatal to their souls' salvation. . . . Against 
the cost of the home we must place the cost of the same 
children in the workhouse ; from the former they in- 
variably go to service ; we could dispose of twice the 
number. From the latter they would never go, except 
for self-indulgence ; a vicious career of short duration, 
ending in despair or in a return to the workhouse, to 
become perpetual or thoroughly vicious paupers ; so that 
in the case of such a girl, the cost of a life of pauperism 
must be carried on to account. . . . Nor let it be forgotten 
that we secure to these orphan and destitute children 
spiritual instruction, free from the distraction of ungodly 
companions ; moral supervision, moral training and 
example ; a knowledge of every-day duties ; a comprehen- 
sion of the value of well-employed hours ; a perception of 
the evil consequences of a temporary indulgence in sin ; 
the difference between a dwelling like this and the work- 
house. We try to make this a home, and the matron a 
parent. The children feel that thejr are free agents ; 
they learn the value of self-exertion and of earned sub- 
sistence." 
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Such " homes " as these, containing, perhaps, not 
more than forty girls or boys, must be far more hopeful 
attempts for educating the destitute children of the 
lowest classes than the large establishments now 
spreading in the neighbourhood of London for the re- 
ception of children from the various unions, and where 
many hundreds are congregated together in masses 
too great to constitute in any sense a " family. ** * Such 
numbers collected under one roof must be managed by a 
machinery exercised by a few paid persons, who, however 
efficient, can ill supply the place of relations and home 
affections. This want is indeed a very difficult one to be 
supplied, for it must be remembered that these poor 
children have no homes. There is for them no going 
home for the holidays, none of the happy, joyous objects 
for thought which fill the hearts of most children. And 
here, when judging harshly of these classes, we should do 
well to remember the want of all the advantages which 
are usually considered essential to the well-being of 
children. Such reflections would go far to lessen the 
wonder so often expressed at the results apparent in the 
after lives of those who have been traineH in circumstances 
so dissimilar, and of the fact that so many act as if they 
were outcasts from that world and that society which has 
shown so Httle love to them. It is a fearful and significant 
fact that many of the most hopeless and hardened inmates 

♦ The numbers in the largest Metropolitan District Union 
Schools in the first week of January, 1856, were as follows : — 
Central London, 1 1 78; North Surrey, 667; South Metro- 
politan, 748 ; St. George's-in-the-East, 404 ; Whitechapel, 
2992 ; Lambeth, 507 ; Stepney, 450. 
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of workhouses are girls who have been brought up in the 
pauper schools.* 

Mrs. Jameson mentions the case of a large parish 
union where it was reckoned that about fifty per cent, of 
the girls were returned to them ruined and depraved ; 
and she gives the following testimony of a workhouse 
chaplain, Mr. Brewer : — 

"The disorderly girls and boys in our streets are 
mainly the produce of the workhouse and the workhouse 
schools. Over them society has no hold, because they 
have been taught to feel that they have nothing in 
common with their fellow-men. Their experience is not 
of a home or of parents, but of a workhouse and a 
governor — of a prison and a gaoler as hard and rigid as 
either." — ^** Communion of Labour,* p. 113. 

This was probably said of girls trained under the work- 

♦ Extract from the Report of an Inspector of Pauper Schools 
for 1855 : — ** T have been assured that the number of Kirkdale 
children (the district school for Liverpool), who after their dis- 
charge from the school have become inmates of the Liverpool 
workhouse, amounts to some hundreds, and that many of these 
were females under the most disgraceful circumstances. There 
weie at one time, in the Liverpool penitentiary for fallen females, 
eleven Kirkdale girls, out of whom it was found necessary to 
dbmiss four for bad conduct. More assuredly is practicable 
than has hitherto been accomplished; but it remains to be 
proved whether any person can exercise a suflficient moral 
influence over so large a number of girls allowed to associate 
together in the same building. As far as I know at present, no 
girls' school appears to be morally more unsuccessful in this 
district than the largest." 
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house roof ; but the result of district schools is at present 
less satisfactory than we should expect. 

We would venture here to make the suggestion that 
ladies should be appointed to visit and inspect the schools 
as well as the gentlemen appointed by the guardians and 
the Poor Law Board, and this would be an important 
part of the work of ladies' committees connected with 
workhouses. They would endeavour to gain a hold on 
the affections of the children by means of a personal 
knowledge and interest, which would not cease when they 
left the school, but would follow them out into their 
respective situations ; and as these establishments must 
be homes as well as schools, an infusion of some kindly 
and cheerful elements would be most desirable. 

Who can tell what might be the value of a friend to 
many of these poor friendless ones, of whom Boards of 
Guardians are but too often the sole protectors ? And 
how many might it not be the means of rfescuing from sin 
and misery, or an early return to the workhouse? If 
such a result were attainable, it would be wise in Boards 
of Guardians to encourage, rather than check, a system of 
inspection which women alone are able and willing to 
undertake.* It is well known that a large proportion of 
women prisoners have been reared in workhouses ; and 

♦ We cannot refrain from remarking here how important it is 
to secure the services of really superior and lady-like women to 
superintend these large establishments ; — persons who would be 
capable of managing the household, and yet who would be 
looked up to with respect by the teachers, male and female 
(who now feel themselves the superiors in education), as well as 
by the guardians and other inspectors. 
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the master of a large union has stated that the pauper 
schools furnish a large number of the unhappy women 
who are abandoned to the most vicious lives. The reason 
is, not that they are ill cared for in these schools, but 
that parish children are generally orphans or the children 
of profligate parents ; and that after they are placed in 
service by their respective parishes, they, having no 
person to whom they can look with affection and respect, 
leave the places to which they have been consigned, and 
gradually are lost among the crowd of profligates who 
throng our streets. * 

* Extract from Mr. G. Bowyer's Report on Pauper Schools 
for 1855 : — ** I have, ever since I have been an inspector, en- 
deavoured to ascertain what was the subsequent conduct of 
children who have left the school in which they were educated 
and trained. In some workhouses, where either the workhouse 
master, the schoolmaster, or the chaplain happened to take an 
interest in the same question (and these were generally well-con- 
ducted establishments in regard to the education and training of 
the children), the answers I received to my questions were definite 
and satisfactory. But, in the majority of instances, the only 
thing that was known on the subject was, whether the children 
returned to the workhouse or not, and what situations some of 
them occupied." In some of the district schools it is part of the 
chaplain's work to visit the children in their different situations 
for two years after they leave. We cannot help thinking that 
this is a portion of the work which might well be performed by 
women. Why should not ladies in each parish of the union be 
appointed to visit girls, and keep up a friendly intercourse with 
them, which surely could be done by them as efficiently as by 
the chaplain, whose time must be fully occupied in the schools ? 
Many of the boys sent out from district schools are said to be 
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The possibility of carrying out an industrial system of 
training is the great advantage of the schools on a large 
scale, and the entire separation of the children from the 
association of pauperism and from intercourse with their 
relations is insured. To some persons this last reason 
has appeared to be an objection ; but we can hardly 
think that it can be so considered by those who know 
what their relations (generally speaking) are, and what an 
influence for evil they possess over the children. The 
occasional visits that they receive from their parents, 
when in separate schools, must be very different from 
frequent association with persons who are living in the 
workhouse, the effects of which cannot be otherwise than 
evil. 

The opportunities of industrial training in a workhouse 
school are also small ; the cooking, washing, etc., for 
the children being performed in the "house.* The 
cleaning of the schools is, therefore, almost the only part 
of industrial work that is left to be done by the girls. 
There are some instances where the children hving in 
the workhouse are sent out to the national schools, and 
the plan is said to work well ; but here, again, there must 

doing very well in Australia, in good situations. A proposal 
has been made to receive boys and girls from these schools into 
our colonies, where thousands of them would be gladly em- 
ployed. It would be a more hopeful experiment than that 
lately tried of sending out grown-up girls from our unions, after 
they have already been a considerable expense to their parishes, 
and have, many of them, acquired a sad experience of vice. The 
complete industrial training given to both boys and girls in these 
schools would fit them admirably for life in the colonies, and it 
would surely be a wise policy to adopt such a measure. 
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be the disadvantages of a home in the workhouse, and, 
except in a few well-managed instances, the effect of this 
must be injurious. These poor children, notwithstanding 
their many disadvantages both of mind and body, are 
not insensible to kindly influences, and, generally speak- 
ing, from their weakly constitutions require tender treat- 
ment. In visiting one of the largest of these establishments 
lately, we were told some touching anecdote^ of these 
unfortunate little ones. In the infirmary were several in 
bed, victims of sad disease and neglect ; one of them, 
almost at the close of his short life, begged for a bit of the 
superintendent's dinner, and added, " Please, sir, let me 
have it on your plate ! " The sight of a different and 
a coloured plate was something that this poor child felt to 
be a pleasure, and it spoke to us strongly in favour of 
humanizing and kindly influences over even the outcasts 
of society. We hardly think that any sermon could be 
preached which would so eloquently plead the cause of 
labouring for the welfare and elevation of the lowest 
classes, both physically, morally, and spiritually, as a 
visit to these homes of pauper children. Their ill-grown 
bodies, low and debased countenances, weak eyes, and 
all the other various signs of disease, the dulness of many, 
almost approaching to idiocy, speak but too plainly of the 
condition of those masses of our population from which 
they have sprung, — of the homes unfit for human habita- 
tion, of the drunken habits, induced probably by the 
state of those homes, and of all the sin and misery of the 
parents which are thus entailed upon a new generation, 
and which years of training and wholesome living are 
unable wholly to eradicate. 

The evils of the employment of pauper nurses is dwelt 
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upon by all who have considered the subject of workhouse 
management. When we consider the persons to whom 
such extensive power and responsibility are entrusted, in 
the care of 50,000 sick persons in the London workhouses 
alone, we can hardly wonder at what is told of the results 
of the system. The only way in which an employment of 
the inmates could be successfully carried out, would be 
under the constant supervision of superior persons ; but 
in the present system that is an impossibility. Even 
then the nurses to be obtained would be, generally speak- 
ing, only the worn-out remains of lives whose strength 
had been spent elsewhere. Efficient nurses, who could 
gain a living in any of our hospitals, would not be likely 
to offer themselves for a post in which it is nearly all 
work of the hardest kind, and no pay.* Incapacitated 
in some way, either morally or physically, they are most 
likely to be. One of these nurses boldly stated that she 
had been sixteen times in the House of Correction, and 
she was not ashamed of it ; she was a woman given to 
drink, and of a violent, ungovernable temper, causing 
great misery to the aged people under her control. Can 
these women be fit to attend on the sick, the infirm, and 
the dying? Of course such labour is cheap, and it is 
desirable, if possible, to employ those who must be 
maintained at the cost of the parish ; but in no case 

* And it is a fact, that when able women are by chance found 
as nurses, the guardians often do not choose to keep them as 
inmates ; indeed, it is not likely they will remain without more 
encouragement than is held out to them. If even some dis- 
tinction were made in their dress, there would be more chance 
of their being respected by their fellow-inmates. 
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should they be left with the sole charge and responsibility 
of the sick wards, as they continually are at present, 
without any other control than the occasional visit of the 
matron, bestowed at the utmost once a day, in some 
cases only once a week. 

In the intervals, the patients are absolutely and help- 
lessly at the mercy of these women, of whom they dare 
not complain, knowing what treatment would be visited 
upon them in revenge if they did. From the complete 
equality of the pauper nurses and their patients, no 
respect is felt for them, and no authority can be exercised. 
Obedience, therefore, is obtained through fear and terror, 
and those only who have witnessed the wrangling and 
abuse that but too often are carried on by patients and 
nurses (who are sometimes girls of bad character) can 
imagine so sad and painful a scene. When position and 
character are both wanting, it is difficult to see how it 
should be otherwise. Seeing how careful Boards of 
Guardians are in all matters of expense, it would have 
been well if the recommendation of the Poor Law with 
regard to the employment of at least one paid nurse had 
beien a law ; as it is, many workhouses are without one. 
That such a person would always be all we could desire 
for so important a post we could hardly hope, from what 
we know of the paid nurses in hospitals, but at any rate 
there would be a better chance of efficiency aad character 
than in the present plan. A suggestion was made some 
years ago for the training of some of the able-bodied 
women in workhouses to the office of nurses for the sick 
poor ; it received the sanction of the Poor Law Board, 
and efforts were made by the proposer. Dr. Sieveking, to 
give publicity to the plan ; but it has not yet been carried 
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into effect Independentiy of the great doubt that must 
exist as to the possibility of forming these persons into 
efficient nurses, there is no machinery at present in our 
workhouses by which the plan could possibly be carried 
out. When a more numerous and efficient staff of super- 
intendents is provided, the attempt may be made with 
some partial hope of success. 

The want of trained and kind superintendence is as 
much felt in those departments called the " insane wards,** 
as in the infirmary. Though the violent insane are not 
allowed to be kept for a time exceeding fourteen days, 
yet there are many who are considered to be sufficiently 
harmless to be permanent inmates. Imbeciles, and those 
afflicted with fits, are to be found in every workhouse. 
What a call there is here for all the tenderness of woman's 
care amongst the nurses of this most heavily afflicted 
portion of the great human family ! Yet what reason is 
there to suppose that these sufferers meet with the treat- 
ment which the utmost devotion, Christian love, and 
self-denying zeal alone can give ? An old woman, between 
seventy and eighty years of age, worn out by her own 
hard and troubled life both in body and mind, is not the 
most likely person to act with tenderness and skill in 
such an arduous and trying post. The very incapacity of 
the patients to speak for themselves and complain of 
their grievances is a terrible temptation to tyranny and 
harshness on the part of those who have the care of them, 
and it is only a high principle of love and conscientious- 
ness that can be a safeguard against such conduct. The 
asylums for idiots which already exist are found to be 
utterly incompetent to receive that portion of the 30,000 
idiots of our population which calls for our Christian help 
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and charity.* The burden of them in the crowded homes 
of poor families can hardly be conceived by those who 
are not personally acquainted with the circumstances, 
and we therefore feel that a more suitable refuge ought 
to be provided for them in our unions than at present 
exists, or is possible under the present system of nursing 
and inspection.t 

In concluding our remarks upon this portion of the 
subject, we may quote the statistics given by Mrs. Jameson J 
as to the ages of pauper nurses employed in London 
workhouses :-^ 

" There are seventy paid nurses, and five hundred pauper 
nurses and assistants. One half of these nurses are above 

♦ Besides these there are the diseased and incapacitated 
children leaving the schools, who, unable to gain a living, must 
find a home in the workhouse after the age of fourteen or sixteen. 

t At a recent visit of the Commissioner of Lunacy to a London 
workhouse, he recommended that pictures and other objects of 
an enlivening character should be added to the ward for the 
insane. We suppose this would hardly be objected to even by 
those who fear to make the workhouse "too comfortable." 
Another recommendation in the same direction was given lately 
by the committee of ^St. Luke's Hospital, that visitors, both 
ladies and gentlemen, should be admitted to the patients ; it is 
encouraging to our cause to find that this recommendation was 
adopted. These visits, it was said, "would prove to be a 
comfort to the inmates at the time, and materially assist in the 
united labours for the amelioration of their condition. Recent 
events had plainly shown what the women of England would 
undertake when the objects in view were the relief of misery, 
and the succour of the distressed. " 

J "Communion of Labour," p. 91. 
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fifty, one quarter above sixty, many not less than seventy, 
and some more than eighty years old. An extra allowance 
of tea or beer is the reward given for their services ; but 
the propensity to drink is so strong, that it is with the 
utmost difficulty that they are kept from indulging it" 

We can hardly wonder at this when we find that the 
habit is encouraged rather than checked by those in 
authority. In many workhouses it is the custom to allow 
the nurses a glass of gin daily, besides their portion of 
beer. Can we wonder that a habit thus acquired grows 
into drunkenness when the opportunity offers ? Indeed, 
it is inevitable that it should do so. If the nurses are so 
worn out by ill health and poverty that they require such 
stimulants to enable them to perform their duty, it is 
argument enough against their efficiency. But their 
powers are not strengthened by a process which, it is 
well known, undermines health and vigour. Let them 
have good food and tea and coffee in sufficient quantities, 
and if this will not enable them to perform their work, 
they are not fit to undertake it. Living night and day in 
sick wards, ill ventilated as they generally are, may well 
impair powers both of body and mind, and nurses should 
not be required to do so. Mrs. Jameson may well remark, 
after an enumeration of such facts, " These are the sisters 
of charity to whom our sick poor are confided ! " 

An amended management of our workhouses is de- 
manded chiefly on the grounds that the persons who are, 
and under the present state of things must be, received 
into them, are not all degraded and worthless.* But 

* May we not account for the prevailing impression as to the 
character of workhouse inmates, by the fact that the public hear 
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supposing they were of such a character, at any rate they 
are deserving of treatment at least as good as that 
bestowed upon criminals. The testimony of visitors and 
chaplains may be received upon this point One of the 
latter says — 

" The inmates of our workhouses are not generally the 
dregs and refuse of the population, although of course a 
great many of these are mixed with the rest. In our 
workhouse of 220 inmates, only two come under the 
class of able-bodied men. This is probably below the 
general average, but it proves the mistake of treating 
the entire number of inmates of a workhouse with harsh- 
ness, as if it was the invariable rule that they enter it 
through their own fault. A greaj portion of every work- 
house should be regarded as appropriated to the reception 
of those aged or disabled persons who have spent their 
health and strength for the benefit of the conmiunity, and 
therefore have a claim upon it when that health and 
strength are gone. If, from the want of friends and re- 
lations, they are obliged to enter the workhouse, they 
ought to be treated with as much kindness and considera- 
tion as is compatible with their station. Experience tells 
us that they yearn for this more than for an increase of 
bodily comforts." 

The pubUc in general are but little aware of the con- 
dition in which a large portion of their fellow-creatures 
live ; too often it is but a bare existence in which saving 

nothing of the dreary existence of the quiet and decent old 
people, but only of those younger inmates, whose conduct not 
frequently causes their removal to a court of justice, and thence 
to prison ? 

M 
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is an impossibility. The skilled artisan, mechanic, or 
labourer may indeed earn such wages as should provide 
against the evil day, and here it is where care and fore- 
thought should be diligently inculcated. But over and 
above these classes, there is a very large number of the 
miserably underpaid (perhaps educated in the first instance 
to no regular occupation) whose earnings cannot even 
suffice for their present wants. The sufferings and hard- 
ships of tailors and needlewomen, and the whole army of 
" slop-workers," were loudly proclaimed a few years ago, 
but, we fear, without much good resulting from the 
exposure. The system of excessive division of labour in 
all large establishments leads to the miserable under- 
payment of the employed, till the actual making of clothing 
and other articles, even for Government purposes, receives 
such compensation as may well be considered a disgrace 
to a Christian nation. We need scarcely wonder that the 
end of» lives so employed is spent in the receipt of charity 
or in the workhouse. 

We have no doubt that in very many cases the fearful 
habit of intemperance aggravates the evils of poverty, if 
it is not the cause of them ; but it cannot account for all 
the misery of the world, as long as such facts as these 
stand forth against us. For destitution resulting from 
this state of things the workhouse is the appointed 
refuge ; no other asylum is provided on a scale adequate 
to meet it. In other countries the help is supplied, not 
by private benevolence alone, but by the assistance of 
Government also, for the need exists there as well as here. 
In the pamphlet entitled " Metropolitan Workhouses and 
their Inmates," a description is given of the "hospices " 
in Paris for the incurably sick and aged, which appear in 
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a great measure to take the place of our workhouses ; 
the management of them seems to be admirable. The 
following is an account of a similar institution in Malaga, 
showing that, even in ill-governed Spain, these things are 
better managed than with us : — 

"There is a sort of large workhouse in this place, 
supported by voluntary contributions ; it is called the 
* Casa de Mendicidad, de Socorro, e de Maternidad/ 
The * Mendicidad ' department is for obstinate and 
notorious beggars, who are taken there by the police ; 
the * Socorro ' for any poor who like to enter it volun- 
tarily ; the * Maternidad ' for foundlings and orphans, or 
for any children whose parents like to send them there. 
There are four sisters of mercy, belonging to the order of 
St. Vincent de Paul. They attend to the babies, teach 
the girls to go out to nurse the sick. It was quite 
delightful to see the terms on which the sisters and the 
children were ; the respect, entirely devoid of fear, that 
the latter have. The difference between this and that 
focus of corruption, an English workhouse, struck me. 
I know an English child of only six, who has learnt such 
evil habits in a workhouse, and become so rooted in 
them, that, if she had remained a year longer, I should 
say that she must have been ruined for life. These 
Spanish children when they grow up go to service, but if 
their mistresses do not like them, they are to be sent back 
to the house. If any of them wish to remain and become 
sisters, they may do so ; but I believe the general end is 
they marry or go into service. Altogether, instead of 
being a prison like our workhouses, it was a happy 
home.** 

It is somewhat strange that English benevolence, so 
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widely extended over every form of sorrow and sickness 
that can befall human nature, has not till late years 
thought of the incurably sick. It was probably supposed 
that our workhouses took this class of persons under their 
care, for it was known that they were not maintained in 
hospitals. Yet it is pitiable to think of the large number 
of hopelessly sick and bedridden who are shut up in our 
workhouses as they are at present constituted. The 
strict rules enforced in many of them as to receiving 
the visits of friends is one of the reasons which causes 
them to be deemed little better than prisons. It has been 
repeatedly alleged, that if it were otherwise persons would 
be attracted to them, tempted to give up their homes, 
and thus impose upon the public charity. But at the 
best, and with all the improvements that can be made, 
there must always be a certain degree of restraint imposed 
upon the inmates by the rules necessary for every large 
establishment, which would prove a check upon any 
temptation to desert their homes. And it is said that in 
France, the institutions which maintain many hundreds 
of the aged and infirm in greater comfort than is enjoyed 
in our workhouses, do not attract persons from their 
homes. In England, therefore, where the love of home is 
pre-eminently strong, we need hardly fear that it would 
be the case. The regularity of hours will always be dis- 
tasteful to those who have enjoyed independence all their 
lives ; and even were the food made more palatable than 
it is at present, it would not be preferred to the self-chosen 
fare, for the sameness, unavoidable in such places, will 
always be disliked. So great is the love of liberty and 
choice in these matters, that working women have been 
known to prefer bringing their own scanty meals to their 
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workrooms, to sharing in one general fare, though of a 
superior quality. 

In former days some provision was made for the 
more decent poor by the founding of almshouses, which 
was what may be called a "fashionable" mode of 
charity with our ancestors. The remarks on this subject 
by the late Bishop Armstrong are full of interest as 
bearing upon this point,* and give a very true and touch- 
ing picture of what the piety of our ancestors accom- 
plished, and what we, their descendants, are neglecting. 
But, like other regrets for the past, it is useless and 
utterly vain as regards a remedy for present evils, and in 
as far as it proposes to bring back a former state of 
things. We cannot revive the habits of bygone ages if 
we would, and we may, therefore, believe it to be un- 
desirable, in the order of God's providence, to do so. 
Another condition of affairs is come into existence, and 
our present work is to see that we make the best of it, 
checking as far as possible the evil, and encouraging and 
calling out the good in it A system incapable of such a 
process as this ought not to belong to a Christian society. 

Such a custom is more common in these days amongst 
societies than individuals. Members belonging to various 
trades thus combine to provide for the poorer members of 
their craft. This, however, can but afford partial relief, and 
the only remedy for the state of things which Bishop 
Armstrong laments, is either to give the deserving poor a 
more comfortable shelter in our workhouses, or to supply 
the aged with sufficient outdoor relief to enable their 
relations or friends to maintain them at home. This 
plan is much more practicable in the country than in 

♦ ** Life of Bishop Armstrong," p. 191. 
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London, and we do not see why there it should not be 
universally adopted. It is there chiefly that the attach- 
ment to home makes it desirable to do so. The fireside 
corner of the old cottage, inhabited for the greater part of 
a life, — the village church in which worship has been 
offered, and in the churchyard of which rest the relations 
of the aged persons, — all these things have no parallel in 
our crowded cities, where homes are contained in one 
dreary room of a narrow street or court, and where the 
graves of a family are probably scattered in distant 
cemeteries. In the midst of such families, too, it is often 
impossible that the sick and aged can be maintained, 
where father, mother, and numerous children all share 
the same room for sleeping and living in. For these, 
therefore, a more comfortable asylum should be pro- 
vided.* The authoress of " Sunshine in the Workhouse " 
gives instances in which she has successfully arranged, by 
the aid of private assistance, to keep aged persons from 
the workhouse, and this seems to be a very legitimate 

♦ Extract from Mr. J. B. Browne's Report of Pauper Schools 
for 1855 : — ** There are many workhouses in which classification 
is impossible, which are, therefore, necessarily, schools of vice, 
and which, as I conceive, the legislature would not suffer to 
continue open year after year if all that occurs in them were 

publicly known. H Workhouse in Lancashire may not be 

the worst in my district, because there are many so very bad 
that it is hard to say which is entitled to that pre-eminence." 
The inspection does not, therefore, seem to be a sufficient remedy 
for such cases as these. In some instances it takes place at 
intervals of one or two years. Even grross outward and material 
defects could hardly be discovered by such a process, and the 
moral state of things could not possibly be known. 
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mode of applying charity, and a likely means of encourag- 
ing persons to exert themselves in maintaining, at least 
partly, their aged relations. One shilling a week, added 
to the two shillings and sixpence allowed by the parish, is 
found to be sufficient to keep them at home. 

Those who have not visited workhouses cannot believe 
how many there are in them who have absolutely no 
friends or relations. It is sad to see such on the " visiting 
days," and to hear them lament their loneliness. Are 
there none, therefore, to care for such as these, none to 
cheer the lonely heart and forlorn spirit, and be a friend 
to the friendless ? * The general impression that exists as 

♦ The following description is from the graphic pen of Sir 
F. B. Head, and though the scene was one belonging to the 
state of things prior to the new Poor Law, yet the picture is 
equally true at the present time, and must be familiar to every 
one who has visited workhouses. In one room he finds a group 
of "worn-out men, with nothing to do, with nothing to cheer 
them, with nothing in this world to hope for, with nothing to 
fear ; gnarled into all sorts of attitudes, they look more like 
pieces of ship timber than men. In another room are seen 
huddled together in similar attitudes a number of old, ex- 
hausted women, clean, tidy, but speechless and deserted. In 
large, airy bedrooms, we find men and women all bedridden. 
As we passed between two ranges of tressels almost touching 
each other, nothing was to be seen but a set of wrinkled faces, 
which seemed more dead than alive. Many had been lying 
there for years, many had been inmates of the poorhouse for 
fourteen, fifteen, and eighteen years ; few seemed to have any 
disorder. They were wanting nothing, asking for nothing, 
waiting for nothing, but their death." Elsewhere he gives 
the following suggestions for the treatment of such persons : — 
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to the class of persons who claim parochial relief is no 
doubt the real cause of whatever harshness may exist in 

** As to the provision for the aged, the commissioner submitted 
to the opinion of the meetings that, instead of being thrown 
amongst children and young men and women, their comforts 
would be materially increased by their being kept together. 
He asked whether quietness was not one of the kindest 
charities which could be bestowed on age? whether a diet 
as well as a home might not be provided for them, properly 
suited to their infirmities? and last, though not least (if there 
was no one to deprive them of this benefit), whether many 
additional comforts and indulgences might not be granted to 
old people, beyond what could or should be afforded for every 
description of applicants?" In the last sentence lies one 
of the chief suggestions which we are now urging upon the 
attention of our readers. It was thought that the new system 
would cease to attract the aged poor to the workhouse, as well 
as the able-bodied. It has not been found, however, that they 
can be excluded, and notwithstanding the s}'stem of repulsion 
rather than of attraction which has been adopted, some urgent 
necessity seems still to compel a large number of aged poor to 
seek the shelter of the union. It will be greatly for the interest 
of those who enter from absolute need, that persons not in such 
circumstances should be discouraged or excluded, for then we 
should lose the suspicion that all are the undeserving, or, at 
least, such as might otherwise be provided for. In some instances 
we have seen very praiseworthy and humane arrangements made 
by Boards of Guardians for the aged poor ; one ward being set 
apart for the occupation of the more deserving married couples, 
or those who have been ratepayers in the parish ; separate 
compartments are provided for them, and thus those who have 
spent their lives together are not divided at the close, but are 
able to nurse and tend each other to the last. It is a miserable 
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the system. It is supposed that we are called upon to 
support the idle and able-bodied, who might work for 
their living, and this belief has brought in the suspicion 
that all are involved in the same contamination and 
degradation. And for the management of such persons 
officials of any sort are thought to be good enough ; 
none, indeed, but those of a lower order would be 
connected with the work. The system is, therefore, 
carried out by Boards of Guardians (who, generally 
speaking, are chosen from the lower class of tradesmen 
in towns, and of farmers in the country) and by relieving 
officers ; and for the internal management of large and 
difficult establishments, masters and matrons also of the 
lower middle class are selected.* Under these circum- 

sight, when aged couples drag out their dreary existence under 
the same roof, but are unable to meet or hold any communi- 
cation. 

* The facts that are continually being brought to light about 
masters of workhouses must have enlightened the public by this 
time as to the character of many of them. Bad ones are passed 
on from one Board of Guardians to another, just as servants fre- 
quently go from one family to another, their true character, 
concealed by their masters, who are €[lad to get rid of them. 
A very general horror is entertained by the poor of burial by 
**the parish." It seems to be a lingering spirit of reverence 
for the dead which, though often unreasonable in individual 
instances, we are unwilling to blame. For who can wonder af 
it when revelations are occasionally made like those which have 
recently appeared in the newspapers, of the master of a work- 
house trafficking with the bodies of the dead, and changing them 
at the hospitals, so that friends and relations cannot be sure who 
it is they are following to the grave ? It is a very general belief, 
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stances it is hardly possible that the system can be 
otherwise than a harsh and unfeeling one. The total 
want of sympathy between the relievers and. the relieved 
can produce no other result. The power and authority 
of masters and matrons may be considered almost 
unlimited ; for, in some cases, they are the sole channels 
of communication between the poor and the guardians, 
and have, therefore, the power of giving their own version 
of everything that happens. How grossly this power is 
often abused will be gathered from some of the letters 
in metropolitan workhouses. It will hardly be believed, 
that in one instance the matron never spoke to one poor 
bedridden woman for two years, in revenge for an 
offence committed by her in simply answering a question 
of one of the guardians which was supposed to involve 
the matron in blame. Yet such a woman was thought to 
be capable of governing several hundred persons, and of 
inspiring respect at least, if not love. 

We may remind our readers of the various and numerous 
classes of persons who come under the personal control 
of these officials ; and we may here give a description of 
the first workhouse of London, the aim and intention 
of which was very much what it is, or rather, perhaps, 
should be, at the present day. " Bridewell Hospital was 
founded prior to, and in consequence of the want of, a 
national provision for the poor. It was intended as a 

or at least suspicion, amongst the poor that the bodies of 
paupers are placed in their coffins without clothing of any kind. 
We know that this was done a few years ago, but we cannot 
speak with certainty of the present time. There may well be a 
prejudice against pauper funerals. 
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provision for certain and specified classes of the poor, as 
a house of correction for vagrants and other suspected 
persons, and as an establishment for the training of 
children, when of proper age, in good occupation or 
science profitable to the commonwealth. It was, in fact, 
the first workhouse, the first house of correction, and the 
first reformatory in the kingdom ; and it was intended as 
a relief, not only for the city of London, but for the 
suburbs of the same, and for the whole county of Middle- 
sex." For an undertaking of such magnitude as is here 
described, some very efficient management is surely 
demanded. In many respects a supervision superior to 
that of hospitals is required, for there we have but one 
class of persons to deal with, viz. the bodily sick ; here 
a variety of minds and characters as great as the different 
classes who are admitted, and all requiring judicious 
moral treatment. 

The chief aim of those who have considered the subject 
of workhouse reform is to suggest a remedy for the 
present state of things, in providing other influences that ' 
may impart some feeling of sympathy into the system. 
It is not an alteration of the system itself that is de- 
manded, but rather the introduction of the law of love 
into it. 

The publications we have named, excepting one, are 
written by women, and though they are of small dimen- 
sions, they may be taken as strong indications of a 
growing interest in the subject of which they treat. 
Women, therefore, may be said to have first enlisted 
public sympathy in behalf of the better management of 
our workhouses, as they have already done for the better 
management of our hospitals. And in matters connected 
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with the poor, the sick, and the aged, it would seem to be 
especially the mission of women to work a reformation. 
In so doing, they will not only be blessed themselves, but 
become the means of blessing to countless numbers. 

The object of Mrs. Jameson's book is to show the 
necessity of men and women working together in the 
" communion of laboiu-," and the truth of this principle 
is proved by the success of those institutions in which 
that law is obeyed. It can scarcely be said to be the 
case in our English workhouses, where the one matron 
and the pauper nurses are the sole representatives of the 
feminine influence so especially needed in every institution 
for the poor. If the theory is a true one, our disregard of 
it sufficiently accounts for all the failures and abuses in 
our institutions for the poor established by law. Poor 
Law Commissioners did not take this element into con- 
sideration in framing their new system of laws. Ladies 
have hitherto been told triumphantly by masters of 
workhouses that it is against the law that they should 
be admitted as visitors. Boards of Guardians certainly 
neither contemplated nor desired the help of women in 
their ungracious task. They would be too tender-hearted, 
too sjrmpathizing, or too meddhng and interfering with 
that which belonged to men only. These, and such like 
fears, have haunted the minds of officials, and will 
continue to haunt them, for some time to come, to the 
exclusion of women from a large portion of what may be 
considered their proper sphere of work. The following 
remarks are made by Mrs. Jameson, in the preface to her 
first lecture on "Sisters of Charity," and her wide ex- 
perience of charitable institutions abroad enables her to 
write with confidence on the subject. Speaking of the 
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numerous letters she has received on the subject of 
workhouses, she goes on to say : — 

** Surely it is worth considering whether the administra- 
tion of these institutions might not be improved by the 
aid of kindly and intelligent women sharing with the 
overseers the task of supervision. . . . Can any one doubt 
that the element of power, disunited from the element of 
Christian love, must in the long run become a hard, cold, 
cruel machine ; and that this must of necessity be the 
result where the masculine energy acts independent of 
the feminine sympathies? Since it is allowed on all 
hands that we want institutions for the training of efficient 
'sisters of charity ' for all offices connected with the sick, 
the indigent, the fallen, and the ignorant among us, why 
should not our parish workhouses be made available for 
the purpose? In such an application of means and funds 
already at hand, it appears to me that there would be 
both good sense and economy ; therefore it ought to 
recommend itself to our so-called practical men." 

The only step hitherto made in this direction has been 
the appointment of committees of lady visitors in two or 
three instances, and this, though apparently a small 
measure in itself, is in fact the introduction of an entirely 
new principle, which may in time be developed into much 
good. But " what is wanted," says Mrs. Jameson, " is a 
domestic, permanent, and ever-present influence, not 
occasional inspection." ^ Then it may be asked, where are 
we to find the women trained for such works as these, 
for we are far from saying that every woman is fitted for 
them? Even those most anxious to devote themselves 
thus require a training before they can enter upon such 
duties, and this is not easily attaunable in England. It 



Digitized by VjOOglC 



174 APPENDIX VL 



is true that there are opportunities now which there never 
were before in this country, for learning in hospitals those 
duties in the care of the sick which should be taught to 
all women, and a knowledge of which would render every 
woman more useful in her station ; but there is hardly 
yet the opportunity of acquiring that experience in more 
general matters connected with the poor which can be 
gained in the institution of Kaiserswerth, near Dusseldorf. 
The interesting account of this establishment * is, it is 
well known, from the pen of Florence Nightingale, who 
acquired a great part of her practical education in the 
treatment of the sick within those walls, under the super- 
intendence of the excellent Pastor Fliedner and his wife. 
At the present time there are ii6 deaconesses in the 
institution, and according to their various inclinations 
and capacity they are distributed throughout the different 
departments of the house, devoted severally to the care 
of the sick, the insane, the fallen, and to the teaching of 
children. How admirably the plan has been carried out, 
and how its results have spread into distant lands, will 
be gathered from the pages of this pamphlet, as well as 
from the little book entitled " Kaiserswerth Deaconesses. '*t 
Such an institution is urgently required in England, and 
ere now we had hoped to see it arise under the ex- 
perienced guidance of one who must be universally 
acknowledged to be the fittest to undertake so arduous 
a work. We still hope to see this desire accomplished, 
and if so, a blessing will indeed have arisen out of the 
sorrows and calamities of war, and one to which all 

* The Institution of Kaiserswerth, on the Rhine, 
t By a Lady. (Masters.) 
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classes of our countrymen and countrywomen will Ijave 
contributed, by the testimonial offered tcT Miss Nightin- 
gale. But till such an opportunity is given, what fitter 
place for learning could be found than our workhouses, 
which are institutions for all classes and characters 
amongst the poor, if learners could be admitted into them 
under the sanction of some intelligent and superior 
governing power, who would welcome assistance and 
co-operation, and not reject it with jealousy and fear? 
It is encouraging to see what a few years have done for 
the advocates of this cause. Those who, before Miss 
Nightingale's mission to the Crimea, would have loudly 
denounced such proceedings as preposterous and im- 
possible, now stand up publicly to uphold them. 
Women's work is boldly claimed for hospitals, and in 
many cases earnestly sought for. Not only is a superior 
class of women demanded for the lower offices in them 
(for the Mrs. Gamps are now beginning to be thought 
undesirable attendants upon the sick and dying), but 
women of education and refinement are desired, as a 
religious and humanizing and refining element, amidst 
scenes of temptation, sorrow, and suffering. Those who 
have the power of looking behind the scenes, and know 
the truth, can tell something of the need that exists for 
the introduction of such a superintending power as this. 
Hitherto the chief supervision of our hospitals has been 
exercised by the matron and medical men, who can only 
visit the wards occasionally, and at long intervals. At 
other times the nurses reign supreme, and how unfit they 
are, generally speaking, for a rule involving matters of 
life and death, is now beginning to be felt, and the true 
remedy appHed. The patients, feeling the kindness and 
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charity which admit them into these asylums, think it 
ungrateful to make complaints to the medical men, what- 
ever they may hear and see, and so, many evils exist 
which never reach the ears of the officials. During their 
presence in the wards, of course all is as it should be. 

It is very desirable that England should possess a 
training school of her own, for those who wish to learn 
and carry out any of the various works of charity which 
are calUng for the assistance of women.* Each nation 

♦ Under the present system, matrons undertake the important 
posts of superintending institutions containing several hundred 
inmates, without any previous experience of management, or 
even of intercoiu^e with the poor generally. We shall never 
have better results till there are training institutions (which 
might be the workhouses) where both men and women may 
prepare themselves for their work, as is universally the case 
abroad. Sir F. B. Head says : — " The Central Board has no 
power to punish the vicious, no right to revile the improvident, 
no authority to neglect the impotent. Their wants alone con- 
stitute their legal passport to relief; it is to be administered to 
them with an equal attention to generosity on the one hand, and 
justice on the other." Surely, therefore, this being the case, it 
is more important to provide some government that is capable 
of exercising a moral influence and discrimination in matters 
connected with the poor. "It is essential to woman's success 
in undertaking any higher employment, to wit, that she must 
undergo special training for her work, as any one of the other 
sex must undergo special training for his work. Dilettante 
visiting, desultory fits of charity, must give way to serious appli- 
cation, laborious preparation, and long study." — ** Industrial 
and Social Position of Women," p. 280. 

As long as masters and matrons must (generally speaking) be 
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must organize its own plans, and develop them in a 
national manner, iif the result is to be successful. Germany 
has her " deaconesses," France and Italy their " sisters of 
charity" and of ** mercy." In England we have also 
some institutions of " sisters," but it may be that here no 
general title will be given to those who volunteer for such 
works as these. " Lady superintendent," " lady nurses," 
" nursing sisters," are some of the names which have 
been already assumed, and which appear to be suited to 
our English tastes and habits. Those which have too 
much resemblance to the orders of the Romish Church 

husband and wife, it is hardly probable that both should be well 
fitted for their work, which, we repeat again, demands an 
especial training and devotion. Mrs. Jameson * has remarked 
upon what she calls the *' morale of dress," and its influence on 
all ranks. She justly censures the tawdry and unsuitable attire 
adopted by nurses when no uniform costume is provided. We 
cannot help alluding to the no less unsuitable style of dress worn 
by matrons. The governor of a large prison has expressed his 
conviction that a great proportion of crime amongst female 
prisoners has its origin in a love of dress and finery. Can it be 
wise, therefore, to allow matrons to deck themselves out with 
gay ribbons and artificial flowers in the eyes of those very 
persons to whom we wish to make them objects of respect and 
examples of modesty ? Those who have seen and admired the 
perfectly neat and simple costume worn by the deaconesses of 
Kaisers werth, as well as by their excellent " mother," Madame 
Fliedner, may understand something of the moral influence 
which may be exercised even in such apparently trifling matters 
as these, and make comparisons not flattering to ourselves at 
home. 

* ** Communion of Labour," p. 96. 

N- 
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have been rejected for obvious reasons, for it is very 
desirable to avoid all suspicion of imitating the errors of 
those who carry out these good works abroad. It is 
clearly shown, however, in the pamphlet on Kaiserswerth, 
that the original institution of such societies of women is 
derived from the primitive Church, and that Protestants 
have since then carried them out It may be well to 
quote the remarks which bear upon this point : — 

"We see, in the very first times of Christianity, an 
apostolical institution for the employment of woman's 
powers directly in the service of God. We find them 
employed as * servants of the Church.' We read in the 
Epistle to the Romans of a * deaconess,' as in the Acts of 
the Apostles of 'deacons.' Not only men employed in 
the service of the sick and poor, but also women. In the 
fourth century, St. Chrysostom speaks of forty deaconesses 
of Constantinople. We find them in the Western Church 
as late as the eighth, in the Eastern as the twelfth century. 
When the Waldenses and the Bohemian and Moravian 
Brothers begun to arise out of the night of the Middle 
Ages, we find in these communities, founded after the 
model of the apostolical institutions, the office of deacon- 
esses, who were called presbyters, established in 1457. 
In the sixteenth century it is well known how Robert von 
der Mark, Prince of Sedan in the Netherlands, revived 
the institution of Protestant Sisters of Charity, and 
instead of appropriating the revenues of the suppressed 
monasteries in his domains, devoted them to this purpose. 
In the first General Synod of the Evangelical Church of 
the Lower Rhine and the Netherlands, at Wesel, 1568, 
we find the office of deaconesses recommended, and in 
the Classical Synod of 1580 expressly established. In 
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England they were not wanting. Among the Non- 
conformists, under EHzabeth, 1578, deaconesses were 
instituted during divine service, and received amidst the 
general prayers of the community. The Pilgrim Fathers 
of 1 602-1 62 5, who were driven first to Amsterdam and 
Leyden, then to North America, carried their deaconesses 
with them. It thus appears that, long previous to the 
establishment of the order of Sisters of Mercy by St. 
Vincent de Paul in 1633, the importance of the office 
of deaconess had been recognized by all divisions of 
Christians, and they accordingly existed free from vows 
or cloistered cells. 

"So many believe this to be an institution borrowed 
from the Roman Catholic Church exclusively, and on that 
account are prejudiced against it, that we wish we had 
space to give the numerous other proofs of the existence 
of the office at different times, among all Churches, and 
earliest in those of the Protestant faith." 

The following reason why the institution did not spread 
and flourish further in those days may equally account 
for the fact at the present day : — " There were no nursery 
grounds, preparatory schools for deaconesses, so that 
fitness for their office was, so to speak, accidental." 

The want has long been supplied in Protestant countries 
abroad ; we trust we may soon be able to say that 
England has followed their example. The simple but 
solemn consecration of the deaconess to her work,* 
involving no vows and no compulsion, gives a sanction 

♦ The beautiful service for ordination is given in the Ap- 
pendix to '* Kaisers werth Deaconesses," and we earnestly recom- 
mend it to the attention of our readers. 
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and a degree of sanctity to it and to the labourer in the 
eyes of others, that it would be very desirable to cast 
around those who are exposed to so many temptations as 
the nurses in our public hospitals. It would be very 
desirable to have such respect shown to them in the 
exercise of their office as we find abroad, where the 
physician lifts his hat to the humblest sister in the hospital. 
Such homage will hardly be yielded here unless more 
reverence is paid to the office and calling of a nurse than 
at present. 

It is a good and hopeful sign that we are not disposed 
to imitate literally the customs of other countries, but 
rather to frame some mode of action which may be the 
national expression of the English mind. It is also a 
natural sign that help should be forthcoming with the 
need for it ; that without any preconceived plan or 
system, workers should arise, when they are needed. This 
has already been the case in emergencies, but the want of 
systematic training has been felt nevertheless, and spon- 
taneous and zealous efforts alone will not suffice. 

As long as no systematic training is afforded we cannot 
wonder if many mistakes are made, and scattered zmd 
impulsive efforts here and there start up. The training 
which is given in the other countries of Europe proves 
the importance attached to the work, which is not to be 
undertaken lightly or without a due preparation, lasting 
for three, five, or even seven years. In England, where 
no vows or devotion for life would attend this training, it 
would be most desirable that women in general should be 
able to avail themselves of it, as well as those who intend 
to devote themselves to this work in after life. It might 
be made supplementary to the common school education, 
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and in many respects it would be the most important part 
of it. A year spent in learning how to nurse the sick and 
take care of children, besides other matters of intercourse 
with the poor, would be a most valuable preparation for 
after life, wherever it might be spent. To those who 
were to become the wives of clergymen this training 
would be especially acceptable. There are many others 
also who would have reason to bless the preparation for 
their duties which this training would, afford. Persons 
high in position in our colonies, now scattered over the 
globe, and settlers in new countries everywhere, may be 
called upon to perform duties for which the usual educa- 
tion of girls* schools in the common routine of learning 
and accomplishments would be quite useless. But, whether 
at home or abroad, practical knowledge of this kind will 
always be desirable, if not absolutely necessary, for the 
due fulfilment of a large portion of women's duties. It is 
now become the fashion to advocate the industrial train- 
ing of girls of the lower class. The need of it is nearly as 
great amongst the upper. A woman's hfe cannot be passed 
in either acquiring or displaying accomplishments, or 
even in the higher pursuit of learning for its own sake. A 
time of longing for practical work comes to all, and is at 
the root of the strenous efforts after a married life which 
are made by the generality of young ladies after leaving 
school The most natural field for woman's capacities is 
without doubt the management of a household and family, 
and there are some persons who maintain this to be the 
only legitimate and natural occupation of woman. It 
may be so. But there are many unnatural things in this 
world, things which are diverted from their original design 
and intention. And amongst them may perhaps be con- 
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sidered the fact that there are no fewer than 500,000 more 
women than men in this country, and who are not 
occupied with the care of their own families.* Unnatural 
as this fact may be., we still ask for work for them to do, 
believing that many are longing and willing to do it, if it 
were possible to bring them and it together. Hitherto 
the customs of our country, and public opinion, the 
strongest of all barriers, has been against the opening out 
of any new line of action. 

But "the Chinese wall of prejudices'' has, as Mrs, 
Jameson observes, at last been broken through, and the 
field is open to volunteers. Another generation, however, 
must grow up before it will be fully occupied, for many 
obstacles still exist, and many habits have to be overcome. 
None are asked to leave their homes or the duties which 
are already placed before them, for the work that we are 
advocating ; but it is offered to those who are standing 
all the day idle, and whom no man hath yet hired for the 
great work of life. It is not only to ladies that such 
employments would be found to be acceptable, but also 
to that large middle class of women, who now go to swell 
the rank of underpaid governesses and needlewomen. At 
present this class is widely separated from the poor and 
from works of charity in general. There is but little 
sympathy found for such in the daughters of tradesmen, 

* " Take of these 500,000 superfluous women only the one- 
hundredth part, say 5000 women who are willing to work for 
good, to join the communion of labour, under a directing power, 
if only they knew how — if only they could learn how best to do 
their work, and if employment were open to them, what a 
phalanx it would be if properly organized!" — "Sisters of 
Charity," p, 6l» 
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who have it in their power to do so much in this field of 
work if they had but the inclination. Young women 
of this class do not now, as formerly, occupy themselves 
exclusively with household drudgery, as it is called, and 
no longer follow the good old paths of their grandmothers 
in care of the house and family. It has always seemed 
to us, therefore, that their time must be in a great 
measure their own. What a valuable staff of assistants 
might they not prove in a parish, if their training had 
given them some feeling for and sympathy with the poor ! 
Such a character as is depicted in the beautiful tale of 
" Katharine Ashton " * has, we suspect, but few corre- 
sponding realities in the world of tradesmen's daughters. 
Happy would it be for themselves and others if it had 
more. The education that gives a smattering of learning 
and accomplishments, which can never be of use either in 
teaching others or in refining their own minds, is all 
which seems hitherto to have been desired by this class 
of women. But it must be said in excuse that hardly any 
other education has been possible for them. The only 
teachers who have offered themselves were half-educated 
persons of their own class, compelled to earn a precarious 
and scanty living in this manner ; love and devotion, and 
eve|> capacity for the work, being generally wholly want- 
ing. We trust, however, that a better day is dawning 
upon this most important but long-neglected branch of 
education, and that ere long we may see many efforts 
successfully carried out in the way of improvement. The 
gradual advance in middle-class schools is as needful 
among boys as girls, if we would look for more enlight- 



* By Miss Sewell. 
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enment and intelligent benevolence amongst our future 
guardians of the poor and ratepayers, who have so much 
power in their hands as regards the management of the 
class whose grievances we have been considering. 

At the present time, in England, we are unable to find 
workers for the comparatively few spheres in which their 
help is called for. We have no source to which we can 
send with the certainty of obtaining a supply. In the 
other countries of Europe, where orders of women 
devoted to the care of the poor and sick have long been 
organized, some " mother house " is .always ready to 
provide the help that is asked from it. And here we are 
induced to inquire how it is that France and Italy, where 
the education of women is so greatly inferior to that of 
our own high standard, produce women of tact, discretion, 
and mental powers equal to the government of com- 
munities of their own sex, and of charitable establishments 
of the most varied and difficult character? Such com- 
munities must be as liable to division and dissension 
arising from the evil tempers of human nature in one 
country as another ; yet they exist, and have done so for 
centuries. In Mrs. Jameson's " Communion of Labour," 
accounts are given of hospitals, penitentiaries, and even 
prisons, which are managed by women. A remarkable 
prison near Vienna is described, containing two hundred of 
the most degraded female criminals, which was under the 
government of twelve women, no male officials residing 
in the house. And there are numerous establishments in 
which women are not only the attendants, but the actual 
heads and governors. At Turin is a "Female Com- 
munity,'' consisting of four hundred members, women of 
all ages, maintaining themselves by their united labour, 
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and they are ruled by a superior elected from among 
themselves ; they live in unity and peace under this 
controlling power, and have existed as a community for a 
century. Whatever the system may be, there must be 
great individual power and talent necessary to maintain 
such a government as this. The common school-girl 
training would hardly suffice here. The characters that 
could form and carry on these works will be made in 
spite of rather than by it, for merely benevolent impulses 
or sentimental charity are not equal to such demands. 
The difficulty in England will probably be found to be 
the necessity of obedience to rules and to a supreme 
power. Obedience implies confidence in, and reverence 
for, the power which claims it ; a blind submission the 
best amongst us are not inclined to yield, and till women 
are duly trained to become the superintendents of others, 
and fitted for the special work they are to carry on, we 
cannot hope for success. 

Looking forward into the future, we can picture to 
ourselves a Model Workhouse ; but whether the vision 
will be realized in ten, twenty, or fifty years, we cannot 
say. Mrs. Jameson, in speaking of the progress of such 
matters in England, says,* " For about ten years, perhaps, 
the means of carrying it out may be considered and 
debated ; in another ten years some plan will be pro- 
posed ; and in another ten years perhaps adopted ; for 
such is the usual progress of any great moral movement 
in * that other public,' whom we must influence.*' 

We can but endeavour to hasten its advent by showing 
the necessity of a change in the present system, not by 



" Sisters of Charity," p. 66. 
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exaggerating its defects, but by exhibiting its true working. 
At the head of such a workhouse should be a woman of 
education, judgment, and, above all, of religious devotion 
to her work ; with a heart full of love for young and old, 
sick and poor, because they are a sacred charge com- 
mitted to her care. And for this superintendence ' a 
woman would seem to be the fittest person, comprising as 
it does the sick and aged, children, the outcast, and the 
fallen. But in the due adjustment of the "communion 
of labour " (from the forgetfulness of which law qur errors 
hitherto have arisen), the lady superintendent (as she 
might be fitly called) must have the assistance of the 
other sex in her arduous labours. 

The appointment of one who should correspond to the 
secretaries of our hospitals, with a salary superior to that 
which is now given to the masters of workhouses, would 
prove to be money well spent in the end. He would take 
the superintendence of financial matters, and exercise 
authority over the male departments of the house.* 

Then, as in prisons, the chaplain should be a much 
more important person than at present; either resident, or 
at least with no other duties to occupy his time, which 
should be entirely devoted to the inmates in cases where 
the numbers amount to many hundreds. At present, the 
chaplain's office is often filled in the most unsatisfactory 
manner. The wards cannot be visited more than once or 
twice a week, when he comes in and reads a prayer to all 
the inmates of a ward at once ; he probably then asks the 

♦ In large establishments the appointment of a steward or 
store-keeper would be necessary, and economical in preventing 
waste. 
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master if " anything in particular " is wanted in the popu- 
lation of seven or eight hundred, or it may be even more, 
of sick, dying, and vicious persons under his care, and 
hearing that " nothing particular " is wanted, he hurries 
off to a parish containing some thousands, who are also 
in his charge, and where he will probably find "some- 
thing particular " to do.* 

This part of the subject is also beginning to excite 
attention, and a "Ratepayer" has lately written to a 
country newspaper, to urge the appointment of a chaplain 
on the same terms, and with the same advantages, as 
those .offered in prisons. Such a task as we have 
described could not be carried out by any one superin- 
tendent alone. There must be many fellow-workers with 
her, both men and women, who will be the responsible 
heads of each separate department of the house. Under 
such a superintendence as this, why should not girls be 
trained to fulfil all the duties of the laundry and the 
kitchen, and so be fitted for respectable service, instead 
of being left the whole day to their own evil and idle 
gossip, as they sit over their oakum-picking, unchecked 
by any superior authority, or by the presence of any one 
above them in position 1 1 The band of workers within 

* We thankfully admit that there are many honourable excep- 
tions to this description, in devoted and hard-working chaplains 
of unions to whom the inmates look as their only friend. But 
when other and important duties interfere, it is impossible that 
the time should be given to this work which it requires. Inex- 
perienced young men, to whom the salary would often be as 
good as that of a curacy, are not considered fitted for the post. 

t To the idle and able-bodied the workhouse should be really 
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doors would be cheered and encouraged by the addition 
of " lady visitors/' who would infuse new life and energy 
into the work.* Their assistance might also be extended 

a place of hard work, which can only be enforced amongst the 
women by an efficient superintendence of their own sex. Why 
should the strong girls be allowed to wander up and down 
passages, or sit about on the stairs gossiping with one another, 
as every visitor to a workhouse knows they do at present, when 
the matron's eye is not upon them? The regular workers in 
the different departments of the house do not like to be inter- 
rupted by their desultory and imperfect assistance ; there is the 
more need, therefore, for some special care and training for 
them. 

* We are glad to hear of instances in which ladles and gentle- 
* men are beginning to visit workhouses on Sundays, for the 
purpose of reading and praying with those (the large number in 
every workhouse) who are unable to attend the chapel services. 
In one case some young men, under the sanction of the chaplain, 
attended for this purpose, and much gratitude is expressed for 
this work, especially by those inmates who have been long 
deprived of hearing Church prayers. Where the chaplain has 
Sunday duties elsewhere, it is impossible for him to visit the 
wards. We do not yet acknowledge as we ought how highly 
voluntary work is appreciated by the poor and afflicted. They 
know that the clergy in parishes and chaplains in institutions 
are paid for their ministrations amongst them, but the visit 
arising solely from the motive of sympathy and love works with 
greater influence upon the heart. 

At the recent inspection (if we may so call it) of the vast 
parish of Islington, by the Bishop of London, it was cheering to 
find that the workhouse was not forgotten, and that the sick 
and forlorn inmates had the comfort of seeing and hearing words 
of exhortation from the chief pastor of the diocese. 
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to the outdoor department, where it would be most valuable 
in discovering and checking imposture, as well as in 
softening the harsh treatment of the relieving officers 
towards the decent poor. We care not what name be 
given to such an association of workers, so that the work 
done be a reality. The fact of several women combining 
to carry out a task, obviously impossible to one person, 
need not imply any adherence to particular opinions or to 
a party ; and we believe that it would prove attractive 
to many who do not wish to devote themselves exclusively 
either to the care of the sick or to the education of the 
young. We admit, however, that no such work could be 
carried out or sustained without it was supported by a 
strong religious devotion and zeal. 

Until some such plan as this which we have attempted 
to sketch out is adopted, we shall not wonder if our great 
palace or prison-like unions continue to be regarded with 
scorn by those who see our ostentatious displays of 
charity, made without a comprehension of the only true 
principles on which they can be successfully carried out. 
And let us observe that these abodes of poverty are 
regarded with hatred and dread, not by the idle and 
vicious, whom we might wish to deter from partaking of 
the charity of the nation, but by the decent, the helpless 
and afflicted poor, who have no other refuge than that 
which is offered them within the dreary walls of the 
union. 

Let there be justice, stem and uncompromising, for 
the offender and those who will not work, but let there 
be discrimination between such and the large class of 
applicants on whose claims we have dealt in the preceding 
pages. At all events, let it not be made for any a de- 
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grading and deteriorating system ; and to prevent this we 
must enforce a complete classification and an efficient 
superintendence.* The subject has been little thought of 
hitherto, for it has been considered one of the settled 
facts that the system worked well enough and needed no 
improvement. Now we have no longer the excuse that 
its defects are unknown, for at the present day all our 
social faults and miseries are dragged forth to Hght ; we 
regard it as a hopeful sign of increasing interest that a 
sub-committee has been appointed in the Social Economy 
Department of the National Association for the Promotion 
of Social Science, for the special consideration of the 
subject of workhouse management ; and when once we 
are convinced of an error, and have in due time attempted 
to apply a remedy, we do not often relapse into it. A 
step once made is a step gained, and from it we may 
hope to advance to another. In this instance, the first 
step may be considered to be the appointment of lady 

* We have hardly left ourselves space to enter on the subject 
of the employment of inmates of workhouses. The object was 
treated in a paper sent to the Meeting for Social Science at 
Birmingham, by Mrs. de Morgan. The plans suggested are 
partly carried out in some workhouses, where tailors and shoe- 
makers are employed to superintend the work of the inmates, 
and where the making of bread for the establishment is done in 
the house ; wood-chopping is also provided as an occupation. 
Mrs. de Morgan also suggests the practicability of slightly 
remunerative employment, and especially urges industrial train- 
ing for the young, so that " workhouses, from being the lowest 
step on the downward ladder, might form the first of an ascend- 
ing scale, and arrest the idle and vicious in their certain course 
to prison." 
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visitors in a few instances, which we may hope will 
gradually become more numerous. 

This plan may do much, but nothing but an all-pervading 
influence of a higher kind can fully meet the evils we 
have been considering. A pamphlet entitled " The Duty 
of Workhouse Visitation, and how to do it,"* dwells chiefly 
on the point of lady visitors for the purpose of spiritual 
instruction and consolation to the inmates ; and even this 
would be a great gain, but It is not all that we would aim 
at accompHshing in our task of reform. Such gross 
neglect and abuse of power as are described in the report 
of the St. Pancras Workhouse, drawn up by Dr. Bence 
Jones, call more loudly for redress than any such plan 
alone could offer. A perusal of this paper, or even a glance 
at it, will convince our readers that we have magnified 
none of the evils we have stated. It is indeed a disgrace 
to the history of a Christian country, in the nineteenth 
century, to leave statements like these displayed to the 
eyes of the world. Dr. Bence Jones concludes* with these 
words : ** Such a state of things ought not to be tolerated 
by the Government.'* The first step to be taken in the 
correction of evils of such magnitude must be the ap- 
pointment of guardians who will see and correct abuses ; 
indeed, this seems to be as absolutely necessary to any 
improvement in the system as the selection of a better 
class of superintendents. If the more respectable in- 
habitants of a parish would interest themselves in the 
election of guardians, and, moreover, would become 
guardians themselves, the power would no longer be left 
in the hands of the very incompetent persons who, 



♦ Nisbet. 
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generally speaking, at present exercise it. And we may 
ask why should not gentlemen be found who would devote 
time to the management of workhouses as well as of 
hospitals and other charitable institutions ? * 

We have endeavoured to point out some of the remedies 
which appear to be within our reach ; and in directing 
the attention of women to the field of work which lies 
before them, we would remind them that the benefit of 

* Everywhere we hear of gentlemen resigning their posts as 
guardians, because of the opposition of the majority, whose 
ignorance and vulgarity cannot be tolerated by them. It is the 
same in the country as in towns ; the ill-educated and narrow- 
minded have the upper hand, and generally succeed in their 
endeavours to get rid of their opponents. The following is the 
description of the state of things existing in the union of a 
distant country town: **I can hardly conceive anything more 
hopeless than the management of our union. There is not one 
gentleman in all this country side who takes any part as 
guardian in the administration of affairs ; some did at first, 
years ago, but they were defeated by the determined and 
systematic tactics of the farmers, who wished to get the manage- 
ment entirely into their own hands, and the consequence was, 
most imfortunately, that all the gentlemen retired in disgust. 
From that day to this, the farmers have had it all their own 
way. The chairman is a small farmer in this parish, and our 
guardian is a most unfit person, of bad character, but neverthe- 
less is much thought of both by the other guardians and the 
Poor Law Board, because he is a capital hand at 'keeping 
down the rates.* We all know what this means when applied 
to the poor, the aged, and the infirm. It is jiistly asked, * What 
co-operation could be expected in any system of lady visitors 
from such persons as these ? ' " 
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their entering it will not be for the poor only. The life 
spent for others will, be at least as happy and as healthful 
as that of the solitary " old maid," who dwells upon her 
own petty sorrows and ailments (and perhaps creates 
them) because she has no other object for her thoughts 
and no call for her affections. Here is work waiting for 
her to do. Let her come forward and claim it. Let it 
not be said that there are no " sisters of charity " here, 
as in other lands, but let us prove that we also have 
hands and hearts willing to serve in the same cause. 
And there is ample variety offered for all tastes and 
capacities. There are young and old, sick and healthy, 
pious and vicious, all needing the skilful and judicious 
care of the well-trained and educated mind. It is a sad 
instance of the ignorant prejudice which is ever opposed 
to the introduction of change and improvement, that even 
where help of this kind is offered, it is still obstinately 
rejected, for men have not yet learnt to see that it is for 
their own interests to accept it. Every imaginable reason 
is alleged against admitting ladies to share in this work. 
Religious differences are brought forward in some cases 
as an insuperable objection ; and universally, it may be 
said, the feeling of the guardians is against it, and in 
favour of closing the workhouse doors to all but official 
inspection and management. Whether Government will 
give its aid and sanction in this matter, or leave the 
contest with public opinion, to be fought, step by step, 
during a gradual process of years, remains to be seen. 
We have even heard of the wife of a bishop being refused 
admission as a visitor into a neighbouring union ; and in 
cases where it is permitted to a few ladies to enter, it is 
done as it were by stealth, and to be ignored by vhe 

O 
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guardians is all that is hoped for or expected.* If masters 
are in the least disposed to dislike the " interference,'' as 
it is called, they have full power to make a complaint to 
the guardians, who invariably listen to their story, and 
the visitors are probably dismissed, f Even gentlemen 
have been treated in this manner, without the opportunity 
of making a defence. We fear, therefore, that the hope 
expressed a year ago on this point is still far from being 
realized.]: The following extract gives the result of one 

* Ratepayers have no more privileges of admission than any 
other visitors, and must keep to the visiting days. 

t We would repeat here that there will be far less reason to 
dread interference and confusion from the visits of ladies, if they 
are authorized by the guardians and chaplain, than if they are 
made, as at present, in a desultory way, without any supervision 
or co-operation from those in authority. Occasionally, when 
the visits of ladies have been hinted at, masters have replied 
that if such were permitted they should resign their posts 1 What 
can more clearly prove that there are some things which women 
would discover to be wrong ? We do not think it is flattering 
to the women with whom these men associate that they express 
so much dread of the " interference " of the other sex. 

X ** There is no lack of institutions, the doors of which will 
be thrown wide open to our English ladies as soon as they 
knock at them ; we are not yet prepared to say that the work- 
house is one of them. There may be some prejudice and ex- 
clusiveness to contend against at the outset Doubtless, there 
are vested interests in misrule, any interference with which will 
be proclaimed unpardonable heresy ; but they cannot last long. 
The good sense and feeling of the many must prevail over the 
selfishness and intolerance of the few. We are becoming every 
day more and more alive to the fact that what is called * efficient 
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instance in which a lady missionary was permitted to 
visit the apparently hopeless inmates of a workhouse, and 
it shows what a loving and disinterested heart may do, 
though Boards of Guardians still desire to ignore the 
testimony, and deem themselves, or at least one chaplain, 
all-sufficient for the work : — 

" In the course of the past year eighty-four visits have 
been paid to the workhouse, where the Scriptures and 
religious books have been read to more than a thousand 
persons, and where the kind reception she meets with 
shows how highly valued her visits are. There she is 
enabled not only to visit the sick and aged, but to 
penetrate into the depths of their sin and misery, and to 
carry light and hope into the midst of darkness and 
despair. Softened and brought to their senses by long 
seclusion, and longing to lead a better life when they 
leave it, they are ready to listen, as little children, to the 
Word of Life, and look for the visits of their teacher, as 
one of them said, * as if she was our mother.' " 

We may conclude with the hope that many will be 
induced to "go and do likewise," and with an earnest 
desire that guardians may in time learn to see that it is 
their interest as well as their duty to encourage the visits 
of those who are able to undertake and carry out a work 
which, with the best intentions, they would be unable 
themselves to perform. We trust that a better day has 
begun to dawn upon the dreary night of workhouse 

control * is, for the most part, very inefficient in respect of the 
practical development of the workhouse system, as every humane 
person would desire to see it developed." — "Employment of 
Women." North British Review, February, 1857. 
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management, and that our non-criminal poor may ere 
long receive a share of that benevolent zeal and interest, 
which is now so largely bestowed upon the criminal 
portion of our population. 



APPENDIX VIL 

m 

A SCHEME FOR BEFRIENDING ORPHAN 
PAUPER GIRLS. 

I VENTURE to propose that as many of us as are able 
should form ourselves into associations for the purpose of 
befriending, as far as may be, and taking the oversight 
of, those orphan pauper girls under the age of sixteen, 
whose constituted protectors are the elected guardians of 
the poor. I would suggest that the proposed associations 
should each of them be organized within the limits of a 
county, and consist of branch societies, which we might 
previously originate in the different Poor Law Unions. 
To effect this, some lady in each union, interested in the 
well-being of orphan pauper girls, might take upon herself 
the management of forming one such branch society, and 
proceed, within the union, to obtain particulars relating to 
those girls who belong to that district. The master of 
the workhouse and the relieving officers could give her 
the required information. Such a self-constituted manager 
or secretary, having made a list of the orphans, might 
take opportunities of engaging the sympathies of chari- 
tably disposed persons in their behalf, and induce them 
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to enroll their names as members of her particular branch 
of the projected association. When in each of several 
unions in a county there had been established a branch 
society, consisting of a secretary and enrolled members, 
the secretaries might request some lady of high standing 
in the county to consent to be their president. A vice- 
president might next be appointed from among the secre- 
taries of the county, who should transact the general 
business of the association. 

In the county of Wilts, in which I live, there are 
eighteen unions ; so that if my scheme should be adopted, 
there would be eighteen ladies taking the superintendence 
and conducting charities for the benefit of the orphan 
pauper girls in the county.* By orphans, I mean those 
children who have lost both parents ; and it must be re- 
membered that these, while unable to work, have no legal 
claim for their maintenance upon any relatives but their 
grandfathers or grandmothers who may be alive and able 
to maintain them. In cases of illegitimacy, the law has 
made no provision for the maintenance of orphans by 
relatives. 

All orphan children in the receipt of poor law relief are 
admitted to be, as far as the guardians are concerned, 
without friends or relatives able wholly to provide for 
them. A considerable number of these destitute children 
find their home in the workhouse, and many guardians 

* From statistical accounts which have been obtained from 
sixteen out of the eighteen Poor Law Unions in Wiltshire, it 
appears that there are altogether 196 orphan pauper girls under 
the age of sixteen at present in those unions ; 83 of the children 
are in the workhouses, and 113 receive outdoor reUef. 
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would tell us that there they are well cared for. But we 
must not be led away by this assurance. It is not that 
the little girls in the workhouses are not fed and clothed 
properly, or that they have not a proper amount of school- 
teaching, about which I am not now raising a question ; 
but I would wish it to be understood that under the work- 
house system of bringing them up their minds are con- 
tracted and their affections stifled to such a degree that 
they are unfitted for being placed out in those situations 
of life where they would be likely to make a favourable 
impression, and gain the good will . of respectable em- 
ployers. 

To remedy this evil, I would propose that we should 
use our influence with guardians, and make every possible 
effort to get all such children placed with trustworthy 
cottagers, under whose care they may have the same 
advantages as other children, and the opportunity of gain- 
ing a proper knowledge of life before being thrown on 
their own resources. 

Many of the orphans, it must be remembered, have 
seldom a single holiday out of the workhouse. Theirs is 
a dull life from year to year, without a ray of hope to 
brighten up their prospects. They have nothing in the 
world to cling to. The workhouse schoolmistress cannot 
do a mother's part to the many little girls of all ages, 
from three to fourteen, placed under her charge. The 
thing is impossible. She can teach them all to read 
and work ; she can keep them clean and make them 
orderly in their conduct ; but to sympathize with them, to 
respond to the wistful look of those who feel their desola- 
tion, to soothe them in their sorrow — holding out a hope 
of happier days in store — this she cannot do* She can be 
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gentle with them, as a shepherd with a flock of lambs ; 
but they are to her as a mass of human life, and one rule 
must answer for all. 

Few situations in life can be more desolate than that of 
a young orphan- pauper girl. While she is in the work- 
house, surrounded by school companions — if she was 
placed there when very young — she does not comprehend 
her isolated position in the world ; but when she is sent 
out to work for her bread, then her friendliness is realized. 
Who is there to pity her when she feels overpowered with 
the languor which often oppresses the young? Who to 
bear with her weaknesses, and to cheer her on by love ? 
Is she not — 

** Without a hope on earth to find 
A mirror in an answering mind ? '* 

We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that a race of girls 
is springing up around us (girls who have been educated 
in the workhouse), who are without shame, and whose 
influence upon girls younger than themselves is most 
corrupting. Is it not our plain duty to do somewhat to 
stem this torrent of sin which is flowing forth from many 
of the five or six hundred workhouses in our land ? Let 
us, at least, turn our attention to the orphan paupers, and 
endeavour, in regard to them, to check the evil at its 
source. As soon as possible after a little orphan girl has 
been acknowledged destitute, I would propose that we 
should step in and assist in the training up of one so left 
alone in the world, without father or mother to guide her, 
or pray for her, and watch over her for good. 

Many charitable persons in various parts of the country, 
since it has been proved by sad experience that girls 
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brought up in a workhouse turn out so badly, are en- 
deavouring to establish institutions called " Homes," for 
the better education of orphan pauper children ; and 
others are warnily advocating the general adoption of 
schools under poor law management, but separate from 
the workhouse. Apparently there are many difficulties in 
the way of both these remedial measures ; and even if 
they could be brought about, the scholars in such institu- 
tions could not learn the home duties so necessary in a 
girl's education, and which can only be properly acquired 
by living in a well-ordered domestic circle. An industrial 
school may be a great boon as regards the education of 
paupers who have parents or relatives to return to from 
time to time ; but the orphan pauper, the little destitute 
child, whose relatives are too poor or too careless to look 
after her, would fail in getting a sufficient knowledge of 
life in a place where the inmates live by rule, and duties 
and relaxations are periodical — each hour of the day 
having its stated occupation. Think of a well-trained 
child in a decently kept cottage ; how soon she learns to 
take pride in helping to do the various work of the house ! 
She is taught, betimes, to fold and iron plain clothes, and, 
as soon as she is able, assists in washing them ; she 
learns to light a fire, to carry a pail of water, or to draw it 
from the well ; she gains experience in cooking plain food 
for a small family meal, and to set it neatly on the table. 
She helps to put a polish on those things about the house 
which give it the stamp of being cared for. She delights/ 
in every new display of crockery, and learns to handle 
carefully things likely to break. She is taught economy 
in the use of firing, if brought up in a neighbourhood 
where fuel is scarce ; as well as to guard against ail kinds 
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of waste, and to make the most of things in regard to 
provision and clothing. She acquires habits of attention 
and responsibility by being entrusted to go shopping, and 
thus, too, she learns the value of the necessaries of life, 
which is an important point in the education of a girL 
She gets her book-learning at a neighbouring school, but, 
having daily intercourse with grown-up persons, she 
naturally acquires a store of useful knowledge which she 
never could have gained from books in a school-class. I 
could enumerate many other points in which a cottage 
child has an advantage over one brought up entirely in 
a school-establishment, but I think it unnecessary, as it 
has been admitted by many competent authorities that 
no substitute can be found which would equal home 
training. 

Since, then, the instruction given to a child in a well- 
ordered domestic circle is allowed to be far superior to 
that which she could obtain in an educational establish- 
ment, I think it will be admitted that we should do right 
in making an effort to place young orphan pauper girls 
under the care of respectable cottagers, where they could 
be duly taught all that is needful. And beside the instruc- 
tion which an orphan child thus well trained would 
receive, may we not suppose that she would naturally, in 
her early years, find friends and well-wishers to encourage 
her forward in the path of duty ? A real friend is no 
mean acquisition in life. Let us, then, give little helpless 
orphans a chance of winning such, as soon as may be, 
after they have been classed among the destitute. But, it 
may be asked, could not Boards of Guardians do this ? 
Could they not require relieving officers to find proper 
cottage homes, in all cases, for young orphan pauper 
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girls ? It appears to me that there are obstacles to their 
making any such rules, or they would certainly do so, since 
the allowance usually given to a child for outdoor relief is 
much less than the cost of a child's maintenance in the 
workhouse. No doubt, guardians frequently hear reports 
of the mismanagement and neglect of some of the orphan 
children who are receiving outdoor relief, and have 
decided that thus they are not so well cared for as they 
would be under the workhouse authorities. But should 
we not be able, in a great measure, to remedy this 
grievance by taking upon ourselves the oversight of such 
children, and giving them a little timely help when they 
stand in need of it, instead of leaving them, as at present, 
to the sole supervision of relieving officers ? 

Many of the orphan children now receiving outdoor 
relief, no doubt, are under the charge of poor relatives, 
who have been prompted by love and affection for one or 
other of the deceased parents to undertake to bring up 
their helpless little ones ; but we cannot suppose that the 
allowance which is given, usually averaging, I believe, 
about two shillings a week, is really sufficient for a child's 
clothing and maintenance. " I should like my children 
to go to the workhouse when I am gone," said a poor 
young widow to me when she was lying on her death-bed, 
" and you will look in upon them there sometimes, I am 
sure, ma'am." Of course I promised her that I would do 
so. Her relatives were all very poor ; and, no doubt, the 
dying woman had imagined, while lying awake hour after 
hour, during days and nights of pain, how much • her 
children might suffer if her poor relatives were burdened 
with them, having no other help but the parish allowance. 
In such a case of destitution, how would the heart of the 
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dying parent have been cheered if she could have been 
told of the formation of societies of benevolent ladies for 
specially taking oversight of destitute orphans, and placing 
them where they might be well fed and clothed and 
trained up virtuously in a better home than the work- 
house ! To find proper cottage homes for orphan paupers 
would be one of the duties of the members of the pro- 
posed associations, as well as to contribute and collect 
alms for their benefit. If a registry were kept of the 
young orphan girls needing assistance, we might hope that 
many a handmaid of the Lord would feel herself called 
upon to share in the good work of at least watching over 
them. And how beneficial it would be to the orphans to 
know that their conduct was being marked by those who 
had the power of helping them ! and how pleasant it 
would be to them, especially in times of sickness, to feel 
that there were friends at hand to see that they were not 
neglected ! And to descend to minor particulars, how 
many a heart-pang would be spared to orphan children if 
kind considerate ladies would take upon them to see that 
their little feet were not pinched by wearing shoes which 
they had grown out of! Mothers who have had the 
superintending care of children know how often they have 
had to listen to the well-understood complaint, " My 
shoe pinches ; " and they know, too, that to make a child 
walk about in shoes much too large for her would give her 
great uneasiness. But orphan children, it is to be feared, 
often cry out in vain — their relatives not having the power 
to help them, and yet not willing to subject them to the 
dreaded atmosphere of the workhouse, which is their only 
alternative when times are hard, and the children, as they 
would say, " growing out of everything." In befriending 
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orphans this, then, might be one point to which we should 
give particular attention : — we could help in providing 
them with shoes ; and I am sure many a well-to-do, 
generous-minded man would be willing to help the ladies 
by contributing from his purse to this desirable object. 
And again, we could see that they had suitable warm 
clothing for winter weather. Children without fathers or 
mothers, drifting along on the tide of life upon the bare 
allowance given as outdoor relief, are not likely to have 
good winter clothing ; but it is a shame in a Christian 
country if such as these should go shivering, and their 
sufferings be disregarded. 

It may be observed that my proposition only goes to 
the extent of helping orphan paupers, that is, assisting 
those who are in the receipt of poor law relief, so that 
they may be brought up by respectable cottagers. This 
would entail no separate establishments and no paid 
officials. Orphans, with the consent of the guardians, 
may be educated at national or other schools at the 
expense of the parish or union to which they belong, and, 
when fit for service, doubtless Boards of Guardians would 
be willing to furnish them with an outfit of clothes, as they 
are now in the habit of doing. Members of the proposed 
associations would never have cause to apprehend that a 
number of destitute children would be left on their hands, 
for the responsibility of the children's maintenance would 
still rest with the constituted authorities. 

I cannot but believe that a great amount of donations 
in money and other things would be offered for the 
benefit of orphan paupers, if such children were under 
the beneficent superintendence of an association of ladies, 
who would hold themselves accountable for the distribu- 
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tion of all charities entrusted to them for that purpose. 
A kind of dep6t might be provided in each union, where 
articles of clothing or any description of property might 
be sent by friends and members of the proposed associa- 
tions. 

No doubt there are many cases of valued servants 
dying and leaving children for whom they have been 
unable to make any provision by way of maintenance. 
In such cases, perhaps, masters or mistresses may be 
desirous of helping the orphans, but unable or unwilling 
to take upon themselves the responsibility of wholly pro- 
viding for them ; and besides, they may be prevented by 
circumstances from seeing that the children receive care- 
ful treatment from those in whose hands they might be 
placed. But if associations existed for taking the over- 
sight of all such children, and properly applying charities 
offered in their behalf (Boards of Guardians doing their 
part by giving the children outdoor relief), many benefac- 
tions would doubtless be forthcoming which are now with- 
held in consequence of there being no safe channel for 
their distribution. 

Mr. George MiiUer, the orphan's friend, at Ashley 
Down, Bristol, has shown us what may be accomplished 
in the good cause of befriending destitute orphans, even 
by one person. In his " Report '* for last year he says : — 
" It was on March 5, 1834, when this institution had its 
very small beginning ; but that which was so very small 
and insignificant is now, through prayer and trust in the 
living God, so grown, that not only dining the year of 
which this report speaks was the sum of ^£24,700 idr. \d, 
expended for the various objects thereof, but it is be- 
coming still larger and larger ; and during the year from 
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May 26, 1 86 1, to May 26, 1862, is expected to be very 
considerably extended by the opening of a third orphan 
house for 450 more orphans, as well as in various other 
ways." 

All praise is due to Mr. Miiller for his Christian bene- 
volence and unwearied zeal. Let us take a. lesson from 
him, and each of us, in our separate 'sphere, determine to 
do our part to promote the welfare of those most helpless 
of Christ's Httle ones — orphan pauper girls. Speaking of 
himself, Mr. Miiller says : — " The longer I live, the more 
I am enabled to reaHze that I have but one life to live on 
earth, and that this one life is a brief life for sowing, in 
comparison with eternity for reaping. The consideration 
of these truths, while it has a practical influence upon my 
life in general, so it leads me in particular to labour for 
orphans — poor destitute orphans, who have no helper and 
friend, and whose helper and friend, under God, I seek to 
be yet further and further, unworthy though I am to be 
thus highly honoured." 

It appears from the " Report" that Mr. Miiller receives 
gifts of all sorts for the use of the orphans, and those not 
directly useful he sells for their benefit. And what should 
hinder us from following his example in this respect? 
Only let us, like him, put our heart into the work, and be 
ready thankfully to acknowledge even the smallest bene- 
faction, and in faith and hope and humble charity, under- 
take the task of befriending orphans, looking upward for 
a blessing, and then we too may anticipate success. 

It has been stated that there are 12,000 orphans in our 
workhouses. Now, if half the number should be girls, 
there would be 6000 children needing our assistance to 
place them where they could be rightly instructed in the 
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duties of life ; and we may suppose that the number of 
orphans receiving outdoor relief, who need friendly assist- 
ance, would be even more than 6000. Surely, then, there 
is occasion for us to stir up each other to combine for the 
service of so many fellow-creatures, who are so greatly to 
be pitied. 

Should the foregoing suggestions and remarks win for 
any of our young orphan pauper girls that which they so 
much need — the general superintendence and friendly aid 
of a body of Christian women willing to exert themselves 
in their behalf, and to be channels for the distribution of 
alms specially given for their benefit, I shall be thankful 
that my appeal has not been made in vain. 

HANNAH ARCHER. 
JCingsdovine House, 

Stratton St. Margaret, Wilts, 
December, 186 1. 



Appendix to the Scheme. 

Some such rules as the following might be adopted in 
organizing an association : — 

1. All persons enrolling themselves as members to pay 
to the secretary of the union in which they reside at least 
one shilling annually. 

2. Members to forward information to the secretary of 
the union respecting the welfare of any orphan pauper 
g^rl for whom inquiries may be made by the secretaries, 
and to render an account of all monies which they have 
received for the benefit of such orphans, or of clothing or 
any other article sent to them for disposal or distribution. 

3. There shall be a secretary to each union in the 
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county, who, upon her retirement, may nominate another 
in her stead. 

4. There shall be a yearly general meeting of the 
members of the association held in some town in the 
county. 

5. There shall be a president elected at the first general 
meeting, or at any subsequent one, should there be occa- 
sion ; and at the same time a vice-president, who shall be 
one of the secretaries, and will have to transact the general 
business of the association. 

6. The secretaries shall have power to associate with 
themselves for the purpose of settling all questions as to 
the distribution of funds, etc., collected for the benefit of 
the orphans, and may frame rules for carrying out the 
work of helping the orphans ; but no rule shall be adopted 
unless under the sanction of the president. 

7. The accounts shall be audited by two of the secre- 
taries at the yearly general meeting, 

8. An annual report, embracing the audited accounts of 
the finances, and a summary of the assistance rendered to 
orphans during the past year, shall be drawn up by the 
vice-president. 

9. The property of the association shall be vested in 
three trustees, to be appointed by the first general meeting 
of the association. 

10. All future trustees shall be appointed by the next 
general meeting after any vacancy may have taken 
place. 

1 1. Any secretary intending to retire from office must 
give notice of her intention to the vice-president of the 
association. 
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NURSING IN WORKHOUSE INFIRMARIES 
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Rev. Canon Erskine Clare, Vicar 
and Rural Dean of Battersea^ 
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Constance, Marchioness of Lo- 
thian. 
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Lady Henry Scott. 
Hon. Mrs. J. G. Talbot. 



Hon. Sec, 
Miss Louisa Twining, 20, Queen Square, W.C. 



In proposing to form a plan for promoting trained 
nursing in workhouse infirmaries and asylums, we wish 
it to be distinctly understood that we are endeavouring to 
assist a movement which has already begun, and has 



Digitized by VjOOglC 



APPENDIX VIIL 



made considerable progress in the right direction, at least 
as far as the sick asylums and separated infirmaries are 
concerned. 

These institutions, which during the last ten years have 
been set apart for the sick poor, are treated and considered 
as hospitals, and the Central Board has the power of en- 
forcing the rule that paupers, or unpaid women, should 
not be employed, at least in the capacity of nursing the 
inmates. 

So far, we thankfully acknowledge the great step in 
advance that has been taken ; and it is hardly surprising 
that more has not been done, when we consider it is only 
recently that the reform of nursing in hospitals has claimed 
the attention which it deserves. 

It may be well, however, to state — i. Those points 
which we consider still require improvement, and then — 
2. How we propose to act in our endeavours to amend 
them. 

I. No one will deny that there is a considerable diffi- 
culty in procuring a sufficient supply of good nurses for 
all institutions, and also that workhouses, until quite 
recently, offered less attraction and interest to trained 
women than hospitals. The rule for their employment 
at present is, that a year of service in some institution 
established for the care of the sick, is required before their 
admission into poor law asylums and infirmaries. But 
this may mean merely a training in some workhouse 
where the sick are not separated, and there is no skilled 
or trained person to teach them. This, probably, all will 
admit, is a mode of training which is capable of improve- 
ment. 

Many of these institutions, now separated from the 
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workhouses, so-called, are managed on a plan which leaves 
little to be desired, with efficient superintendents, and 
enlightened managers ; and with these two elements of 
improvement, we may be content to leave them in their 
hands. 

There are at present three sick asylums (which only 
differ from the infirmaries by consisting of several unions 
which send their sick poor to one building), the whole 
number, including sick asylums and separated infirmaries, 
being twenty. Four metropolitan unions are still without a 
separate place for the sick, who are in the workhouse with 
the rest of the inmates, and in great measure nursed by 
pauper women. Then there are also several unions where 
the provision made for the sick does not suffice for the 
whole number of bedridden and incurable persons, a 
portion of whom are consequently still in the wards of 
the workhouses. Is there not room, therefore, for im- 
provement here amongst this large number of suffering, 
aged, or bedridden patients, as well as in the infirmaries 
for the sick ? 

So much has been written and said during the last 
twenty years concerning pauper nurses, that it cannot be 
necessary to repeat it ; we would only say that all which 
has ever been expressed about them is now true with ten- 
fold force ; for the able-bodied population of workhouses 
consists mainly of those who enter through infirmity or 
loss of character, and in neither case ought such to be 
employed in offices of trust, either in the care of adults 
or children, where their influence must be injurious. 

So far we have been speaking of the metropolitan 
district only, but we do not intend to confine our observa- 
tions to this region alone. We can tell of many countiy 
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and town workhouses which require still more urgently 
improvements and assistance ; and that we may not be 
thought to exaggerate the evils which yet remain, we will 
state the case of a workhouse in a distant and populous 
town. The infirmary consists of 20 wards, and contains 
about 150 sick and infirm inmates. There is one matron 
over the whole workhouse, which holds about 400 inmates. 
Under her are two paid nurses, both previously untrained ; 
under these are pauper women, of more or less bad 
character, and many of whom cannot read or write. The 
men are nursed by pauper men, and there is no paid 
supervision at night Yet all the incurables from the 
excellent town or county hospital are sent there to end 
their days, or linger out years of suffering, contrasting the 
present with the past ; for there are no asylums or homes 
for incurables within reach. When the Workhouse Visit- 
ing Society issued its "Plea for Destitute Incurables" 
in 1 86 1, it was stated that there were 80,000 such persons 
in the workhouses of England and Wales. It is well 
known that the worst cases cannot get the help they so 
urgently require, unless they bribe the pauper women. 
We are sometimes told that such things are now of the 
past, and no longer exist ; but this statement applies to 
the present time, and it is true in many other instances 
also. Can we say, then, that there is no room for help 
and improvement, or for the suggestion of some other 
means of providing fit and proper nurses for the sick in 
our great public institutions all over the country .? 

This brings us to the second point, viz. as to the help 
which we would offer or suggest. 

2. As to the means already existing for training women 
as nurses. The two institutions which have chiefly done 
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this work are the Nightingale Fund at St. Thomas's Hos- 
pital, and St. John's House at King's College Hospital, 
but other hospitals now admit women for training.* Both 
those institutions have supplied nurses for workhouse in- 
firmaries, and are willing to do so again. 

The first improvement that took place in workhouse 
nursing was at Liverpool, when, in 1865, Agnes Jones 
(who was trained at the Nightingale Fund School, St. 
Thomas's Hospital) was engaged by the Vestry of Liver- 
pool to introduce trained nursing into the infirmary 
attached to their immense workhouse. Commencing 
with a staff of twelve trained nurses (also from the same 
school), and with the charge of a section only of the 
wards, she had succeeded by the year 1868, when she 
died, in establishing trained nursing throughout the in- 
firmary, containing upwards of 1200 patients, and in 
initiating a training school. 

The organization thus begun — a most noble work — has 
since been continued by the vestry upon the same basis 
of trained nurses under a trained superintendent. 

The Council of the Nightingale Fund had also the 
gratification (for such we think it must have been to all 
who are interested in the cause) of supplying the entire 
staff for the new infirmary at Highgate, occupied by 
several of the London unions in 1870, and it was hoped 
that a permanent nursing school would have been estab- 
lished there for the supply of workhouse infirmary nurses. 
This admirable arrangement was carried out with entire 

* The sick at Hampstead Workhouse Infirmary are nursed 
by the British Nursing Association, Cambridge Place, Padding- 
ton, which trains at the Royal Free Hospital, Gray's Inn Road. 
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success till the lamented death of the matron, Miss Hill ; 
and then, as we think unfortunately, a change was made and 
the plan interrupted. Since then no entire staff has been 
supplied by the Nightingale Fund, and it is obvious that 
there can be little satisfaction in sending one or two 
nurses as individuals here and there, where there is no 
sufficient or satisfactory control over them. That would 
be to throw away good material in a vain and useless 
endeavour. 

We feel, therefore, that to find and supply the superin- 
tendent must be our first aim and object, and with her 
at least 2. few good assistants, who might then train others 
to work with them. 

And in proposing this, we do not feel that it is such a 
hopeless task as some would have us think, partly because, 
without in the least lowering our standard or our claim 
for good women, we do not think the same amount of 
skilled training is needed for all the nurses as in a general 
hospital, though it is certainly required for the heads, 
much less assistance being given than by the numerous 
medical officers in hospitals. Such cases as enter there 
every day are not likely to go to workhouse infirmaries. 
And then, again, we feel that, as regards age, we might 
be able to modify the rules on this point also : many a 
respectable and hard-working woman, past the age for 
hospital acceptance, might find a place and sphere, after 
a certain probation and under due supervision (for on 
this point everything depends), in tending the aged 
infirm and chronic incurables in our workhouse infirmary 
wards. 

And far from being an unattractive sphere of work to 
women who desire to do good and help their fellow- 
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creatures, we have reason to believe that many would see 
in it a field of vast and interesting usefulness, with wide 
limits of influence over those who would come, and pro- 
bably remain long, under their care. 

Lastly, we have no desire to multiply associations or 
charitable claims unnecessarily, and we would seek to 
carry out our objects in as simple a manner as possible. 

The three ends we have in view may briefly be said 
to be — 

1. To find women both for superintendents and nurses. 

2. To train them for their work by a probation both in 

hospitals and infirmaries. 

3. To obtain admission for them, when so trained, into 

existing asylums and infirmaries, and for this end 
we earnestly desire the help and co-operation of 
all managers and Boards of Guardians. 



This paper was read at a meeting held at the house of 
Constance, Marchioness of Lothian, 10, Hyde Park Place, 
on July 25th, 1879, when the following resolutions were 
passed : — 

1. That the present state of nursing in the majority of 

workhouse infirmaries and sick asylums is capable 
of improvement. 

2. That it is desirable to promote the employment of 

paid and efficiently trained nurses in all workhouse 
infirmaries and sick asylums. 

3. That the appointment of a hospital-trained lady- 

superintendent to be at the head of each staff of 
trained nurses is essential to the efficiency of the 
system. 
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4. That an association be formed to carry out these 

objects, to be called an " Association for Promoting 

Trained Nursing in Workhouse Infirmaries and 

Sick Asylums, in co-operation with the Local 

Government Board and Poor Law Guardians." 

We may add that the sanction and co-operation of the 

Local Government Board has already been obtained for 

this plan. 

Names of those present at the Meeting : 



Constance, Marchioness or 

Lothian. 
Lady Henry Scott. 
Miss L. Twining. 
Rev. Canon Spence. 
Mrs. Malcolm. 
Miss Wilson. 
Hon. Mrs. Hardcastle. 
Hon. Mrs. V. Johnson. 
Mr. Samuel Benton. 
Dowager Lady Stanley of 

Alderley. 
Miss Stanley. 
DucHi<ss OF Leeds. 
Countess Waldbgravb. 



Lady Camilla Fortescue. 

Miss Perry. 

Dr. Radcliffe. 

Mrs. p. W, Bunting. 

Mrs. Sherlock Willis. 

Mrs. Pemberton. 

Lady Colebrookb. 

Rev. Dacre Craven. 

Lady F. Cavendish. 

Hon. Mrs. Talbot. 

Lady Jane Taylor. 

Rev. W. T. Thornhill Webber. 

Dr. Sieveking. 

Marchioness of Salisbury. 

Countess Brownlow. 



Digitized by VjOOglC 



APPENDIX IX. 217 



APPENDIX IX. 

I CANNOT refrain from adding one more fact concerning 
a London workhouse which I visited, and where the 
master, his wife, and daughter were for years the only 
paid officers besides the porter and taskmaster. I used 
to hear strange, but true, stories about them. Some years 
after their dismissal, the daughter was readmitted, as a 
pauper and a confirmed drunkard, in the very house 
where she used to employ the women to embroider her 
fine petticoats, and set an example of vanity ! 
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CRIMLEY, Rev, H, N., M,A. — Tremadoc Sermons, chiefly on 
the Spiritual Body, the Unseen ^World, and the 
Divine Humanity- Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 6j. 

GRUNER, ilf.Z. — Studies of Blast Furnace Phenomena. 
Translated by L. D. B. Gordon, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. Demy 8vo, 

GURNEY, Rev. Archer,— 'VJovds of Faith and Cheer. A Mission 
of Instruction and Su^estion. Crown 8yo, dr. 

IfAECKEL, Prof. Ernst,— The History of Creation. Translation 
revised by Professor E. Ray Lankestbr, M.A., F.R.S. With 
Coloured Plates and Genealogical Trees of the various groups 
of both Plants and Animals. 2 vols. Second Edition. Post 
8vo, 32J. 

The History of the Evolution of Man. With numerous 
Illustrations. 2 vols. Post 8vo, 32/. 

Freedom in Science and Teaching. With a Prefatory Note 
by T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

IIalf-Crown Series :— 

Sister Dora : a Biography. By Margaret Lonsdale. 

True ^Words for Brave Men : a Book for Soldiers and Sailors. 

By the late Charles Kingsley. 
An Inland Voyage. By R. L. Stevenson. 
Travels -with a Donkey. By R. L. Stevenson. 
A Nook in the Apennines. By Leader Scott. 
Notes of Travel : being Extracts from the Journals of Count Von 

MOLTKE. 

Letters from Russia. By Count Von Moltke. 
Knglish Sonnets. Collected and Arranged by J. Dennis. 
Lyrics of X^ove. From Shakespeare to Tennyson. 

Selected and Arranged by W. D. Adams. 
X^ndon Lyrics- By F. Locker. 
Home Songs for Quiet Hours. By the Rev. Canon R. II. 

Baynes. 

IIALLECICS International Law ; or, Rules Regulating the Inter- 
course of States in Peace and War. A New Edition, revised, 
with Notes and Cases by Sir Shbrston Baker, Bart 2 vols. 
Demy 8vo, 381. 

HARTINGTON, The Right Hon. the Marquis of, Jl/./».— Klection 
Speeches in 1879 and 1880. With Address to the Electors 
of North-East Lancashire. Crown 8vo, 3^. €«/. 
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HAWEIS, Rev, H, R., J/.^.— Current Coin. Materialism— The 
Devil — Crime — Drunkenness — ^Pauperism — ^Emotion — Recreation 
—The Sabbath. Fourth and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, ^s, 

Arroivs In the Air. Fourth and Cheaper Edition. Crown 
8vo, $5, 

Speech In Season. Fifth and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 5j. 

Thoughts for the Times. Twelfth and Cheaper Edition. 
Crown 8vo, $s, 

Unsectarlan Family Prayers. New and Cheaper Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo, IS. 6d, 

HAWKINS, Edwards Comerford.—Spirit and Form. Sermons 
preached in the Parish Church of Leatherhead. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

HAYES, A, H, yunr.—New Colorado, and the Santa Fe Trail. 
With Map and 60 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 9^. 

HELLWALD, Baron F. r^«.— The Russians In Central Asia. 
A Critical Examination, down to the Present Time, of the 
Geography and History of Central Asia. Translated by Lieut. - 
Col. Theodore Wirgman, LL.B. With Map. Large post 
8vo, 12S, 

HENRY, /%i7/>.— Diaries and Letters of. Edited by Matthew 
Henry Lee, M.A. Large crown 8vo, cloth, 7^. 6d, 

HIDE, Albert. — The Age to Come. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 2x. 6//. 

HIME, Major H. W. L., ^.^.— Wagnerism ; A Protest. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 2s, 6d. 

HINTON, y.— The Place of the Physician. To which is added 
Kssays on the Law of Human Life, and on the 
Relations between Organic and Inorganic 'Worlds. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 3J. dd. 

Philosophy and Religion. Selections from the MSS. of the 
late James Hinton. Edited by Caroline Haddon. Crown 
8vo, 5J. 

Physiology for Practical Use. By Various Writers. With 
50 Illustrations. Third and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 5J. 

An Atlas of Diseases of the Membrana Tympanl. With 
Descriptive Text. Post 8vo, j^io ioj. 

The Questions of Aural Surgery. With Illustrations. 2 vols. 
Post 8vo, I2J. 6d. 

Chapters on the Art of Thinking, and other Essays. 
With an Introduction by Shadworth Hodgson. Edited by 
C. H. Hinton. Crown 8vo, 8j. dd. 

The Mystery of Pain. New Edition. Fcap. 8vo, \s. 

Life and Letters. Edited by Ellice Hopkins, with an Intro- 
duction by Sir W. W. Gull, Bait., and Portrait engraved on 
Steel by C. H. Jeens. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo3^. 6</.. 
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HOOPER^ Mary.—lAXiX^ Dinners : How to Serve them iwith 
Klegance and Economy. Seventeenth Edition. Crown 
8vo, 2J. 6(L 

Cookery for Invalids, Persons of Delicate Digestion, 
and Children. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 2/. 6d. 

Every-Day Meals. Being Economical and Wholesome Recipes 
for Brealdisist, Luncheon, and Supper. Fifth Edition, Crown 
8vo, 2s, 6d, 

ITOPKINSy Ellice,^tM^ and Letters of James Hinton, with an 
Introduction by Sir W. W. Gull, Bart., and Portrait engraved 
on Steel by C. H. Jeens. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo, 8j. 6</. 

^Work amongst "Working Men. Fourth edition. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 3J. 6flr. 

HORNER, The Misses,^'\N[alWs in Florence. A New and thoroughly 
Revised Edition. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. Limp cloth. With Illus- 
trations. 
Vol. I.— Churches, Streets, and Palaces. lOf. 6d, 
Vol. II. — Public Galleries and Museums. 5J. 

IIOSPITALIER, jE.— The Modern Applications of Electricity. 
Translated and Enlarged by Julius Maier, Ph.D. With 170 
Illustrations. Demy 8vo, idr. 

Household Readings on Prophecy. By a Layman. Small 
crown 8vo, y, 6d, 

HUGHES, Henrv,-'The Redemption of the World. Crown 8vo, 

3s. 6d. 
HULL, Edmund C. P.— The European in India. With a Medical 

Guide for Anglo-Indians. By R. S. Mair, M.D., F.R.C.S.E. 

Third Edition, Revised and Corrected. Post 8vo, 6j. 

HUNTINGFORD, Rev. E,, Z>.C.Z.— The Apocalypse. With a 
Commentary and Introductory Essay. Demy 8vo, 9^. 

HUTTONy Arthur, M.A.-^rixe Anglican Ministry : Its Nature 
and Value in relation to the Catholic Priesthood. With a Preface 
by His Eminence Cardinal Newman. Demy 8vo, 14^. 

HUTTON, Rev, C. -F.— Unconscious Testimony ; or, the Silent 
Witness of the Hebrew to the Truth of the Historical Scriptures. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s, 6d, 

JENKINS, E,, and RAYMOND, 7-— The Architect's Legal 
Handbook. Third Edition, Revised. Crown 8vo, 6y. 

JENKINS, Rev, R, C, M.A,—Tlie Privilege of Peter, and the 
Claims of the Roman Church confronted with the Scriptures, 
the Councils, and the Testimony of the Popes themselves. Fcap. 
8vo, 3J. 6d, 

JERVIS, Rev. W. Henley.— ^\i^ Galilean Church and the 
Revolution. A Sequel to the History of the Church of 
France, from the Concordat of Bologna to the Revolution, 
Demy 8vo, 18/. 
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yOELt L.—K Consul's Manual and Shlpo-wner's and Ship- 
master's Practical Guide in their Transactions 
Abroad. With Definitions of Nautical, Mercantile, and Legal 
Terms; a Glossary of Mercantile Terms in English, French, 
German, Italian, and Spanish ; Tables of the Money, Weights, 
and Measures of the Principal Commercial Nations and their 
Equivalents in British Standards ; and Forms of Consular and 
Notarial Acts. Demy 8vo, I2J. 

JOHNSTONE, a R, i)/.^.— Historical Abstracts: being Outlines 
of the History of some of the less known States of Europe. 
Crown 8vo, 7j. (>d, 

JOLLY, William, RR,S,E,, ^/r.— The Life of John Duncan, 
Scotch 'Weaver and Botanist. With Sketches of his 
Friends and Notices of his Times. Large crown 8vo, with 
etched portrait, cloth, Qj. 

JONCOURT, Madame Marie aRf.— 'Wholesome Cookery. Crown 
Svo, 3J. 6flr. 

JONES, C, ^.— The Foreign Freaks of Five Friends. With 30 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 6s, 

JONES, Zi/o'.—Puddings and Sweets : being Three Hundred and 
Sixty-five Receipts approved by experience. Crown Svo, 2J. 6</. 

JOYCE, P. W,, LL.D., if/r.— Old Celtic Romances. Translated 
from the Gaelic. Crown Svo, yj. dd, 

JOYNES, J. Z.— The Adventures of a Tourist in Ireland. 
Second edition. Small crown Svo, cloth, 2s, 6d. 

KAUFMANN, Rev, M, ^. ^.—Socialism : its Nature, its Dangers, 
and its Remedies considered. Crown Svo, 7^. 6d. 

Utopias ; or, Schemes of Social Improvement, from Sir Thomas 
More to Karl Marx. Crown Svo, 5^. 

ATAY, Joseph.— Free Trade in Land. Edited by his Widow. With 
Preface by the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P. Sixth Edition. 
Crown Svo, 5^. 

KEMPIS, Thomas <i— Of the Imitation of Christ. Parchment 
Librarv Edition, dr. ; or vellum, *js, 6d, The Red Line Edition, 
fcap. Svo, red edges, 2s. 6d, The Cabinet Edition, small Svo, 
cloth limp, IS, ; cloth boards, red edges, is. 6d, The Miniature 
Edition, red edges, 32mo, is, 

♦^* All the above Editions may be had in various extra bindings. 

KENT, C— Corona Catholica ad Petri successoris Pedes 

Oblata. De Sutnmi Pontificis Leonis XHI. As- 
. sumptione Kpigramma. In Quinquaginta Linguis. Fcap. 

4to, 15J. 
KERNER, Dr, ^.—Flowers and their Unbidden Guests. 

Translation edited by W. Ogle, M. A, M.D. With Illustrations.. 

Square Svo, % 
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KETTLEWELL, Rev, ^.—Thomas a Kempis and the Brothers 
of Common Life. 2 vols. With Frontispieces. Demy 8vo, 
30J. 

KIDD, Joseph, i«/:Z>.— The Laws of Therapeutics ; or, the Science 
and Art of Medicine. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

KINAHAN, G, Henry, M.R./.A,—The Geology of Ireland, with 
numerous Illustrations and a Geological Map of Ireland. Square 
8vo, 15J, 

KINGSFORD, Anna, JJf.Z?.— The Perfect ^STay in Diet. A 
Treatise advocating a Return to the Natural and Ancient Food of 
our Race. Small crown 8vo, 2J. 

KINGSLEY, Charles, AT.^.— I-etters and Memories of his Ulfe. 

Edited by his Wife. With two Steel Ei^ved Portraits, and 
Vignettes on Wood. Eleventh Cabinet Edition. 2 vok. Crown 
8vo, I2s. 

All Saints' Day, and other Sermons. Edited by the Rev. W. 
Harrison. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, *js, 6d. 

True IVords for Brave Men. A Book for Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Libraries. Eighth Edition. Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d, 

KNIGHT, Professor ^.—Studies in Philosophy and XJterature. 
Lai^e Post 8vo, 71. (xi, 

KNOX, Alexander ^.— The New Playground ; or. Wanderings in 
Algeria. New and cheaper edition. Large crown 8vo, dr. 

LA URIE, S, 5*.— The Training of Teachers, and other Educational 
Papers. Crown 8vo, yj. td, 

LEEf Rev, F, G,, D,C,L,—The Other ^World ; or. Glimpses of the 
Supernatural. 2 vols. A New Edition. Crown 8vo, 151. 

LEWIS, Edward DUlon,^K Draft Code of Criminal Law and 
Procedure. Demy 8vo, 21J. 

LINDSA V, W, Lauder, jlf. J9.— Mind in the Lower Animals in 
Health and Disease. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 3Zf. 
Vol. I.— Mind in Health. Vol. IL—Mmd m Disease. 

LLOYD, tVaUer.'-'Trxe Hope of the ^World : An Essay on Universal 
Redemption. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

LONSDALE, Margarel,Si3teT Dora : a Bic^aphy. With Portrait. 
Twenty-fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d, 

LORIMER, Peter, /?./>.— John Knox and the Church of Kng- 
land. His Work in her Pulpit, and his Influence upon her 
Liturgy, Articles, and Parties. Demy 8vo, I2J. 

John ^Wiclif and his English Precursors. By Gerhard 
Victor Lechler. Translated from the German, widi additional 
Notes. New and Cheaper Edition. Demy 8vo, ioj. dd. 
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LOWDER, Charles,— P^ Biography. By the Author of *' St. Teresa." 
New and Cheaper Edition, Crown 8vo. With Portrait. 3J. d</. 

MACHIAVELLT, Niccoli, The Prince. Translated from the Italian 
by N. H. T. Small crown 8vo, printed on hand-made paper, 
bevelled boards, df. 

MACKENZIEy Alexander,— J-iovi India is Governed. Being an 
Account of England's work in India. Small crown 8vo, 2s, 

MACNAUGHTy Rev, >A«.— Goena Domini : An Essay on the Lord's 
Supper, its Primitive Institution, Apostolic Uses, and Subsequent 
History. Demy Svo, I4r. 

MAGNUSy Mrs,— Ahout the Jiews since Bible Times. From the 
Babylonian Exile till the English Exodus. Small crown Svo, 6s, 

MAJR, R, S,, M,D,, F,R,C,S,E,'-rhe Medical Guide for Anglo- 
Indians. Being a Compendium of Advice to Europeans in 
India', relating to the Preservation and Regulation of Health. 
"With a Supplement on the Management of Children in India. 
Second Edition. Crown Svo, limp cloth, 3^. 6(f, 

MANNING, His Eminence Cardinal,— Th!^ True Story of the 

Vatican Council. Crown Svo, 5J. 
Many Voices. Crown Svo, cloth extra, red edges, 6f. 

MARKHAM, Capt, Albert Hastings, R,N,— The Great Frozen Sea : 
A Personal Narrative of the Voyage of the Alert during the Arctic 
Expedition of 1S75-6. With o Full-page Illustrations, 2 Maps, 
and 27 Woodcuts. Fifth and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, ox. 
A Polar Reconnaissance : being the Voyage of the Isbj'dm 
to Novaya Zemlya in 1S79. With 10 Illustrations. Demy Svo, i6x. 

Marriage and Maternity ; or, Scripture Wives and Mothers. Small 
crown Svo, 4/. dd, 

MARTINEAUy Gertrude,— Outline Lessons on Morals. Small 
crown Svo, 31-. 6d, 

McGRATHy 72rrwr<r.— Pictures from Ireland. New and Cheaper 
Edition. Crown Svo, 2s, 

MEREDITH, ^.^.—Theo tokos, the Kxample for Woman. 
Dedicated, by permission, to Lady Agnes Wood. Revised by 
the Venerable Archdeacon De^ison. 32mo, limp cloth, is, 6d, 

MILLER, Edward,— The History and Doctrines of Irvingism ; 

or, the so-called Catholic and Apostolic Church. 2 vols. Large 
post Svo, 25J. 

The Church in Relation to the State. Large crown Svo, 
7s. 6d, 

MILNE, yames.—Tahles of Kxchange for the Conversion of Sterling 
Money into Indian and Ceylon Currency, at Rates from is. Sd. to 
2s. 3</. per Rupee. Second Edition. Demy Svo, £2 is, 

M INCH IN, y, (7. —Bulgaria since the 'War : Notes of a Tour in 
the Autuum of 1S79. Small crown Svo, 3^. 6d. 
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MIVARTt ^. O^^.— Nature and Thought : An Introduction to a 
Natural Philosophy. Demy 8vo, cloth, los, 6d, 

MOCKLER, E.—K Grammar of the Baloochee X4anguage, as 
it is Spoken in Makian (Ancient Gedrosia), in the Persia- Arabic 
and Roman characters. Fcap. 8vo, 5^. 

MOLESWORTH, Rev, W, Nassau, M.A.-^matory of the Church 
of England from 1660. Large crown 8vo, Js, 6d, 

MORELL, y, ^.—Euclid Simplified In Method and Language. 
Being a Manual of Geometry. Compiled from the most important . 
French Works, approved by the University of Paris and the 
Minister of Public Instruction. Fcap. 8vo, 2s, 6d. 

MORSE, E, S., /%.J9. —First Book of Zoology. With numerous 
Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d. 

MURPHY, "jfohn Nicholas. -^TYiQ Chair of Peter ; or) the Papacy 
considered in its Institution, Development, and Organization, and 
in the Benefits which for over Eighteen Centuries it has conferred 
on Mankind. Demy 8vo, cloth, i&r. 

MUNRO, Major-Gen, Sir Thomas, Bart,, K,C,B,, Governor of Madras, 
—Selections from his Minutes and other Official 
Writings. Edited, with an Introductory Memoir, by Sir Alex- 
ander Arbuthnot, K.C.S.I., CLE. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 301. 

NELSON, J, H„ M,A,—A Prospectus of the Scientific Study 
of the Hindii X^arw. Demy 8vo, gs, 

NEWMAN, J, H,, Z).J9.— Characteristics from the Writings 
of. Being Selections from his various Works. Arranged veith 
the Author*s personal Approval Sixth Edition. With Portrait. 
Crown 8vo, or. 
♦<p* A Portrait of Cardinal Newman, mounted for framing, can be 
had, zs, dd, 

"New 'Werther. By Loki. Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

NICHOLSON, Edward Byron,^T\x^ Gospel according to the 
Hebre'WS. Its Fragments Translated and Annotated wiUi a 
Critical Analysis of the External and Internal Evidence relating 
to it Demy 8vo, 9^. 6^. 

A New Commentary on the Gospel according to 
Mattheiv. Demy8vo, \2s. 

The Rights of an Animal. Crown 8vo, 3^. td, 

NICOLS, Arthur, F,G,S,, /^.^. a 5.— Chapters from the Physical 
History of the Earth : an Introduction to Geology and 
Palaeontology. With numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5j. 

NOPS, Marianne, — Class Lessons on Kuclid. Part L containing 
the First two Books of the Elements. Crown 8vo, cloth, 25, 6d, 

If otee on St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. For Readers of 
the Authorised Version or the Original Greek. Demy 8vo, 2s, 6d. 
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Nuces ; Exercises on the Syntax of the Public School Iatin 
Primer. New Edition in Three Parts. Crown 8vo, each ix, 
♦^* The Three Parts can also be had bound together, 3J. 

OATES, Frank, K/^.CS.—Mata.hele Land and the Victoria 
Falls. A Naturalist's Wanderings in the Interior of South 
Africa. Edited by C. G. Gates, B.A. With numerous lUustia- 
tions and 4 Maps. Demy 8vo, 21s, 

OGLE, W,, M.D.t i^.-^.CP.— Aristotle on the Parts of Animals. 
Translated, with Introduction and Notes. Royal 8vo, I2J. (xi, 

O'MEARA, Kathleen, — Frederic Ozanam, Professor of the Sorbonne : 
His Life and Work. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 7^. td, 

Henri Perreyve and his Counsels to the Sick. Small 
crown 8vo, 5j. 

OSBORNE, Rev, W, ^.— The Revised Version of the New Tes- 
tament. A Critical Commentary, with Notes upon the Text. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 5j. 

OTTLEY, H, Bicker5teth,-^i:\iA Great Dilemma. Christ His Own 
Witness or His Own Accuser. Six Lectures. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 3^. dd. 

Our Public Schools — Eton, Harro-w, "Winchester, Rugby, 
^Westminster, Marlborough, The Charterhouse. 
Crown 8vo, 6j. 

OWEN, F. iJ/.— John Keats s a Study. Crown 8vo, 6j. 

OWENi Rev. Robert, -ff.Z?.— Sanctorale Gatholicum ; or. Book of 
Saints. With Notes, Critical, Exegetical, and Historical. Demy 
8vo, i&r. 
An Essay on the Communion of Saints. Including an 
Examination of the Cultus Sanctorum, zr. 

OXENHAM, Rev, F, Nutcombe,^'\fJ\iaX is the Truth as to Ever- 
lasting Punishment. Part II. Being an Historical Inquiry 
into the Witness and Weight of certain Anti-Origenist Councils. 
Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d, 
\* Parts I. and II. complete in one volume, 7j. 

OXON/ENSES,—B.omsLnism, Protestantism, Anglicanism. 
Being a Layman's View of some questions of the Day. Together 
with Remarks on Dr. Littledale's. ** Plain Reasons against join- 
ing the Church of Rome." Crown 8vo, cloth, 31. 6d, 

PALMER, the late William.— "^oXea of a Visit to Russia in 
1840-1841. Selected and arranged by John H. Cardinal 
Newman, with portrait. Crown 8vo, cloth, %s, dd. 

Parchment Library. Choicely Printed on hand-made paper, limp 
parchment antique, ds, \ vellum, *]$, 6d. each volume. 

French Lyrics. Selected and Annotated by George Saints- 
bury. With a minature frontispiece designed and etched by 
H. G. Glindoni. 
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Parchment lAhvaTY.'-€ontint4id. 

The Fables of Mr. John Gay. With Memoir by Austin 
DoBSON, and an etched portrait from an unfinished Oil Sketch 
by Sir Godfrey Kneller. 

Select Letters of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by Richard Garnett. 

The Christian Year. Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and 
Holy Days throughout the Year. With Miniature Portrait of the 
Rev. J. Keble, after a Drawing by G. Richmond, R.A. 

Shakspere's 'Works. Now publishing in Twelve Monthly 

Volumes. 
Eighteenth Century Essays. Selected and Edited by Austin 

DoBSON. With a Miniature Frontispiece by R. Caldecott. 

Q. Horati Flacci Opera. Edited by F. A. Cornish, Assistant 
Master at Eton. With a Frontispiece after a design by L. Alma 
Tadema, etched by Leopold Lowenstam. 

Edgar Allan Poe's Poems. With an Essay on his Poetry by 
Andrew Lang, and a Frontispiece by Linley Samboume. 

Shakspere's Sonnets. Edited by Edward Dowden. With a 
Frontispiece etched by Leopold Lowenstam, after the Death Mask. 

English Odes. Selected by Edmund W. Gosse. With Frontis- 
piece on India paper by Hamo Thorny croft, A. R.A. 

Of the Imitation of Christ. By Thomas k Kempis. A 
revised Translation. With Frontispiece on India paper, from a 
Design by W. B. Richmond. 

Tennyson's The Princess: a Medley. With a Miniature 
Frontispiece by H. M. Paget, and a Tailpiece in Outline by 
Gordon Browne. 

Poems: Selected from Percy Bysshe Shelley. Dedicated to 
Lady Shelley. With a Preface by Richard Garnett and a 
Miniature Frontispiece. 

Tennyson's "In Memoriam." With a Miniature Portrait 
in eau'forte by Le Rat, after a Photograph by the late Mrs. 
Cameron. 

PARKER^Joseph^D.D, — The Paraclete: An Essay on the Personality 
and Ministry of the Holy Ghost, with some reference to current 
discussions. Second Edition. Demy 8vo, izr. 

PARR, Capt, H, Hallam, CM.C^K Sketch of the Kafir and 
Zulu W^ars : Guadana to Isandhlwana. With Maps. Small 
crown 8vo, 5^. 

PARSLOE, Joseph.— 0\yT Railways. Sketches, Historical and 
Descriptive. With Practical Information as to Fares and Rates, 
etc., and a Chapter on Railway Reform, Crown 8vo, 6f. 
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PATTISON, Mrs. Mark,— The Renaissance of Art in France. 
With Nineteen Steel Engravings. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 32J. 

PEARSON, Rev, ^y.—^Week-day Living. A Book for Young Men 
ana Women. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 5J. 

PENRICEy Maj, J,, B.A,—A Dictionary and Glossary of tlie 
Ko-ran. "With Copious Grammatical References and Explana- 
tions of the Text. 4to, 21s, 

PESCHELy Dr, Oscar.—TYie Races of Man and their Geo- 
graphical Distribution. Large crown 8vo, 9^. 

PETERS, F, ^.— The Nicomachean Ethics of Aristotle. Trans- 
lated by. Crown 8vo, ds. 

PIDGEONy D,—Pi.ry Engineer's Holiday ; or, Notes of a Round 
Trip from Long. 0° to 0°. New and cheaper edition. Large 
crown 8vo, *]s, 6d, 

PLAYFAIR, LietU,-Col,—TTZM€i& in the Footsteps of Bruce in 
Algeria and Tunis. Illustrated by facsimiles of Bruce*s 
original Drawings, Photographs, Maps, etc. Royal 4to cloth, 
bevelled boards, gilt leaves, ^3 3^. 

POLLOCK, Frederick,— ^^inozdL^ his Life and Philosophy. 
Demy 8vo, idr. 

POLLOCK, W. -^.—Lectures on French Poets. Delivered at the 
Royal Institution. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

POORf Laura E, — Sanskrit and its Kindred Literatures. 

Studies in Comparative Mythology. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

PRICE, Prof, Eonamy.—CuTTencY and Banking. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Chapters on Practical Political Economy. Being the Sub- 
stance of Lectures delivered before the University of Oxford. 
New and Cheaper Edition. Large post 8vo, 5^. 

Proteus and Anaadeus. A Correspondence. Edited by Aubrey 
De Vere. Crown 8vo, $s. 

Pulpit Commentary, The. (Old Testament Series.) Edited by the 
Rev. J. S. ExELL and the Rev. Canon H. D. M. Spence. 

Genesis. By the Rev. T. Whitelaw, M.A. ; with Homilies by 
the Very Rev. J. F. Montgomery, D.D., Rev. Prof. R. A. 
Rt^DFORD, M.A., LL.B., Rev. F. Hastings, Rev. W. 
Roberts, M.A. An Introduction to the Study of the Old 
Testament by the Rev. Canon Farrar, D.D., F.R.S. ; and 
Introductions to the Pentateuch by the Right Rev. H. Cot- 
TERILL, D.D., and Rev. T. Whitelaw, M.A. Seventh Edition. 
I vol., 1 5 J. 

£xodus. By the Rev. Canon Rawlinson. With Homilies by 
Rev. J. Orr, Rev. D. Young, Rev. C. A. Goodhart, Rev. /. 
Urquhart, and the Rev. H. T. Robjohns. Third Edition. 
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Pulpit Commentary, Tlie,—-c<mttnued, 

Leviticus. By the Rev. Prebendary Meyrick, M.A. With 
Introductions by the Rev. R. Collins, Rev. Professor A. Cave, 
and Homilies by Rev. Prof. Redford, LL.B., Rev. J. A. 
Macdonald, Rev. W. Clarkson, Rev. S. R. Aldridge, 
LL.B., and Rev. McCheyne Edgar. Third Edition. 15J. 

Numbers. By the Rev. R. Winterbotham, LL.B. ; with 
Homilies by the Rev. Professor W. Binnie, D.D., Rev. E. S. 
PROUT, M.A., Rev. D. Young, Rev. J. Waite, and an Intro- 
duction by the Rev. Thomas Whitelaw, M.A. Fourth 
Edition. 15^. 

Deuteronomy. By the Rev. W. L. Alexander, D.D. With 
Homilies by Rev. C. Clemance, D.D., Rev. J. Orr, B.D., Rev. 
R. M. Edgar, M.A., Rev. D, Davies, M.A. Second edition. 

Joshua. By Rev. J. J. Lias, M.A. ; with Homilies by Rev. 

S. R. Aldridge, LL.B., Rev. R. Glover, Rev. E. De 

Pressens^, D.D., Rev. J. Waite, B.A., Rev. F. W. Adeney, 

M.A. ; and an Introduction by the Rev. A. Plummer, M.A., D.D. 

Fourth Edition. I2J. (>d. 
Judges and Ruth. By the Right Rev. Lord A. C. Hervby, 

D.D., and Rev. J. Morrison, D.D. ; with Homilies by Rev. 

A. F. MuiR, M.A., Rev. W. F. Adeney, M.A., Rev. W. M. 

Statham, and Rev, Professor J. Thomson, M.A. Fourth 

Edition, los, 6d, 
1 Samuel. By the Very Rev. R. P. Smith, D.D. ; with Homilies 

by Rev. Donald Eraser, D.D., Rev. Prof. Chapman, and 

Rev. B. Dale. Fifth Edition. 15J. 
I Kings. By the Rev. Joseph Hammond, LL.B. With Homilies 

by the Rev. E. De Pressens^, D.D., Rev. J. Waite, B.A., 

Rev. A. Rowland, LL.B., Rev. J. A. Macdonald, and Rev. 

J. Urquhart. Third Edition. 15J. 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Ksther. By Rev. Can<m G. Rawlinson, 

M.A. ; with Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, M. A., Rev. 

Prof. R. A. Redford, LL.B., M.A., Rev. W. S. Lewis, M.A., 

Rev. J. A. Macdonald, Rev. A. Mackennal, B.A., Rev. W. 

Clarkson, B.A., Rev. F. Hastings, Rev. W. Dinwiddie, 

LL.B., Rev. Prof. Rowlands, B.A., Rev. G. Wood, B.A., 

Rev. Prof. P. C. Barker, LL.B., M.A., and the Rev. J. S. 

ExELL. Fifth Edition, i vol., 12s, dd. 

Pulpit Commentary, The. (New Testament Series.) 

St» Mark- By Very Dean Bickersteth, D.D. ; with Homilies 
by Rev. Prof. Thomson, M.A„ Rev. Prof. Given, M.A., Rev. 
Prof. Johnson, M.A., Rev. A. Rowland, B.A., LL.B., Rev. 
A. MuiR, and Rev. R. Green. 2 vols. Second Edition. 2.\s. 

Punjaub, The, and North-'Westem Frontier of India. By 
an Old Punjaubee. Crown 8vo, 5j. 

Habbi Jeshua. An Eastern Story. Crown 8vo, y^, j 
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RADCLIFFE, Frank R. K— The New Politicus. Small crown 8to, 

RAVENSHAWy John Henrys ^.C.^.— Gaur: Its Ruins and In- 
scriptions. Edited by his Widow. With 44 Photographic 
Illustrations, and 25 fecsimiles of Inscriptions. Royal 4to, 
Iz 13J. 6dr. 

READi Carveth, — On the Theory of Logic \ An Essay. Crown 
8vo, 6j. 

Realities of the Future Life. Small crown 8vo, is, dd, 

RENDELL, J. JJf.— Concise Handbook of the Island of 
Madeira. With Plan of Funchal and Map of the Island. Fcap. 
8vo, ij. 6</. 

REYNOLbS, Rev, J, ^.— The Supernatural In Nature. A 
Verification by Free Use of Science. Second Edition, revised 
and enlarged. Demy 8vo, 14J. 

The Mystery of Miracles. New and Enlarged Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 6j. 

RIBOT, Prof, 7:4.— English Psychology. Second Edition. A 
Revised and Corrected Translation from the latest French Edition. 
Large post 8vo, 9^. 

Heredity : A Psychological Study on its Phenomena, its Laws, its 
Causes, and its Consequences. Large crown 8vo, 9^. 

ROBERTSON, The late Rev, F, fV,, M.A,-^X.ife and Letters of. 
Edited by the Rev. Stopford Brooke, M.A. 
I. Two vols., uniform with the Sermons. With Steel Portrait. 
Crown 8vo, 7^. 6d, 
II. Library Edition, in Demy 8vo, with Portrait. 12s, 
III. A Popular Edition, in i vol. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

Sermons. Four Series. Small crown 8vo, 3^. 6d, each. 

The Human Race, and other Sermons. Preached at Chelten- 
ham, Oxford, and Brighton. Large post 8vo, 7^. 6d, 

Notes on Genesis. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 

3J. 6d, 
Expository Lectures on St. Paul's Epistles to the 

Corinthians. A New Edition. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

Lectures and Addresses, with other Literary Remains. A New 
Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

An Analysis of Mr. Tennyson's "In Memoriam." 
(Dedicated by Permission to the Poet-Laureate.) Fcap. 8vo, 2s. 

The Education of the Human Race. Translated from the 
German of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. Fcap. 8vo, 2s, 6d, 
The above Works can also be had, bound in half morocco. 
♦^* A Portrait of the late Rev. F, W. Robertson, mounted for framing, 
can be had, zr. 6d, 
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RODWELL, (7. /-., F,jR,A,S., /IC.^.— Etna : A History of the 
Mountain and its Kruptions. With Maps and Illustra- 
tions. Square Svo, 91. 

ROLLESTONy T, W, H,y -ff.^.— The Encheiridion of Epictetus. 
Translated from the Greek, with a Preface and Notes. Small 
crown 8vo, 3J. td, 

Rosmini's Origin of Ideas. Translated from the Fifth Italian 
Edition of the Nuovo Saggio SulV origitu delU idee, 3 vols. 
Demy 8vo, cloth. Vol. I. now ready, price idf. 

Rosmini's Philosophical System. Translated, with a Sketch ol 
the Author's Life, Bibliography, Introduction, and Notes by 
Thomas Davidson. Demy 8v6, i6x. 

KULEf Martin, M,A, — The Life and Times of St. Anselm, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the 
Britains. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, cloth, 21s, 

SALTS, Rev. Alfred, ZZ./?. —Godparents at Confirmation. 
With a Preface by the Bishop of Manchester. Small crown 
8vo, limp cloth, 2j. 

SAL VA TOR, Archduke Ludivig.'^Jjeiv^osiB.i the Capital of Cyprus. 
Crown 4to, los. 6d, 

SAMUEL, Sydney ^.—Jewish Life in the East. Small crown 
8vo, 3^. od, 

SAYCE, Rev, Archibald Henry, — Introduction to the Science of 
Language. 2 vols. Large post 8vo, 25^. 

Scientific Layman. The New Truth and the Old Faith : are they 
Incompatible ? Demy 8vo, lOs, 6d, 

SCOONES, W. BaptisU,'-'Vo\xT Centuries of English Letters : 
A Selection of 350 Letters by 150 Writers, from the Period of the 
Paston Letters to the Present Time. Second Edition. Large 
crown 8vo, 91. 

SCOTT, Robert zr.—^STeather Charts and Storm Warnings. 
Second Edition. Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 3J. (>d, 

SHAKSPEARE, C>5ar/«.— Saint Paul at Athens. Spiritual 
Christianity in relation to some aspects of Modem Thought. Five 
Sermons preached at St. Stephen's Church, Westboume Park. 
With a Preface by the Rev. Canon Farrar. Crown 8vo, ^s, 

SHELLE Y, Lady, — Shelley Memorials from Authentic Sources. 
' With (now first printed) an Essay on Christianity by Percy Bysshe 
Shelley. With Portrait. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

SHILLITO, Rev, Joseph, — ^Womanhood : its Duties, Temptations, 
and Privileges. A Book for Young Women. Third Edition. 
Crown 8vo, y, 6d. 

SNIPLEY, Rev, Orby, i)/.^.— Church Tracts: or, Studies in 
Modern Problems. By various Writers. 3 vols. Crown 
8vo, 5j. each. 
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SHIPLEY, Rev, Orby, M, A, —continued. 

Principles of the Faith in Relation to Sin. Topics for 
Thought in .Times of Retreat. Eleven Addresses delivered during 
a Retreat of Three Days to Persons living in the World. Demy 
8vo, 1 2 J. 

SKINNER, the late James. ^ Pi. Synopsis of Moral and Ascetical 
Theology. With a Catalogue of Ancient and Modem Authori- 
ties. Arranged according to Centuries. With a prefatory Note 
by Rev. T. T. Carter. Demy 4to, cloth, loj. da. 

Sister Augustine, Superior of the Sisters of Charity at the St. 
Johannis Hospital at Bonn. Authorised Translation by Hans 
Tharau, from the German "Memorials of Amalib von 
Lasaulx." Second Edition. Large crown 8vo, Ts, 6d, 

SMITH, Edward, M,D., LL.B,, /l^.^S*.— Health and Disease, as 
Influenced by the Daily, Seasonal, and other Cyclical Changes in 
the Human System. A New Edition. Post 8vo, 7^. 6^. 

Tubercular Consumption in its Karly and Remediable 
Stages. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 6j. 

SPEDDING, yjw^j.— Reviews and Discussions, Literary, 
Political, and Historical not relating to Bacon. Demy 
8vo, \25, 6d, 

Evenings with a Reviewer ; or, Bacon and Macaulay. 
With a Prefatory Notice by G. S. Venables, Q.C. 2 vols. 
Demy 8vo, i8j. 

STAPFER, -Pa«/. — Shakspeare and Classical Antiquity: 
Greek and Latin Antiquity as presented in Shakspeare's Plays. 
Translated by Emily J. Carey. Large post 8vo, I2J. 

ST, BERNARD.— Pl Little Book on the Love of God. Translated by 
Marianne Caroline and Coventry Patmore. Extra, gilt 
top, 4J. 6d, 

STEPHENS, Archibald John, ZZ.Z>.— The Folkestone Ritual 
Case. The Substance of the Argument delivered before the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council on behalf of the Re- 
spondents. Demy 8vo, 6s, 

STEVENSON, Rev, W, 7?:— Hymns for the Church and Home. 
Selected and Edited by the Rev. W. Fleming Stevenson. 

The Hymn Book consists of Three Parts : — I. For Public 
Worship. — II. For Family and Private Worship. — III. 
For Children. 
•^* Published in various forms and prices, the latter ranging 
from %d, to df. 
Lists and full particulars will be furnished on application 
to the Publishers. 

STEVENSON, Robert Louis.— TTarsrels with a Donkey in the 
Cevennes. With Frontispiece by Walter Crane. Small crown 
8vo, 2s, 6d, 
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^TEVENSON'i Robert Louis, ^conHmud, 

An Inland Voyage. With Frontispiece by Walter Crane. 
Small Crown 8vo, 2x. 6^. 

Virginibus Puerlsque, and other Papers. Crown 8vo, 6x. 

STRACHEY, Sir John, G,aS.L, and Lieut.-Gm, Richard STRACHEY, 
R,E,, KR.S.—The Finances and Public ^Works of 
India, from 1869 to 1881. Demy 8yo, i8j. 

STRECKER' WISLICENUS.^Or^^nXc Chemistry. Translated and 
Edited, with Extensive Additions, by W. R. Hodgkinson, 
Ph.D., and A. J. Greenaway, F.I.C. Demy 8vo, 2ix. 

SULLY, James, ^.u4.— Sensation and Intuition. Demy 8vo, 
loj. dd. 

Pessimism : a History and a Criticism. Sec(»id Edition. Demy 
8vo, 14J. 

SYME, David.— OuUinea of an Industrial Science. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo, dr. 
Representative Government in Kngland. Its Faults and 
Failures. Second Edition. Large crown 8vo, 6s, 

TA YLOR, Algernon. — Guienne. Notes of an Autumn Tour. Crown 
8vo, 4J. 6d, 

THOM, J ^tf»«7/<7».— Laws of I-ife after the Mind of Christ. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 7^. 6d, 

THOMSON, J Tumbul/,— Social Problems; or. An Inq[uiry 
into the Law^s of Influence. With Diagrams. Demy 8vo, 
los, 6d. 

TIDMAN, Paul /^.— Gold and Silver Money. Part I.— A Plain 
Statement Part II. — Objections Answered. Third Edition. 
Crown 8vo, is* 

TIPPLE, Rev, S, A, — Sunday Mornings at Norwood. Prayers 
and Sermons. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s, 

TODHUNTER, Dr. J—A Study of SheUey. Crown 8vo, fs. 

TREMENHEERE, Hugh Seymour, C,B,--K. Manual of the 
Principles of Government, as set forth by the Authorities 
of Ancient and Modem Times. New and enlarged Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 5^. 

TUKE, Daniel Hack, M.D,, /^.^. C.-P.— Chapters in the History 
of the Insane in the British Isles. With 4 Illustrations. 
Large crown 8vo, \2s, 

TWINING, Z^wwa.—^Workhouse Visiting and Management 
during Twenty-Five Years. Small crown 8vo, y, 6d, 

UPTON, Major R, Z>.— Gleanings from the Desert of Arabia. 
Large post 8vo, \os, 6d, 
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VACUUS^ Viator,— "Fly inQ South. Recollections of France and its 
Ijttoral. Small crown Svo, 3^. 6d, 

VAUGHAN, H, Halford,^^&\st Readings and Renderings of 
Shakespeare's Tragedies. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 25^. 

VILLARIy Professor,— '^iocolh Machiavelli and his Times. 
Translated by Linda Villari. 2 vols. Large post 8vo, 24J. 

VOLCKXSOM, E. W. K— Catechism of Elementary Modern 
Chemistry. Small crown 8vo, 3J. 

VYNER, Lady Maty, — Kvery Day a Portion, Adapted from the 
Bible and the Prayer Book, for the Private Devotion of those 
living in Widowhood. Collected and Edited by Lady Mary 
Vyner, Square crown 8vo, 5^. 

WALDSTEIN, Charles, /%.Z>.— The Balance of Emotion and 
Intellect ; an Introductory Essay to the Study of Philosophy. 
Crown 8vo, 6x. 

WALLER, Rev, C, -5.— The Apocalypse, reviewed under the Light 
of the Doctrine of the Unfolding Ages, and the Restitution of All 
Things. Demy 8vo, 12s, 

WALPOLE, Chas, George,— ^isXory of Ireland from the Earliest 
Times to the Union with Great Britain. With 5 Maps 
and Appendices. Crown 8vo, \os, 6d, 

IVALSHE, Walter HayU, il/.Z>.— Dramatic Singing Physiolo- 
gically Estimated. Crown 8vo, 3^. (yd, 

WATSON, Sir Thomas, Bart,, J/./?.— The Abolition of Zymotic 
Diseases, and of other similar Enemies of Mankind. Small 
crown 8vo, 3J. 6d, 

WEDMORE, Frederick,— TYie Masters of Genre Painting. With 
Sixteen Illustrations. Crown 8vo, Js, 6d, 

WHEWELL, William, Z>.Z>.— His Life and Selections from his 
Correspondence. By Mrs. Stair Douglas. With a Portrait 
from a Painting by Samuel Laurence. Demy 8vo, 21J. 

WBITE, A, D,, LL,D,—'\N[diT!t3XQ of Science. With Prefatory 
Note by Professor Tyndall. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 

WHITE^F, ^.—English Grammar. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 25, 

WHITNEY, Prof, William Z>7w^-4/. — Essentials of English 
Gramnoiar, for the Use of Schools. Crown 8vo, 3^. dd, 

WICKSTEED, P, If,—T^8Lnte : Six Sermons. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

WILLIAMS, Rowland, />./>.— Psalms, Litanies, Counsels, and 
Collects for Devout Persons. Edited by his Widow. New 
and Popular Edition. Crown 8vo, 3J. 6d, 
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WILLIAMS, Rowland D,D,-^oniiKiud, 

Stray Thoughts Collected from the ^Writings of the 
late Rowland Williams, D.D. Edited by his Widow. 
Crown 8vo, 31. 6^. 

WILLIS, ^., ^.Z>.— Servetus and Calvin : a Study of an Important 
Epoch in the Early History of the Reformation. 8vo, idf. 

William Harvey. A History of the Discovery of the Circulation 
of the Blood : with a Portrait of Harvey after Faithome. Demy 
8vo, 14J. 

WILSON, Sir Erasmus.— Kgypt of the Past. With Chromo-litho- 
graph and numerous Illustrations in the text. Second Edition, 
Revised. Crown Svo, 12s, 

WILSON, H, .Si-Aw^2.— The Tower and Scaffold. A Miniature 
Monograph. Large fcap. Svo, \s, 

WOLLSTONECRAFT, Jl/ary;— Letters to Imlay. New Edition, 
with a Prefatory Memoir by C. Kegan Paul. Two Portraits in 
eau'forte by Anna Lea Merritt. Crown Svo, 6j. 

WOLTMANN, Dr, Alfred, and WOERMANN, Dr. Aar/.— History 
of Painting. Edited by Sidney Colvin. Vol. I. Painting in 
Antiquity and the Middle Ages. With numerous Illustrations. 
Medium Svo, 2Sj. ; bevelled lK)ards, gilt leaves, 301. 

WOOD, Major-General J. Cret^hlon, '-T>ouhling the Consonant. 
Small crown Svo, is. 6d. 

Word was Made Flesh. Short Family Readings on the Epistles for 
each Sunday of the Christian Year. Demy Svo, los. 6d, 

WREN, Sir CArisloj>/ier.— His Family and His Times. With 
Original Letters, and a Discourse on Architecture hitherto un- 
published. By Lucy Phillimore. With Portrait. Demy 
Svo, 14s. 

WRIGHT, Rev. David, Af.^.— Waiting for the Light, and other 
Sermons. Crown Svo, dr. 

YORKE, y. /:— Notes on Evolution and Christianity. Crown 
Svo, cloth, 6s. 

YOUMANS, Eliza ^. — An Kssay on the Culture of the 
Observing Powers of Children, especially in connection 
with the Study of Botany. Edited, with Notes and a Supple- 
ment, by Joseph Payne, F.C.P., Author of "Lectures on the 
Science and Art of Education," etc. Crown Svo, 2s. 6^. 

First Book of Botany. Designed to Cultivate the Observing 
Powers of Children. With 300 Engravings. New and Cheaper 
Edition. Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

YOUMANS, Edward L., M.D.—K Class Book of Chemistry, on 
the Basis of the New System. With 200 Illustrations. Crown 
8vo, 5^. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC SERIES. 

I. Forms of Water: a Familiar Exposition of the Origin and 

Phenomena of Glaciers. By J. Tyndall, LL.D., F.R.S. With 
25 Illustrations. Eighth Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

II. Physics and Politics ; or, Thoughts on the Application of the 

Principles of ** Natural Selection " and " Inheritance *' to Political 
Society. By Walter Bagehot. Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo, 4f. 

III. Foods. By Edward Smith, M.D., LL.B., F.R.S. With numerous 

Illustrations. Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

IV. Mind and Body : the Theories of their Relation. By Alexander 

Bain, LL.D. With Four Illustrations. Seventh Edition. Crown 
8vo, 4J. 

V. The Study of Sociology. By Herbert Spencer. Tenth Edition. 

Crown 8vo, Sj. 

VI. On the Conservation of Energy. By Balfour Stewart, M.A., 

LL.D., F.R.S. With 14 Illustrations. Sixth Edition. Crown 
8vo, 5^. 

VII. Animal Locomotion ; or Walking, Swimming, and Flying. By 

J. B. Pettigrew, M.D., F.R.S., etc. With 130 Illustrations. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

VIII. Responsibility in Mental Disease. By Henry Maudsley, 

M.D. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

IX. The New Chemistry. By Professor J. P. Cooke. With 31 

Illustrations. Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo, 5J. 

X. The Science of Law. By Professor Sheldon Amos. - Fifth Edition. 

Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XI. Animal Mechanism : a Treatise on Terrestrial and Aerial Loco- 

motion. By Professor E. J. Marey. With 117 Illustrations. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, ^s, 

XII. The Doctrine of Descent and Darwinism. By Professor 

Oscar Schmidt. With 26 Illustrations. Fifth Edition. Crown 
8vo, 5J. 

XIII. The History of the Conflict between Religion and 

Science. By J. W. Draper, M.D., LL.D. Seventeenth Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XIV. Fungi : their Nature, Influences, Uses, etc. By M. C. Cooke, 

M.D., LL.D. Edited by the Rev. M. J. Berkeley, M.A., F.L.S. 
With numerous Illustrations. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XV. The Chemical Effects of Light and Photography. By 

Dr. Hermann Vogel. Translation thoroughly revised. With 100 
Illustrations. Tlurd Edition. Crown 8vo, 5J. 

XVI. The Life and Growth of Language. By Professor William 

Dwight Whitney. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 
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XVII. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By W. 

Stanley Jevons, M.A., F.R.S. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, $s, 

XVIII. The Nature of Light. With a General Account of Physical 
Optics. By Dr. Eugene Lommel. With 1 88 Illustrations and a 
Table of Spectra in Chromo-lith(^raphy. Third Edition^ Crown 
8vo, 5j. 

XIX. Animal Parasites and Messmates. By Monsieur Van 

Beneden. With 83 Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, $s, 

XX. Fermentation. By Professor SchUtzenberger. With 28 Illus- 

trations. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXI. The Five Senses of Man. By Professor Bernstein. With 

91 Illustrations. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXII. The Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. By Pro- 

fessor Pietro Blasema. With numerous Illustrations. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo, $s, 

XXIII. Studies in Spectrum Analysis. By J. Norman Lockyer, 
F.R.S. With six photographic Illustrations of Spectra, and 
numerous engravings on Wood. Crown 8vo. Second Edition. 

XXIV. A History of the Growth of the Steam Engine. By 

Professor R. H. Thurston. With numerous Illustrations. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s, 6d, 

XXV. Education as a Science. By Alexander Bam, LL.D. Fourth 

Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXVI. The Human Species. By Professor A. de Quatrefages. Third 

Edition. Crown 8vo, $s, 

XXVII. Modern Chromatics. With Applications to Art and In- 
dustry. By Ogden N. Rood. With 130 original Illustrations. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 5j. 

XXVIII. The Crayfish : an Introduction to the Study of Zoology. By 
Professor T. H. Huxley. With 82 Illustrations. Third Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXIX. The Brain as an Organ of Mind. By H. Charlton Bastian, 
M.D. With numerous Illustrations. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo, 5J. 

XXX. The Atomic Theory. By Prof. Wurtz. Translated by G. 

Cleminshaw, F.C.S. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXXI. The Natural Conditions of Existence as they affect 
Animal Life. By Karl Semper. With 2 Maps and 106 
Woodcuts. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXXII. General Physiology of Muscles and Nerves. By Prof. 
J. Rosenthal. Second Edition. With IUuatir\tioi3S. Crown Syo, 
5^. 
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XXXIII. Sight : an Exposition of the Principles of Monoctilar and 
Binocular Vision. By Joseph le Conte^ LL.D. With 132 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXXIV. Illusions : a Psychological Study. By James Sully. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo, 51. 

XXXV. Volcanoes : iwhat they are and ^what they teach. 
By Professor J. W. Judd, F.R.S. With 92 Illustrations on 
Wood. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, $s, 

XXXVI. Suicide : an Essay in Comparative Moral Statistics. By Prof. 
E. Morselli. With Diagrams. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXXVII. The Brain and its Functions. By J. Luys. With 
Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XXXVIII. Myth and Science : an Essay. By Tito Vignoli. Crown 
8vo, 5^. 

XXXIX. The Sun. By Professor Young. With Illustrations. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XL. Ants, Bees, and "Wasps: a Record of Observations on the 
Habits of the Social Hymenoptera. By Sir John Lubbock, Bart., 
M.P. With 5 Chromo-lithographic Illustrations. Fifth Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 5J. 

XLI. Animal Intelligence. By G. J. Romanes, LL.D., F.R.S. 

Second Edition, Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XLII. The Concepts and Theories of Modem Physics. By 
J. B. Stallo. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, $s, 

XLIII. Diseases of the Memory ; An Essay in the Positive Psycho- 
logy. By Pro£ Th. Ribot. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, $s, 

XLIV. Man before Metals. By N. Joly, with 148 Illustrations. 
Second Edition, Crown 8vo, 5^. 

XLV. The Science of Politics. By Prof. Sheldon Amos. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 5j. 
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Army of the North German Confederation s a Brief Description 
of its Organisation, of the Different Branches of the Service and 
their rdle in War, of its Mode of Fighting, etc. Translated from 
the Corrected Edition, by permission of the Author, by Colonel 
Edward Newdigate. Demy 8vo, $s, 

BARRINGTONy CapL J. Tl— Kngland on the Defensive ; or, the 
Problem of Invasion Critically Examined. Large crown 8vo, 
with Map, 7^. (>d. 
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BLUME, Major ^.— The Operations of the German Annies in 
France, from Sedan to the end of the War of 1870-71. With 
Map. From the Journals of the Head-quarters Staff. Translated 
by the late E. M. Tones, Maj. 20th Foot, Prof, of MiL Hist., 
Sandhurst Demy Svo, 9J. 

BOGUSLA WSKI, Capt. A, «/^«.— Tactical Deductions from the 
War of 1870-1. Translated by Colonel Sir Lumley Graham, 
Bart., late i8th (Royal Irish) Regiment. Third Edition, Revised 
and Corrected. Demy 8vo, Js, 

BRACKENBURY, Col C. B,, R,A,, C^.— Military Handbooks 
for Regimental Officers. I. Military Sketching and Recon- 
naissance, by Col. F. J. Hutchison, and Major H. G. Mac- 
Gregor. Fourth Edition. With 15 Plates. Small 8vo, 6j. II. 
The Elements of Modem Tactics Practically applied to English 
Formations, by Lieut-Col. Wilkinson Shaw. Fourth Edition. 
With 25 Plates and Maps. Small crown 8vo, 9j. 

BRTALMONT, Col. ^.— Hasty Intrenchments. Translated by 
Lieut. Charles A. Empson, R.A. With Nine Plates. Demy 
8vo, 6s, 

CLERY, C, Lieut.-CoL—^Minov Tactics. With 26 Maps and Plans. 
Fifth and revised Edition. Demy 8vo, 16^. 

DU VERNOISy Col. von F^r^.— Studies in Leading Troops. 
An authorised and accurate Translation by Lieutenant H. J. T. 
Hildyard, 71st Foot. Parts I. and II. Demy 8vo, 7J. 

GOETZEy Capt. A. von. — Operations of the German Engineers 
during the War of 1870-1. Published by Authority, and 
in accordance with Official Documents. Translated from the 
German by Colonel G. Graham, V.C, C.B., R.E. With 6 large 
Maps. Demy 8vo, 2IJ. 

HARRISON^ Lieut. 'Col. ^.— The Officer's Memorandum Book 
for Peace and War. Third Edition. Oblong 32mo, roan, 
with pencil, 3^. 6</. 

IIELVIG, Capt. ^.— The Operations of '^the Bavarian Army 
Corps. Translated by Captain G. S. Schwabe. With 5 large 
Maps. In 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 24r. 

Tactical Examples : Vol. I. The Battalion, 15J. Vol. II. The 
Regiment and Brigade, loj. 6d. Translated from the German by 
Col. Sir Lumley Graham. With nearly 300 Diagrams. Demy 8vo. 

HOFEBAUER, C^//.— The German Artillery in the Battles 
near Metz. Based on the Official Reports of the German 
Artillery. Translated by Captain E. O. HoUist. With Map and 
Plans. Demy 8vo, 2\s, 

LA YMANN, Capt.— The Frontal Attack of Infantry. Translated 
by Colonel Edward Newdigate. Crown 8vo, 2s. dd. 

Notes on Cavalry Tactics, Organisation, etc. By a Cavalry 
Officer. With Diagrams. Demy Svo, izs. 
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PARR, Capt, H, Hallanty CM, G,— The Dress, Horses, and 
Kquipment of Infantry and Staff Ofilcers. Crown 
8vo, IS, 

SCHAWy CoL H.—The Defence and Attack of Positions and 
J^ocalities. Second Edition, revised and corrected. Crown 
8vo, 3J. 6d, 

SCIfELZ, Maj, von.^TYie Operations of the First Army under 
Gen. von Goeben. Translated by Col. C. II. von Wright. 
Four Maps. Demy 8vo, 9^. 

The Operations of the First Army under Gen. von Stein- 
metz. Translated by Captain E. O. Hollist. Demy 8vo, los, 6d, 

SCHELLENDORF, Major-Gen, B, von,— The Duties of the 
General Staff. Translated from the German by Lieutenant 
Hare. Vol. I. Demy 8vo, los, 6d, 

SCHERFF, Maj, W, z'^w.— Studies in the New Infantry 
Tactics. Parts I. and II. Translated from the German by 
Colonel Lumley Graham. Demy 8vo, *is, 6d, 

SHADWELL, Maj.-Gen,, C.-ff.— Mountain Warfare. Illustrated 
by the Campaign of 1799 in Switzerland. Being a Translation of 
the Swiss Narrative compiled from the Works of the Archduke 
Charles, Jomini, and others. Also of Notes by General H. 
Dufour on the Campaign of the Valtelline in 1635. With Appen- 
dix, Maps, and Introductory Remarks. Demy 8vo, i6x. 

SHERMAN, Gen, W, y.— Memoirs of General W. T. Sherman, 
Commander of the Federal Forces in the American Civil War. 
By Hiinself. 2 vols. With Map. Demy 8vo, 2^, Copyright 
EngUsh Edition, 

STUBBS, Lieut, 'Col, F, ^.— The Regiment of Bengal Artillery. 
The History of its Organisation, Equipment, and War Services. 
Compiled from Publi^ed Works, Official Records, and various 
Private Sources. With numerous Maps and Illustrations. 2 vols. 
Demy 8vo, 32J. 

STUMM, Lieut, ^argw.— Russia's Advance Kastivard. Based on 
Official Reports. Translated by Capt. C. E. H. Vincent. With 
Map. Crown 8vo, df. 

VINCENT, Capt, C, E, /T.— Klementary Military Geography, 
Reconnoitring, and Sketching. Compiled for Non- 
commissioned Officers and Soldiers of all Arms. Square crown 
8vo, ar. td. 

Volunteer, the Militiaman, and the Regular Soldier. By 
a Public Schoolboy. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

JVARTENSLEBEN, Count H, von,— The Operations of the 
South Army in January and February, 1871. Com- 
piled from the Official War Documents of the Head-quarters of 
the Southern Army. Translated by Colonel C. H. von Wright, 
With Maps. Demy 8vo, 6r, 
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WARTENSLEBENy Count H, von.'-continued. 

The Operations of the First Army under Gen. von 
Manteufel. Translated by CoL C. H. von Wright Uniform 
with the above. Demy 8vo, 9j. 

WICKHAM, Capt, E, H.y ^.^.— Influence of Flrearaas upon 
Tactics : Historical and Critical Investigations. By an Officer 
OF Superior Rank (in the .German Army). Translated by 
Captain 'E^ H. Wickham, R.A. Demy 8vo, *js, 6d, 

WOINOVJTS, Capt. /.—Austrian Cavalry Exercise. Translated 
by Captain W. S. Cooke. Crown 8vo, p. 



POETRY. 

ADAMS, JV, Z>.— Lyrics of Love, from Shakspeare to Tennyson. 
Selected and arranged by. Fcap. 8vo, extra, gilt edges, 3J. 6d, 

ADAM OF ST, T/CTP^.— The Liturgical Poetry of Adana of 
St. Victor. From the text of Gautier. With Translations into 
English in the Original Metres, and Short Explanatory Notes, 
by Digby S. Wrangham, M.A. 3 vols. Crown Svo, printed on 
hand-made paper, boards, 21s, 

Antiope : a Tragedy. Large crown 8vo, 6j. 

AUBERTIN, y. 7.— Camoens' Luslads. Portuguese Text, with 
Translation. Map and Portraits. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, 30J. 

Seventy Sonnets of Camoens. Portuguese Text and Transla- 
tion, with some original Poems. Dedicated to Capt. Richard F. 
Burton. Printed on hand-made paper, bevelled boards, gilt top, 

AUCHMUTYy A. C— Poems of English Heroism : From Brunan- 
burh to Lucknow ; from Athelstan to Albert Small crown Svo, 

A VIA, — The Odyssey of Homer. Done into English Verse by. 
. Fcap. 4to, 1$^. 

BANKS, Mrs, G, Z.— Ripples and Breakers : Poems. Square 
§vo, $s. 

BARNES, miltam,— 'Poems of Rural Life, in the Dorset 
Dialect. New Edition, complete in one vol. Crown Svo, 
. Ss, 6d. 

BAYNES, Rev, Canon H, ^.— Home Songs for Quiet Hours. 

Fourth and cheaper Edition. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 2s, iid, 
*^* This may also be had handsomely bound in morocco with 
gilt edges. 

BENNETT^ Dr, W, C— Narrative Poems and Ballads. Fcap. 
Svo, sewed in coloured wrapper, ij. 
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BENNETT y Dr. W, C. —continued. 

Songs for Sailors. Dedicated by Special Request to H.R.H. 
the Duke of Edinburgh. With Steel Portrait and Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, 3j. 6d, 
An Edition in Illustrated Paper Covers, is. 

Songs of a Song "Writer. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

BEVINGTON, L. 5.— Key Notes. Small crown 8vo, 5j. 

BILLSONt C. y.— The Acharnlans of Aristophanes. Crown 
8vo, 3J. 6d. 

BOWEN, H. C, i^f.^.—SinoLple Knglish Poems. English Literature 
for Junior Classes. In Four Parts. Parts I., II., and III., (xi. 
eacn, and Part IV., is. 

BRYANT^ W. C— Poems. Red-line Edition. With 24 Ilhistrations 
and Portrait of the Author. Crown 8vo, extra, *js. 6d. 

A Cheap Edition, with Frontispiece, Small crown 8vo, 
3J. 6(i. 

BYRNNE, E. Fairfax.— Milicent : a Poem. Small crown 8vo, 6s. 

Calderon's Dramas: the Wonder- Working Magician — Life is a 
Dream — the Purgatory of St. Patrick. Translated by Denis 
Florence MacCarthy. Post 8vo, los. 

Chronicles of Christopher Columbus. A Poem in 12 Cantos. 
By M. D. C. Small crown 8vo. 

CLARKE^ Mary Convden. — Honey from the ^Weed. Verses. 
Crown 8vo, *is. 

COLOMBy Colonel — The Cardinal Archbishop : a Spanish Legend. 
In 29 Cancions. Small crown 8vo, 5j'. 

CONWA K, Hugk.—K Life's Idylls. Small crown 8vo, 3^. 6d. 

COFFEE, Francois. — L'Exilee. Done into English Verse, with the 
sanction of the Author, by I. O. L. Crown 8vo, vellum, $s. 

David Rizzio, Bothwell, and the ^Witch Lady. Three 
Tragedies by the author of " Ginevra," etc. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

DAVIEy G.S.J M.D, — The Garden of Fragrance. Being a com- 
plete translation of the jBostan of Sadi from the original Persian 
mto English Verse. Crown 8vo, cloth, Ts. 6d. 

DA VIESj T. ^ar/.-— Catullus. Translated into English Verse. Crown 
8vo, 6s, 

DE VERE, Audrey.— Tlie Foray of Queen Meave, and other 
Legends of Ireland's Heroic Age. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

Alexander the Great : a Dramatic Poem. Small crown 8vo, 5^, 

The Legends of St. Patrick, and other Poems. Small crown 
8vo, 5^, 
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DE VERE, Aubrey,-— continued, 

St. Thomas of Canterbury : a Dramatic Poem. Large fcap. 
8vo, 5j. 

legends of the Saxon Saints. Small crown 8vo, 6s, 

Antar and Zara: an Eastern Romance. Inisfail, and other 
Poems, Meditative and Lyrical. Fcap. 8vo, 6s, 

The Fall of Rora, The Search after Proserpine, and other 
Poems, Meditative and Lyrical. Fcap. 8vo, 6s, 

The Infant Bridal, and other Poems. A New and Enlarged 
Edition. Fcap. 8vo, Js, 6d, 

DILLON, Arthur,— "RiveT Songs and other Poenas. With 13 
autotype Illustrations from designs by Margery May. Fcap. 4to, 
cloth extra, gilt leaves, los, 6d, 

DOB ELL, Mrs, Horace, — Ethelstone, Eveline, and other Poems. 
Crown 8vo, dr. 

DOBSON, -4«j//«.-— Vignettes in Rhyme, and Vers de Soci^t^. 
Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo, 5j. 

Proverbs in Porcelain. By the Author of *^ Vignettes in 
Rhyme." Second Edition. Crown 8vo, dr. 

Dorothy : a Country Story in Elegiac Verse. With Preface. Demy 
8vo, 5x. 

DOWDEN, Edward^ LL,D,—lPoeias. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, $s. 

Shakspere's Sonnets. With Introduction. Large post 8vo, 
7s, 6d, 

DOWNTON, Rev, H,, M,A,—H.ymns and Verses. Original and 
Translated. Small crown 8vo, y, 6d, 

DUGMORE, Rev, Ernest Edward.— -YTora the Mountains of 
the East : A Quasi-Dramatic Poem on the Story of the Pro- 
phet-Soothsajrer Balaam. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3^. 6d, 

DUTTf Toru,—K Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields. New Edition, 
with Portrait. Demy 8vo, lox. 6d, 

Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hindustan. With an 
Introductory Memoir by Edmund W, Gosse, Small crown 8vo, 
printed on hand-made paper, 5^. 

EDWARDS, Rev, Bast7,'-Minor Chords ; or, Songs for the Suffering : 
a Volume of Verse. Fcap. 8vo, 3J. 6d, ; paper, 2s, 6d, 

ELDRYTH, Maud,—Ma.TgaTet, and other Poems. Small crown 8vo, 
3/. 6d, 

ELLIOTT, Ehenezer, Tlie Com Law Rhymer,— 'Poems. Edited by his 
son, the Rev. Edwin Elliott, of St. John's, Antigua« 2 volst 
CrowTi 8vo, i&f. 
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Kngllsh Odes. Selected, with a Critical Introduction by Edmund W. 
GossE, and a miniature frontispiece by Hamo Thomycroft, 
A.R.A. Elzevir 8vo, limp parchment antique, 6s, ; vellum, 
7j. 6d, 

Epic of Hades, The. By the Author of "Songs of Two Worlds.** 
Thirteenth Edition, Fcap. 8vo, 7^'. 6d, 

•^* Also an Illustrated Edition, with 17 full-page designs in photo- 
mezzotint by George R. Chapman. 4to, extra, gilt leaves, 25^. ; 
and a Large Paper Edition, with Portrait, loj. 6d, 

EVANSy Anne,—Vo&ta^ and Music. With Memorial Preface by 
Ann Thackeray Ritchie. Large crown 8vo, *js. 

GOSSE, Edmund ^.— New Poems. Crown 8vo, 7^. 6d, 

GROTE, A, ^.•— Rip van "Winkle : a Sun Myth ; and other Poems. 
Small crown 8vo, printed on hand-made paper, limp parchment 
antique, 5^. 

GURNEY, Rev, Alfred,— The Vision of the Eucharist, and other 
Poems. Crown 8vo, $s. 

Gwen : a Drama in Monologue. By the Author of the ** Epic of 
Hades." Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo, Sj. 

ffAWKERy Roht, Stephen,-— T\\e Poetical 'Works of. Now first 
collected and arranged. With a Prefatory Notice by J. G. 
Godwin. With Portrait. Crown 8vo, I2J. 

HELLONy H, C^.— Daphnis: a Pastoral Poem. Small crown 8vo, 

HICJCEYy E, H,^K Sculptor, and other Poems. Small crown 
8vo, 5x. 

HOLMES, E, G, ^.— Poems. First and Second Series. Fcap. 8vo, 
5j. each. 

Horati Opera. Edited by F. A. Cornish, Assistant Master at Eton. 
With a Frontispiece after a design by L. Alma Tadema, etched 
by Leopold Lowenstam. Parchment Library Edition, ds, ; vellum, 
*js, dd, 

INGHAM, Sarson, C, 5«'.— Gsedmon's Vision, and other Poems. 
Small crown 8vo, $s, 

JENKINS, Rev, Canon,— The Girdle Legend of Prato. Small 
crown 8vo, 2s, 

Alfonso Petruccl, Cardinal and Conspirator : an Historical 
Tragedy in Five Acts. Small crown 8vo, 3^. 6d, 

KING, Mrs, Hamilton,— The Disciples. Fourth Edition, with Portrait 
and Notes. Crown 8vo, *js, 6d, 

Aspromonte and other Poems. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, 
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LANG, -«4.— XXXII Ballades In Blue China. Ekevir 8vo, 
parchment, 5^. 

LEIGH^ Arran and Isla.—BelleTOphiOn. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

LEIGHTON, J^o6erf,—B.ecordSs and other Poems. With Portrait. 
Small crown 8vo, 7j. 6d. 

Living English Poets MDGGGLXXXII. With Frontispiece by 
Walter Crane. Second Edition. Large crown 8vo. Pnnted on 
hand-made paper. Parchment, 12^., vellum, 15^. 

LOCKER^ -^.—London Lyrics. A New and Revised Edition, with 
Additions and a Portrait of the Author. Crown 8vo, dr. 

*#♦ Also a New and Cheaper Edition. Small crown 8vo, zs, 6d, 

Love Sonnets of Proteus. With Frontispiece by the Author. Elzevir 
8vo, 5^. 

LOWNDES^ Henry, ^'Poems and Translations. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

LUMSDEN, Lieut.-CoL H, ^.—Beowulf : an Old English Poem. 
Translated into Modem Rhymes. Small crown 8vo, 5J. 

MACLEAN^ Charles Donald, — Latin and Greek Verse Transla- 
tions. Small crown 8vo, 2j. 

MAGNUSSON, Eirikr, M,A„ and PALMER, E, H., iW.^.— Johan 
Ludvig Runeberg's Lyrical Songs, Idylls, and Kpi- 
grams. Fcap. 8vo, 5^. 

MJ),C. — Chronicles of Christopher Columbus. A Poem in 
Twelve Cantos. Small Cro'WTi 8vo, cloth, Js, 6d, 

MEREDITH, Owen, The Earl of Zyllon,-'l.\icile, With i6o Ilhistra- 
tions. Crown 4to, extra, gilt leaves, 21s, 

MIDDLETON, The Zady,'-BaXlSLds. Square i6mo, 3^. 6d, 

MOORE, Mrs, Bloomfield,—Gondaline''3 Lesson ; The Warden's Tale, 
Stories for Children, and other Poems. Crown 8vo, 5x. 

MORICE, Rev, F, D,, M,A.^Tlie Olympian and Pythian Odes 
of Pindar. A New Translation in English Verse, Crown 
8vo, 7s, 6d, 

MORRIS, Lewis, — ^Poetical 'Works of. New and cheaper Edition, 
with Portrait. Complete in 3 vols., ^s, each. 
Vol. I. contains ** Songs of Two Worlds." Vol. II. contains "The 
Epic of Hades." Vol. III. contains ** Gwen " and •* The Ode of 
L&e." 

MORSHEAD, E, Z>.^.— -The House of Atreus- Beii^ the 
Agamemnon, Libation-Bearers, and Furies of ^schylus. Trans* 
lated into English Verse. Crown 8vo, 7j. 

NAD EN, Constance W, — Songs and Sonnets of Spring Time- 
Small crown 8vo, 5^. 
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NEWELL^ E, y.— The Sorrows of Simona and Lyrical 
Verses. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 3^. 6</, 

NICHOLSON, Edward ^.~The Christ Child, and other Poems. 
Crown 8vo, 41. 6^. 

NOAKEy Major R, Compeon.^i:YiQ Bivouac ; or, Martial Lyrist. With 
an Appendix : Advice to the Soldier. Fcap. 8vo, <,s, 6d, 

NOEL, The Hon, Roden.^K Little Child's Monument. Second 
Edition. Small crown 8vo, 3J. 6d, 

NORRIS, Rev. A/fred.^Tlie Inner and Outer Life Poems. Fcap. 
8vo, 6s, 

Ode of Life, The. By the Author of **Tlie Epic of Hades," etc. 
Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo, 5x. 

O' HAG AN, yohn.—yicvQ Song of Roland. Translated into English 
Verse. Large post 8vo, parchment antique, los, 6d, 

PAUL, C, AJr^^w.— Goethe's Faust. A New Translation in Rhyme. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 

PA YNE, John,— ^ongs of Life and Death. Cro\vn 8vo, Sx. 

PENNELL, H, C/tolmonde/ey,^l?egasn3 Resaddled. By the 
Author of " Puck on Pegasus," etc., etc. With 10 Full-page 
Illustrations by George Du Maurier. Second Edition. Fcap. 
4to, elegant, 12s. 6d, 

PFEIFFER, ^w//j/.— Glan Alarch : His Silence and Song : a Poem. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 6j'. 

Gerard's Monument, and other Poems. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Quarterman's Grace, and other Poems. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

Poems. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Sonnets and Songs. New Edition. i6mo, handsomely printed 
and bound in cloth, gilt edges, 4?. 

Under the Aspens : Lyrical and Dramatic. With Portrait. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. 

PIKEy Warhurion,— i:\ifi Inferno of Dante AUighieri. Demy 
8vo, 5J. 

POE, Edgar Allan. — Poems. With an Essay on his Poetry by Andrew 
Lang, and a Frontispiece by Linley Sambourne. Parchment 
Library Edition, dr. ; vellum, *js, 6d, 

RHOADES, yafftes.^The Georglcs of Virgil. Translated into 
English Verse. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

ROBINSON, A. Mary E.—A Handful of Honeysuckle. Fcap. 
8vo, 3J. 6d. 

The CrowTied Hippolytus. Translated from Euripides. With 
New Poems. Small crown 8vo, $s. ^ 1 
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SAUNDERS, /<?^«.— I-ove's Martyrdom. A Play and Poem. 
Small crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

Schiller's Mary Stuart. German Text, with English Translation on 
opposite page by Leedham White. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

Shakspere's Sonnets. Edited by Edward Dowden. With a Fron- 
tispiece etched by Leopold Lowenstam, after the Death Mask. 
Parchment Library Edition, dr. ; vellum, 7j. 6d, 

Shakspere's Works. In 12 Monthly Volumes. Parchment Library 
Edition, dr. each ; vellum, 7^. 6a. each. 

SHAW^ W, F,y iJ/./^.— Juvenal, Perslus, Martial, and Catullus. 
An Experiment in Translation. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

SHELLEY, Percy Bysshe. —VoQms Selected from. Dedicated to 
Lady Shelley. With Preface by Richard Gamett. Parchment 
Library Edition, dr. ; vellum, 7j. 6d, 

Six Ballads about King Arthur. Crown 8vo, extra, gilt edges, 
Zs.(>d. 

SKINNER, yames,~-CcBles%i2L, The Manual of St. Augustine. The 
Latin Text side by side with an English Interpretation in Thirty- 
six Odes with Notes, anddi plea./^ /A^ study ^Mystical Theology. 
Large crown 8vo, 6s. 

SLA DEN, Douglas B, — Frithjof and Ingebjorg, and other 
Poems. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 5j. 

Songs of Two 'Worlds. By the Author of " The Epic of Hades.*' 
Seventh Edition. Complete in One Volume, with Portrait. 
Fcap. 8vo, 7j. 6d» 

Songs for Music. By Four Friends. Containing Songs by Reginald 
A. Gatty, Stephen H. Gatty, Greville J. Chester, and Juliana 
Ewing. Square crown 8vo, 5^. 

STEDMAN, Edmund Clarence,— J^yvics and Idylls, with other 
Poems. Crown 8vo, 7j. 6d, 

STEVENS, William,— TYie Truce of God, and other Poems. Small 
crown 8vo, 3j. 6d, 

TA YLOR, Sir /^.— -Works Complete in Five Volumes. Crown 8vo, 3or. 

TENNYSON, Alfred,— Vfox\iS Complete:— 

The Imperial Library Edition. Complete in 7 vols. Demy 
8vo, los, 6d, each ; in Roxburgh binding, 12s, 6d, each. 

Author's Edition. In 7 vols. Post 8vo, gilt 43J. 6d, ; or half- 
morocco, Roxburgh style, 52J. 6d, 

Cabinet Edition. 13 vols. Each with Frontispiece. Fcap. Svo,. 
2s, 6d, each. 

Cabinet Edition. 13 vols. Complete in handsome Ornamental 
Case. 35J. 
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TENNYSON, Alfred.^ontinued. 

The Royal Edition. In i vol. With 26 Illustrations and 
Portrait. Extra, bevelled boards, gilt leaves, 2\s, 

The Guinea Edition, Complete in 13 vols, neatly bound and 
enclosed in box, 2ij. 5 French morocco or parchment, 31J. 6^. 

Shilling Edition. In 13 vols, pocket size, u. each, sewed. 

The Cro^wm Edition. Complete in i vol. strongly bound, 6j. r 
extra gilt leaves, 7j. dd. 5 Roxburgh, half-raorocco, &r. 6^. 
♦^* Can also be had in a variety of other bindings. 

In Memoriam. With a Miniature Portrait in eau-forte by Le 
Rat, after a Photograph by the late Mrs. Cameron. Parchment 
Library Edition, dr. ; vellum, Js, 6d, 

The Princess. A Medley. With a Miniature Frontispiece by 
H. M. Paget, and a Tailpiece in Outline by Gordon Browne. 
Parchment Library Edition, 6s, ; vellum, 7^. od. 

Songs Set to Music by various Composers. Edited by W. J. 
Cusins. Dedicated, by express permission, to Her Majesty the 
Queen. Royal 4to, extra, gilt leaves, 2ix. ; or in half-morocco, 25 j.. 

Original Editions : — 

Ballads, and other Poems. Small 8vo, 5j. 

Poems. Small 8vo, 6s, 

Maud, and other Poems. Small 8vo, 3^. 6d. 

The Princess. Small 8vo, 3^. 6d. 

Idylls of the King. Small 8vo, 5^. 

Idylls of the King. Complete. Small 8vo, 6s, 

The Holy Grail, and other Poems. Small 8yo, 4J. 6d. 

Gareth and Lynette. Small 8vo, 3J. 

Enoch Arden, etc. Small 8vo, 3^. 6d, 

In Memoriam. Small 8vo, 4^. 

Harold : a Drama. New Edition. Cro\vn 8vo, 6s, 

Queen Mary : a Drama. New Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

The Lover's Tale. Fcap. 8vo, 3^. 6d, 

Selections from the above ^Works. Super royal i6mo, 31. 6d, p 
gilt extra, 4^. 

Songs from the above 'Works. i6mo, 2s, 6d. ; extra, 31. 6d. 

Idylls of the King, and other Poems. Illustrated by Julia Mar- 
garet Cameron. 2 vols, folio, half-bound morocco, ^^6s, each. 

Digitized by VjOOglC 



42 A List of 

Tennyson for the Young and for Recitation. SpedaUy arranged. 
Fcap. 8yo, IX. 6^. 

The Tennyson Birthday Book. Edited by Emily Shakespear. 
32mOy limp, 2s. ; extra, y, 
♦** A superior Edition, printed in red and black, on antique paper, 
specially prepared. Small crown 8vo, extra, gilt leaves, 5j. ; 
and in various calf and moiocco bindings. 

Horae Tennysonianae sive Eclogse e Tennjrsono Latine Redditae Cura 
A. J. Church, A.M. Small crown 8yo, 6x. 

THOMPSON^ Alice C— Preludes : a Volume of Po^ns. Illustrated 
by Elizabeth Thompson (Painter of "The Roll Call "). 8vo, 

TODHUNTER, Dr. y.— Laurella, and other Poems. Crown 8vo, 

Forest Songs. Small crown 8vo, y. 6d, 

The True Tragedy of Rienzi ; a Drama. 3J. 6d, 

Alcestis : a Dramatic Poem. Extra fcap. Svo, 5x. 

A Study of Shelley. Crown 8vo, 'js, • • 

Translations from Bante, Petrarch, Michael Angelo, and 
Vittoria Colonna. Fcap. 8vo, *js, 6d. 

TURNER, Rev. C. TeHnyson.—Sonn^XSs Lyrics, and Trans- 
lations. Crown 8vo, ^r. 6d, 

Collected Sonnets, Old and New. With Prefatory Poem by 
Alfred Tennyson ; also some Marginal Notes by S. T. 
Coleridge, and a Critical Essay by James Spedding. Fcap. 
Svo, 7J. 6d, 

WALTERS, Sophia Lj/dia,—The Brook ; a Poem. Small crown 8vo, 
3x. 6d. 

A Dreamer's Sketch Book. With 21 Illustrations by Percival 
Skelton, R. P. Leitch, W. H. J. Boot, and T. R. Pritchett. 
Engraved by J. D. Cooper. Fcap. 4to, I2s» 6d. 

IVATERFIEZD, ^.— Hymns for Holy Bays and Seasons. 
32mo, IX. 6d, 

JVAY, A., M.A.—Tlie Odes of Horace Literally Translated in 
Metre. Fcap. 8vo, 2j. 

WEBSTER, Augitsta.—lOisgu.ises : a Drama. Small crown 8vo, 5j. 

In a Day : a Drama. Small crown Svo, cloth, 2x. 6d. 

Wet Days. By a Farmer. Small crown 8vo, 61. 

WILKINS, Wiiliam.'Songs of Study. Crown Svo, 6s. 

WILLOUGHBY, The Hon, Mrs,^On the North 'Wind— Thistle- 
do^vnm : a Volume of Poems. Elegantly bound, small crown 
Svo, 7s. 6d. 
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WOODS, James Chapman.—A Child of the People, and other 
Poems. Small crown 8vo, 5^. 

YOUNG, ^/w.— Gottlob, etcetera. Small crown 8vo, 3x. 6d, 

YOUNGS, Ella ^^w^.— Paphixs, and other Poems. Small crown 8vo, 



WORKS OF FIOTION IN ONE VOLUME. 

BANKS, Mrs.fi. Z.— God's Providence House. New Edition. 
Crown Svo, 3J. 6d. 

BETHAM'EDWARDS, Miss Ji/.— Kitty. With a Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

Blue Roses; or, Helen Malinofska's Marriage. By the Author of 
"V^a.** New and Cheaper Edition. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

FRISWELL, y. Bain.— One of Two ; or. The Left-Handed Bride. 
Crown^Svo, 3^, Sd. 

GARRETT, ^.— By Still 'Waters : a Story for Quiet Hours. With 
7 Illustrations. Crown Svo, 6j. 

HARDY, Thomas.^K Pair of Blue Eyes. Author of "Far from 
Ae Madding Crowd." New Edition. Crown Svo, 65, 

The Return of the Native. New Edition. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

HOOPER, Mrs. (7.— The House of Raby. Crown Svo, 3J. 6d, 

INGELOW, j€an.—Ofl the Skelligs : a Novel. With Frontispiece. 
Second Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 

MACDONALD, (7.— Malcolm. With Portrait of the Author engraved 
on Steel. Sixth Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 

The Marquis of Lossie. Fourth Edition. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

St. George and St. Michael. Third Edition. With Frontis- 
piece. Crown Svo, dr. 

MASTERMAN^ y.— Half-a-Dozen Daughters. Crown Svo, 
y. 6d. 

MEREDITH, GvaTr^.— Ordeal of Richard Feverel. New Edition. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

The Egoist : A Comedy in Narrative. New and Cheaper Edition, 
with Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 

PALGRA VE, W. GiJhrd.—JcierxnsLnn Agha : an Eastern Narrative. 
Third Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 
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Pandurang Harl ; or, Memoirs of a Hindoo. With an Introductory 
Preface by Sir H. BarUe E. Frere, G.C.S.L, C.B. Crown 
8vo, dr. 

PAUL^ Margaret Agnes, — Gentle and Simple; a Story. New and 
Cheaper Edition, with Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, dr. 

SHA fV, Flora L, — Castle Blair ; a Story of Youthful Lives. New and 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 3^. 6d, 

STRETTONy ^«^tf.— Through a Needle's Eye : a Story. New 
and Cheaper Edition, with Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6j, 

TAYLOR, CoU Meadows, C.SJ,, M.R./.A,SeetSL: a Novel. New 
and Cheaper Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, dr. 

Tippoo Sultaun : a Tale of the Mysore War. New Edition, with 
Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s, 

Ralph Darnell. New and Cheaper Edition. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6s, 

A Nohle Queen. New and Cheaper Edition. With Frontis- 
piece. Crown Svo, 6s, 

The Confessions of a Thug. Crown Svo, 6s, 

Tara : a Mahratta Tale. Crown Svo, 6s, 

THOMAS, Moy.—A Fight for Life. Crown Svo, 3^. 6d. 

Within Sound of the Sea. New and Cheaper Edition, with Frontis- 
piece. Crown Svo, dr. 



BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG. 
Aunt Mary's Bran Pie. By the Author of " St. Olave's." Illustrated. 

BARLEE, Ellen,^X^ock.ed Out: a Tale of the Strike. With a 
Frontispiece. Royal i6mo, is, 6d, 

BONWICK, J., F.R.G,S.—riie Tasmanian LUy. With Frontis- 
piece. Crown Svo, 5^. 

Mike Hoive, the Bushranger of Van Diemen*s Land. New and 
Cheaper Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, y, 6d. 

Brave Men's Footsteps. A Book of Example aQd Anecdote for 
Young People. By the Editor of " Men who ^ave Risen." With 
4 Illustrations by C. Doyle. Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo» 
Zs. 6d. 

Children's Toys, and some Elementary Lessons in General Knowledge 
which they teach. Illustrated. Crown Svo, 5j. 

COLERIDGE, Sara, — Pretty Lessons in Verse for Good 
Children/ with some Lessons in Latin, in Easy Rhyme, it. 
New Edition. Illustrated. Fcap. Svo, 3^. 6d. 
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COXHEAD^ Ethel.^^it6s and Babies. Imp. i6mo. With 33 
Illustrations. Cloth gilt,. 2x. bd, 

jyANVERS, N, i?.— Little Minnie's Troubles: an Every-day 
Chronicle, With 4 Illustrations by W. H. Hughes. Fcap. 8vo, 
3x. dd. 

Parted : a Tale of Clouds and Sunshine. With 4 Illustrations. 
Extra fcap. 8vo, 3J. td. 

Pixie's Adventures ; or, the Tale of a Terrier. With 21 
Illustrations. i6mo, 4r. 6^. 

Nanny's Adventures; or, the Tale of a Goat ,With 12 
Illustrations. i6mo, 4r. dd, 

DAVIESf G. Christopher, — Rambles and Adventures of our 
School Field Club. With 4 Illustrations. New and Cheaper 
Edition. Crown 8vo, 35'. 6d, 

DRUMMOND, J/wx.— Tripp's Buildings. A Study from Life, with 
Frontispiece. Small crown 8vo, 31, dd, 

EDMONDS, Herbert.— 'Well Spent Lives ; a Series of Modem Bio- 
graphies. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 31. 6d, 

EVANS, Mark—The Story of our Father's Love, told to Children. 
Fourth and Cheaper Edition of Theology for Children. With 4 
Illustrations. Fcap. 8vo, is. 6d. 

FARQUHARSON, M. 

I. Elsie Dinsmore. Crown 8vo, 3^. 6d. 

II. Elsie's Girlhood. Crown 8vo, 3^. 6d. 

III. Elsie's Holidays at Roselands. Crown 8vo, 3s, 6d. 

HERFORD, Brooke,— The Story of Religion in England : a Book 
for Young Folk. Crown 8yo, 5j, 

JNGELOW, Jean,— The Little ^Wonder-horn. With 15 Illustra- 
tions. Small 8vo, 2s, 6d. 

JOHNSON, Virginia W,—The CatskUl Fairies. lUustrated by 
Alfred Fredericks. 5^. 

KER^ David,— The Boy Slave in Bokhara: a Tale of Central 
Asia. With Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 
8vo, 3J. dd. 

The "Wild Horseman of the Pampas, Illustrated. New 
and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 31. &/. 

LAMONT, Martha Mac Donald.— The Gladiator : a Life under the 
Roman Empire in the beginning of the Third Century, With 4 
Illustrations by H. M. Paget. Extra fcap. 8vo, 3^. 6fll. 

LEANDER, -^irAar^.— Fantastic Stories. Translated from the 
German by Paulina B. Granville. With 8 FuU-page Illustrations 
by M. E. Fraser-Tytler. Crown 8vo, 5^. 
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LEEj Hblme.^'HeT Title of Honour. A Book for Girls. New 

Edition. With a Frontispiece. Crown 8yo, 5j. 

LEWISy Mary A.'-'A. Rat inrlth Three Tales. New and Cheaper 
Edition. With 4 Illustrations by Catherine F. Frere. 3^. 6d, 

MAC KENNA, S, ^.—Plucky Fellows. A Book for Boys, With 
6 Illustrations. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, y, 6d, 

At School with an Old Dragoon. With 6 Illustrations. New 
and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 3^. 6^. 

Mc CLINTOCK, Z.— Sir Spangle and the Dingy Hen. Ulus- 
trated. Square crown Svo, 2j. 6^. 

MALDEN, H, ^.—Princes and Princesses ; Two Fairy Tales. 
Illustrated. Small crown 8yo, 2j. 6^. 

Master Bobby. By the Author of " Christina North." With 6 Illus- 
trations. Fcap. Svo, 3J. 6^. 

NAAKE^ y, 7'.— Slavonic Fairy Tales. From Russian, Servian, 
Polish, and Bohemian Sources. With 4 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 5j. 

PELLETAN, -ff.— The Desert Pastor, Jean Jarousseau. Trans- 
lated from the French. By Colonel E. P. De L'Hoste. With a 
Frontispiece. New Edition. Fcap. Svo, 31. 6</. 

REANEY, Mrs, G. 5".— 'Waking and ^Working ; or, From Girlhood 
to Womanhood. New and Cheaper Edition. With a Frontis- 
piece. Crown Svo, 3J. (>d. 

Blessing and Blessed: a Sketch of Girl Life. New and 
Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, 3^. 6d, 

Rose Gumey's Discovery. A Book for Girls. Dedicated to 
their Mothers. Crown Svo, 31. 6d, 

English Girls : Their Place and Power. With Preface by the 
Rev. R. W. Dale. Third Edition. Fcap. Svo, 2s, 6d, 

Just Anyone, and other Stories. Three Illustrations. Royal 
i6mo, is, 6d, 

Sunbeam ^Willie, and other Stories. Three Illustrations. Royal 
i6mo, IX. 6d, 

Sunshine Jenny, and other Stories. Three Illustrations. Royal 
i6mo, is, 6d, 

ROSS, Mrs, E, ("Nelsie Brook'')— Daddy's Pet. A Sketch from 
Humble Life. With 6 Illustrations. Royal i6mo, is, 

SADLER, S, TV,, ^.iV.— The African Cruiser : a Midshipman's 
Adventures on the West Coast. With 3 Illustrations, New 
and Cheaper Edition, Crown Svo, 2s, 6d, 
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Seeking his Fortune, and other Stories. With 4 Illustrations. 
New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d, 

Seven Autumn Leaves from Fairy Land. Illustrated with 9 
Etchings. Square crown 8vo, 3j. 6d, 

STOCKTON, Frank ^.— A JoUy Fellowship. With 20 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo, 5j. 

STORR, Francis, and TURNER, -^flw^rj.— Canterbury Chimes; 
or, Chaucer Tales retold to Children. With 6 Illustrations from 
the Ellesmere MS. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, 3^. 6d, 

STRETTON, JIes^a,^T^a.\rid Lloyd's Last ^Will. With 4 lUustra- 
tions. New Edition. Royal i6mo, 2s, 6d, 

The ^Wonderful Life. Sixteenth Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, 2s, 6d, 

Sunnyland Stories. By the Author of "Aunt Mary's Bran Pie.' 
Illustrated. Second Edition. Small 8vo, 35". 6d. 

Tales from Ariosto Re-told for Children. By a Lady. With 3 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d, 

WHITAKER, F/orence,^C'hrisiY''s Inheritance. A London Story. 
Illustrated. Royal i6mo, is. 6d, 

ZIMMERN, ^.—Stories in Precious Stones. With 6 Illustrations, 
Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 5^. 
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